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OR, 
GOD REOONOILED IN OHRISrr. 
EY 
THE VERY REVEREND 
II E N R Y LA W, IvI. A., 
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER. 
LOI~DO.N : 
\YIL:SIAI'i HUNT AND COI\iPANY-, 
llOIJLES STllEET, CAYEXDISII SQL\Itr:; 
A)lD .A n~ :'IIAIUA LAXE, PATEIC,OSTER lW',\'. 
lS76. 
TO THE CONGREGATION \VORSHIPPING IN TI-IE 
CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF GLOUCESTER. 
DEARLY BELOVED TN THE LORD, 
On stated days your expectation looks to 
me for teaching. To perforlll such duty is to every 
Ininister of Christ the joy of joys. Beyond all 
doubt the l)ulpit stands the highest post of ITI.an: 
to appear as an1bassador of the King of kings, and 
to proclain1 the ,vay of life, js a privilege ,vbich 
angels might alubitiously desire. I strongly feel 
this: no ,vords can tell IUY estilnate of this grand 
,York. This haHo,ved exercise requires vigour, and 
energy, and strength: in its discharge every faculty 
should put forth po"ver. But ,vhen the ,v eight of 
many years depresses, these qualities 11?-ust cease to 
bloom: decay ,vill follow in the footsteps of declin-
ing life. It is no,v Inine to feel this common lot 
IS. L FWter LibrUJ. 
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of age, and hence I seek S0111e substitute for public 
service in so large a church. To supply then this 
absence of oral address I venture to present thi~ 
volu111e to you. 
Thus the pen strives to take the place of voice. 
Instead of looking on xou congregated around me, I 
seek to sit beside you in your h0111es. At fixed 
tilDes your attendance Iuay be reluctant, and your 
thoughts Inay stray; I thus COlne ,yhen leisure gives 
me "\,Telcolue. \Vithout intrusion I solicit some 
vacant 11lonlents. -y-on shall not c0111plain of vveary-
ing lengthiness; your averted look is Dly dislnissal. 
But ,vhile you read, I have a ,villing flock:: and 
"\vhile you read \vith prayer, I teach to profit. 
This nl0de, too, of address 111ay have especial 
use. Days Inay arrive "\vhen the pulpit lllay not be 
sought by you: your feet 11lay be unable to tread 
the hallo\ved courts; age, or infirmity, or other 
suffering 11lay k.eep you frolll the fanliliar seat. 
These pages then 111ay find attention; and \vhen the 
public springs are closed, these private drops lllay 
bring refreshn1ent. 
If this a,pproach should ,yin you· to be ,vholly 
Christ's, Illy public silence ,viII be your ilnnlortal 
.. 
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. gaIn. To promote tbis union in season and out of 
season is ministerial duty. Let me distinctly warn 
that without Him this world is utter nothingness: 
as boldly let me aver that to receive Him into the 
heart is every treasure ,von. Separate from Him 
the pu blic service is a casket with no jewel; 
religious forms are a mere skeleton; external rites 
are lifeless perfunction; Scripture is a dead letter; 
sacraments seal not the title-deeds of beaven. 
Religion not framed in Gospel-mould gives neither 
peace nor hope: its course is joyless, and its end is 
,voe. This deep conviction prompts n1e thus to 
,vrite. 
It may be said this book repeats the truths ,vhich 
constantly I preached. From the pulpit it was 
indeed my aim to point to Christ, and ,voe would 
be to me if no,v I gave other direction. Another 
Saviour or another Gospel is a fiction beguiling to 
sure ruin: it is better to be Inute than gratify a 
craving for the conceits and fal1acies of man. A 
Ohristless bauble glitters only to destroy: such trifling 
is, I trust, far distant from these pages. Their instant 
purport is to urge you to seek forgiveness of your 
sins, and every benefit of Christ's passion at the 
Vlll DEDICATION. 
atoning- cross. Turn not froln the hUlllble effort 
Cl 
because no eloquence or novel vie'NS attract: Illy 
yearning is llOt to excite vain feelings, but eternally, 
to save. It matters little vvhat I think.: it nlatters 
lunch ,vhat Christ's revelation says. I trust it is 
our C0111ll10n prayeT,-Let Christ increase, let illEtll lie 
lo\v. Allovv llle to subscribe ll1yself. 
Your devoted servant in Christ Jesus, 
HENRY LA\\'". 
Deane?·Y, Glo~~ceste?'. 
Oct. 30, 1875. 
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FORGI\TENESS OF SINS . 
• • 
L 
THE NEED. 
(PART I.) 
{' To the Lord our God belong mercies and j011givenesses, 
though ~f)e have 11ebelled against Hirn."-DAN. ix. 9. 
SUCH is the utterance of prophetic lips. Daniel 
here speaks, wrestling ,vith God, and valiantly 
refusing a repulse. The ,vords sparkle as a bright 
gem in his diadem of prayer. Their testinlony has 
this exceeding value: in brief space they reveal our 
God as glorious in Inercies and forgivenesses, and 
sho·w in terrible contrast the rebel character of man. 
Thus the blessing of blessings,-the essence of the 
glorious Gospel of our God,-tbe forgiveness of sins, 
a ppears in bold relief. 
I t is superfluous to state that this proclamation is 
not limited to supplicating Daniel: it pervades the 
B 
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book of Revelation as fragrance the sweetest garden. 
Echoing texts reverberate the note that our God is 
"ready to .pardon." Witness the answer when ~Ioses 
prayed, C( Show me Thy glory." The glories of His 
nalue resound; but the bright chain ,vas incolTIplete 
without tIle link, C( forgivjng iniquity and transgres-
sion and sin." (Ex. xxxiv. 7.) 
Thus the alnbassadors of Christ repeat the call, 
" Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts: and let bim return unto the 
Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to 
our God, for He ,vill abundantly pardon." (Isaiah 
Iv. 7.) And again, C( Be it k.novvn unto you therefore, 
men and brethren, that through this man is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by Him all 
that believe are justified ftOlll all things, from which 
ye could not be justified by the lavv of Moses." 
(Acts xiii. 38, 39.) 
Our sublime services, too, insert this truth in a most 
touching prayer: "0 God, whose nature and property 
is ever to have mercy and to forgive, receive our 
hUluble petitions." And worshippers are taught 
individually to profess, C( I believe in the forgiveness 
of sins." 
It is not irrelevant here to state that the 
n?ble Reforn1er of Germany ,vas fast hound in the 
dungeons of doubts and fears, sinking in th~ n1ire of 
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despondency, and stumbling in the deepest gloom of 
darkness, ,vhen an experienced friend relninded him 
of this frequent avo"\val. Then light and peace 
enlivened his soul, and he went forth rejoicing and 
achieving wonders. He found God in Christ and 
tTiulllpbed in the strength of Tecognised forgiveness. 
To this grand subject attention is now invited. 
~la.y our forgiving God, by His enlightening Spirit, 
suggest each thought, supply each word, and grant a 
blessing' accoTding to His gracious ",vill ! 
To estimate forgiveness rightly, its need must be 
distinctly seen. It will be poorly prized, unless its 
value be weighed in balances of truth. It ,viII not 
be sought, as surpassing all ,vorlds in ",vorth, until 
there be ,adequate knowledge of the l11iseries which 
it averts, the wounds \vhich it heals, the joys 'which 
it kindles, the "\vrath "\vhich it quenches, the rescue 
"\vhich it achieves, the depths froln \vhich it raises, 
the heights to \vhich it exalts. ,\Then sickness 
CODles, a remedy is valued: shelter is entered, when 
storms in1pend. 
vVhatthen is forgiveness as appertaining unto sin? 
'"\That is tbe blessing implored in the petition,-"For-
give 11S our trespasses"? It,is remission of due penal-
ties, the obliteration of incurred guilt, the withdrawal 
of just displeasure, the blotting out of accusing hand-
writing, the burying all offences in oblivion, thE, 
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hushing of the loud thunder of the la,v, the cancel-
ling of its treluendous curse, the consigning to a 
sheatl1 the sword of justice. It is the fro,v11 of 
Jehovah softening into eternal smiles. It encounters 
sin, and strips it of its destroying power. 
lIence evidently forgiveness ilnplies that sin 
has preceded. It can only effect its wonders in 
the elenlent of transgression: there must be sin 
before there can be remission. V\There no offence 
exists, no pardon can be needed: they cannot be 
restored ,vhose feet are al,vays in right paths. 
Thus ,ve reach the fundaulental position that sin 
gives occasion for forgiveness. Sin is the need 
vvhich calls for its intervention. Let then this 
nlonster now be boldly faced; let its hideous features 
be narrovvly scrutinized; let it be stripped of its 
deceiving nlask; let the cheating tinsel disappear; 
let it be vie,ved in its naked cleforlnity; let its 
essence, and character, and \vork, and guilt be traced 
unsparingly. 
I. Sin's essence. What constitutes its character? 
No unans\verable question is here asked as to the 
parent of its birth: here is no search into its 
originating cause. The silTIple inquiry is, "'\Vhere is 
its sphere of \vork, and ,vhat is its distinctive nature? 
Suprerne authority repEes. Scripture states in 
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terlTIS intelligible and incontrovertible, (C Sin is the 
transgression of the law." (1 John iii. 4.) \Tiolation 
then of God's holy rule introduces sin: it breathes 
in the province of transgression. 
God, as suprenle in all His universe, fixes His 
mode of governnlent. Accordingly He issues His 
cOllllllands: if these be outraged, the outrage is sin. 
Its essence is disobedience to God's law. 
This essence appears in frightful enormity, "\vhen 
the purport of this la\v is vie,ved. The sum of its 
requirements is \vorthy of the great Lawgiver. In 
divine simplicity it only requires Love. Its statute 
book enforces Love. It demands that the heart 
should beat in one pulse; the affections fio\v in 
one channel; the ,viII be bound by one fetter; 
the desires burn in one flame; the actions move 
in one patb,-Love. The "'\vhole in\vard man nlust 
be bright in one complexion,-Love. Any deviation 
frOD)' this course constitutes sin. 
This sublimity brightly sho,vs the origin of the la\v 
to be divine. As a mirror it reflects Jehovah's excel-
lence: it is the transcript of His glori6us being; it is 
holiness on its highest throne; it is purity in its 
loveliest form; it is perfection \vithout one alloy. 
Ho\v abominable then is that principle "\vhich hates 
"and resists such code, and strives to crush it 
beneath insulting steps! Ho\v incontrovertible is 
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the position that they need forgiveness who flght 
against God under tbe banners of this monster! 
It foilovys that the need of forgiveness is universal, 
for sin exercises a svva,y co-extensive with all human 
life. It grasps each mother's son in its vile arms, 
and stays not its assaults ,vbile time endures. It 
Inoves with the mind's first Dl0venlent: in the cradle 
r-
it begins to stir. It grows with nlan's gro'vth; it walks· 
beside hilll in his every path; it adheres as tIle very 
skin, and lingers in each dying cham bel'. There is no 
lofty d\velling and no lo"\vly hut which it frequents not. 
There is no period of day or night ,vhich can repel its 
step. It is an universal and life-long plague; for ,vhere 
is the man vvhose career is not continual deviation 
fron1 the rule of love? Hence the need of forgiveness 
of sins is v{orld-,vide. Hence is the preciousness of 
the testimony, "To the Lord our God belong nlercies;" 
in the plural, "and forgivenesses;" in the cumulative, 
cc though vve have rebelled against Hill1." 
II. This need beconles Inore apparent, as advance 
is Illade fron1 sin's essence to S0111e of its developments. 
Ifere it appears a Inany-headed hydra" a fiend of 
various forms. Its outbreak towards God, to,vards 
the soul V\Tithin, to\vards the ,vorld around, betray it. 
(1) Let diverse instances sho,v its conduct to\vards 
God. Its feelings may be thus classed. 
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Alienation. Whatever departs from God's rule 
departs frorp. Himself. Contrariety to His' la \V 
separates from His mind: Disinclination to IIis 
,yiti moves altogether in an adverse course. It flees 
His face: it establishes an opposing interest. Far 
. as the east is fr0111 the west, so far it is estranged 
from all that is divine. Sin is such alienation. They 
,vho are its slaves need to be forgiven, before they 
can see God's face and live . 
. Hatred. C( The carnal mind,"-and every mind is 
such in ,vhich the Spirit d,vells not,_CC is enmity 
against God: for it is not subject to the la,v of God, 
neither indeed can be." (Rom. viii .. 7.) By nature's 
instinct the secret chambers of imagination S\Varlll 
,vitll thoughts tainted with dislike of God, His 
name, His nature, Hjs perfections, His cause, His 
people, His 'vV ord, His sceptre, His kingdom, His 
Christ. Sin has strong inclinations, and they all 
are arrayed against His righteous "\vays. It has 
ungodly bias towards the abominable things which 
God hates. Surely the victims of this passion 
need to be forgiven, before they can be one with 
God. . 
Contelupt. With haughty look it sneers at sacred 
~recepts. It scorns.them as "\veak precision. It spurns 
the restrictions of godly "\valk as derogatory to man's 
liberty. In the s,Yellings of pride it tramples on 
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the barriers which heaven has erected. Except for-
giveness comes, the issue is tremendous ,voe. 
Defiance. It raises an insulting head. It braves 
displeasure. It ridicules all penal consequences. It 
mocks at the thunder-bolts of threatened wrath. 
It regards the right hand of the Lord as iInpotent 
to strike. It boldly a;sks, "Who is the Lord that I 
should serve Him ~ " Unless forgiveness intervenes 
what will be the doonl ! 
Rebellion. It shivers the yok.e. It breal{:8 re-
straining bands. It ignores submission. It boasts, 
"We will not have this man to reign over us." If 
poV\rer ,vere equal to the \yill, it ,vould invade the 
heaven of heavens, and hurl God froln His throne. 
If forgiveness lingers, ho,v terrible nlust be the end! 
Treason. It enters into conspiracy ,vith all heaven's 
foes. It joins hands witll every adversary. It COffi-
,bines "\vith all dark~ plots. It betrays the citadel of 
God's government. It opens the portals to adlnit all 
traitors. Without forgiveness, vengeance ,viII be 
sure and just. 
Robbery. God, as Sovereign, has a right to exact 
obedience. Sin- defrauds fIim of this due. It re-
fuses paylnent of just demands. It ,vithholds the 
allegiance of rightful service. It ,vantonly misuses 
every talent entrusted to it's care. If not forgiven, 
ho,Y can it escape I 
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Such, and many more, are the developments of sin 
in reference to God. Thus the position is established, 
that vast is the need of vast foi"giveness. Ho\v 
enchanting, no\v, is the s\veetness of the ,vords, "To 
the Lord our God belong ll1ercies and forgi venesses, 
though ,ve have rebelled against Him!" 
(2) The· picture darkens when the developments 
of sin in reference to the soul are seen. It 
changes this garden of the Lord into a waste 
howling wilderness. Fragrant fio,vers cease to 
bloom: thorns and briers usurp their place. It 
din1s the noblest jewel of God's creation. It tears 
[t\vay it's robe of righteousness, and casts it forth to 
face the world naked, impoverished, ilnpotent,-
,vithout one sheltering rag,-with no possession but 
jgnomiuious shalne. It \veakens every spiritual 
faculty. It so hlinds, that the eye sees as through a 
glass, most darkly. It so impairs the ear, that the 
voice of tru th is not discerned. It cripples every 
energy. The feet are powerless to climb the up\vard 
path of life. It infuses moral leprosy. It renders 
earth a spiritual charnel-house:. men live the taber-
nacles of dead ~ouls. Behold this fair vessel a 
"~reck on evil's rocky coast, and then ponder the 
,york of sin! Will not the cry ascend, What need 
of forgiveness for such 'wrong ! Will not the tidings 
be prized,-" To the Lord our God belong mercies 
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and forgivenesses, thongll we have rebelled against 
Hiln !" 
(3) The case aSSUlnes more frightful hue ,vhen sin's 
inroads on the ¥lorld-around is added. Doubtless 
sin is inborn. It is an hereditary disease: the seeds 
of every evil are innate in each heart. Unaided by 
contagion it ,vould u?iversally exist; but yet by con-
tact, influence, exaluple, it u1ultiplies, and beconles 
more rainpant. A. sparl{ froin ,vithout kindles the 
dry stubble: bad nlen wax ,vorse by bad fellowship. 
As Christ's disciples never move towards heaven 
alone, so evil- beckons and decoys a nlultitude. Sin 
is a ready teacher, and has ready pupils. _ Let it be 
repeated, that each natural heart is from the cradle 
a hive of sin; but through evil suggestions and evil 
associations, evil broods swarm abroad on quicker 
,ving. Telnpted Eve beconles a telnpter. Of Achan 
we read," that nlan perished not alone in his iniquity." 
(Josh. xxii. 20.) Jeroboam the SOIl of Nebat is 
branded, as the Ulan "who lllade Israel to sin." 
lIenee reproaches ,viII elnbitter the luiseries of the 
lost. Children ,vin loathe lllisleading parents; C0111-
pan ion ,v in revile companion, as the first to lure to 
headlong fall. 
When sin is contelnplated running it's infectious 
course,-sowing broadcast the seeds of ,voe,-ruining 
-individuals, nations, generations,-spreading' a fatal 
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plague,-it cannot be denied that its course is 
ruinous. Perilous is the coondition of Ulan infected 
by it. Forgiveness must come, or sure consequences 
ensue. 
\J\Therefore is this dark picture thus exhibited? 
There is no intent to leave any trembling, dismayed, 
cast dO'wn, fast-bound in shackles of despair. The 
true desire is to show in lovelier form the Gospel's 
smile.~ and to win readier acceptance for the tidings, 
"To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgive-
nesses, though ,0\7e have rebelled against Him." 
Let it be repeated, that none can claim exemption 
from sin's grasp! (C All ,ve like sheep have gone 
astray." " If we say that we have no sin \ve deceive 
ourselves." Sin's vile brand is upon all: but to all 
the Gospel con1es, with cheering voice. It s\veetly 
proclainls, the case is not hopeless: to perish is not 
inevitable: deliverance is IJrovided: remedy is at 
hand: rescue opens large arms. God extends a cup 
overflo,ving ,vith forgivenesses. A vvay is opened, in 
"\vhich, 'without infringement of any holy attribute, 
He can pardon, restore to favour, and remit sin's 
curse. Full, free, \ complete, everlasting forgi venesses 
hflJve come forth from the courts of heaven. They 
stand ready to spread their saving mantle round the 
sons of men. Who ,viII not bless God for His 
revealed and unalterable property: "To the Lord 
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our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though 
,ve baye rebelled against Hilll." Let no Olle rest until 
he can say, "I ackno\vledged n1y sin unto Thee, and 
mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I "rill confess 
Iny transgressions unto the Lord; and Thou forgavest 
the iniquity of 111'y sin." CPs. xxxii. 5.) 
II. 
THE NEED. 
(PART II.) 
"To the Lorcl ou?' God belong rnercies and .forgivenesses, 
though 'toe ha1.1e ?'ebelled against Him."-DAN. ix. 9. 
To the forgiveness of sins attention no,v reverts. 
The subject justly claims large share of pious 
thought. This mercy showers saving blessings from 
its ,vings; it blots out transgression and hides all 
iniquity in its sheltering arms. Hence no words can 
fully tell its -'North. 
Angels may gaze and marvel) but they have no 
experience of its joys; for none of that pure company 
exult in pDxdon. It is the heart-felt property of the 
redE.eU1ed. It ,vill be the hymn of heaven; but its 
first notes must be leaJ;lled on earth. To learn it )vell, 
tbere must be comlnencen1ent in the rudimental 
volume of its need. Portions of this dark book have 
been perused: sin's essence and its Inain developments 
have passed in review; and at frequent pauses the 
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a\vfuJ need was soleu1nly deduced. This need is 
prelude to the tidings: "To the Lord our God 
belong m~rcies and forgivenesses, though we have 
rebelled against Him." 
The sub;ect pursued leads to (1) sin's guilt; (2) 
sin's final doom. 
I. Sin's guilt. Guilt is that property of sin 
1vhich links it to God's wrath. It constitutes its 
crinlinality, and forbids in1nlunity. That sin has 
this property is clear: it stands confessedly a convict. 
It is undeniably a transgressor of the law of heaven. 
It cannot plead that it is guiltless; therefore avo\vedly 
it n1erits punishment. 
Thus in reference to God it bas been proved to. 
be alienation, hatred, contenlpt, defiance, robbery, 
treason, rebellion. Oan such l)e its guilty state: 
, 
can it evidently ",York havoc throughout all creation, 
and shall God sit indifferent, as though He sa\v no 
evil? The very thought strips Him of the glories 
of IIis holiness, and IniRpersonates Him as erecting 
a platform on ,vhich sin shall have free scope to act 
rebellion, and then be spared ~s innocent. Holiness 
ceases to be holy, except it inflict on sin the penalties 
of its guilt. Righteousness is no n101"e righteous, if 
it withholds the righteous condemnation. Truth lies 
lo\v in ignominious shalne, if the ,vords be not 
, . 
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fulfilled, "The wages of sin is death." (Rom. vi. 23.) 
"Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book: of the law to do them." 
(Gal. iii. 10.) The arm of On1nipotence is a broken 
reed, if it wield no sword to vindicate the honor 
and the majesty of God's kingdom. Thus the guilty 
cannot be screened as guiltless. 
Doubtless God is rich in mercy: His mercy endureth 
for ever: His mercy reacheth unto the heavens. "To 
the Lord our God belong mercies." If cOrr;tpassion 
\"ere not a bright beam in heaven, there could be no 
remission of offence, no substitutional offering, no 
transfer of guilt to a Surety, no Gospel, no Christ, 
no cross, no reconciling blood. 
But mercy cannot annihilate the attributes \vhich 
sit as compeers on the glorious' throne. It lives 
co-equal with them. Its delight is to exalt, to 
Inagnify, to glorify them. Patience may wait long, 
until settled purposes are fully ripe; forbearance 
n1ay forbear, until the cup of wrath at last over-
flOV\TS; long-suffering may endure, until the extremest 
limit be attained; but their honor must be maintained, 
and guilt not screened in Christ must encounter the 
just woe. The interceding voice, "Let it alone" at 
last will cease. God can by no means clear the 
guilty. Guilt then must receive its penal wages, 
unless some' scheme be found to intercept the 
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terrible result. Who now can fail to feel that the 
guilty sinner needs mercies and forgivenesses 1 
Let the page of experience be next read. It js 
,vritten throughout with testimony that tremendous 
indications of divine displeasure pursue guilt. Amid 
sweet rays of mercy striving to break forth, big drops 
of wrath often descend. The present aspect of earth 
is mournfully significant: the whole creation groans 
and travails together. "That is inscribed on all the 
tears and travail 1 These dark evidences pToclain1 
tl1at sin has polluted earth, and that guilt is the con-
comitant of sin, and that penalty adheres to guilt. 
Tears and sighs and anguish in multiform misery 
tell ,vbat sin has brought into this ea,rth: sufferings 
and agony point to their prolific parent. Mourners 
ever mourning, the afflicted ever ,vailing, the bereaved 
ever disconsolate, sickness ever ,vealtening, pains 
ever torturing, death ever doing its relentless work, 
graves insatiable, loudly tell that God has a contro-
versy 'with earth. Thus the ,vide spread of lllisery 
proves that the guilt of sin a,vakens just displeasure. 
Mark, next, the terrors of conscience ,vhen aroused 
from apathetic sllunber by the Spirit. See the man 
awakened to the real perils of a guilty state. He is 
brought into a nev\T ,vorld, where all is dis111ay. He 
perceives that his fJet totter on the brink of a terrific 
preClplce. He sees an abyss yawning in his path. 
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He tren1bles, lest the next step may plunge him into 
bottomless perdition. He looks back, and shudders 
at his past career: he looks above; the sight is black-
ness of darkness: he looks on ward, and hopelessness 
affrights him. All within stirs up remorse: all 
around is terror. The past cannot be recalled: the 
present must move onward: the future cannot be 
escapecL 
In what mirror are these terrors seen? Surely in 
the mirror of sin's guilt. Conscience, in the Spirit's 
light, convicts of Sill. Guilt is its inseparable com-
panion: vengeance from heaven closely follo"\vs. The 
a,vakened conscience knows this a~d quakes. 
Annals of the past confirm this statement: they 
exhibit terrific outbreaks of divine wrath. Let the old 
,vorld tell its awful tale. Its "\vickedness exceeded all 
that is denounced as \\Ticked: its trespass gre"\v up 
unto the heavens. Enormity of evil cried aloud, 
and enormity of vengeance slumbered not. God 
opened the sluices above, and called the ,vaters' from 
their lowest caverns; billo,vs upon billows s\vell ed ; 
one vast flood' cleared the polluted earth, "\vith the 
exception of one family. Each drop of that over-
,vhelming deluge proves that sinful earth is guilty 
earth; and guilty earth cannot but call down ·wrath . 
. Let another instance lend corroborating aid. 
Omitting the cities of the plain,-a smoking furnace, 
C 
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a flood of flame,-let the miseries of Jerusalem in her 
final siege be pondered. Where can· horrors be found 
like unto those horrors! The svvord, the pestilence, 
the famine, the, fire, the signs in the heavens, the 
,vails of earth, surpassed all former portents. Ven-
geance sharpened its every fang to mangle and to 
torture. Jerusalem drank a brimful cup, and drank 
... 
it to the very dregs. Whence c011).es this unparalleled 
anguish? Sin stands out as the guilty cause. Enor-
IUOUS guilt brought down enormous wrath. 
Here let a shuddering glance look inward. Is not 
every child of luan deeply immersed in guilt? " All 
\ve like sheep have gone astray, we have turned 
everyone to his o,vn· way." (Is. liii. 6.) " All 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." 
(Rom. iii. 23.) HovY then shall the guilty escape, if 
no forgiveness hold bacl{ the arm of wrath! Ho'\v 
precious now are the tidings: "To the Lord our God 
belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have 
rebelled against Him." 
Thus far the guilt of sin has been vie,ved, as 
exhibited in time, and as endured on the little space 
of this passing scene. But sin's results end not '\vith 
earth's brief moment. Here is only the opening of 
the sluice: the stream flo\ys on\vard into the ocean of 
eternity, and there the billo\vs find no shore, no 
bottom. 
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It requires no small effort to proceed; but to 
pause here "Tould leave the subject on the thresh-
hold of its magnitude. ProgTess must be made: 
time's flimsy veil must be "\vithdTawn; realities 
beyond must be distinctly faced. 
II. Sin's final doom now meets us. Scripture 
abounds in warnings: their" plainness is only 
equalled by their awe; their terrors aTe all faithful-
ness and truth. They speak loudly that men may 
ponder and escape. Blessed be the Holy Spirit for 
this arresting voice! He uncloaks the approaching 
day of the revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God:" "when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with Hjs mighty angels, in flaming fire 
talring vengeance on them that kno\v not God, and 
that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Ohrist : 
\vho shall be punished "\vith everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
His poyver." (2 Thess. i. 7-9.) Indignation and 
\vrath, tribulation and anguish, are denounced on 
every soul of man that doeth evil. (Rom. ii. 8, 9.) 
There is no nygative in this catalogue of woes." 
It is the aggregate of every form of positive en-
durance. Who can gaze with firm eye on the 
pictures of the Apocalypse! But they are por-
trayed for our admonition. Behold! He who is 
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announced as the Word of God appears treading 
cc the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Aln1ighty· God." (Rev. xix. 15.) Here the omnipo-
tence of God is exhibited not only luighty in "\vrath, 
but fierce in wrath, infuriate to execute vengeance .. 
What n1ust that vengeance be ! 
Tren1eIidous term~ exhaust the povvers of imagi-
nation. The voice thunders, cc Depart from :1\fe, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels." Again the sound is heard of "black-
ness of darkness for ever;" "vveeping and wailing 
and gnashing of teeth;" "the worln that dieth not, 
the fire that is not quenched." N o drop of "\vate,r cools 
the parched tongue, and these torll1ents are to endure 
for ever and for ever. No hope of deliverance 
sustains the lost. No respite ever relieves. Inter-
ll1ission never brings a n101uentary ease. No glin1pse 
of dawn gives prospect of a better dCLY. What ,vas 
still is, and ever shall be. It is all pain ,vithout 
release, all 111isery for everlasting ages. It is the 
,voe of an eternal njght. 
Such is the endless end of sin. Such are the 
penalties to "\vhich its guilt is righteously alnenable. 
Such is its sure conden1nation. 
This picture is no fable; no fiction; no hyperbole. 
No color is inscribed too darkly. ~hese are the true 
sayings of Hiln who is the Truth. But pictures, 
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ho\vever vivid, fail to give exact idea. The painted 
flame sho\vs not the sting and biting pungency of fire. 
They know litt.le of the angry ocean's swell,-of the 
agonies of a wrecked crew,-of the strength of the 
infuriate lion,-of the devastation of the volcano, 
"\vho only see these images portrayed on canvas. 
As bea,;en to be really known must be attained, so 
sin's ,vages must be received before the fruit of its 
guilt can be conceived. 
It ,vill be happy if through this dreary passage a 
glorious prospect is attained. It \vill be so to all 
"\vho no\v clasp to grateful hearts the good ne\vs: 
"To the Lord oui" God belong nlercies and for-
givenesses, though "\ve "have rebelled against Him." 
Let then the reviving truth no\v have free course 
and be glorified. A remedy is provided. A refuge 
is erected. A fortress of escape is near. A rescue 
js at the door. {C God is in Christ reconciling the 
"\vorld unto HimseJf, not ilnputing their trespasses 
unto thenl." (2 Cor. v. 19.) Christ comes to the 
blessed "\vork in obedience to the heavenly call, and 
the dictates of His love. He vicariously endures all 
these penalties. Hence" repentance and remission 
\ 
of sins are preached in His name among all nations." 
Let the tidings be devoutly prized, "Christ has 
suffered the just fOl~ the unjust." In Him all manner 
of sin is forgiven to the children Qf men. This 
22 FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 
forgiveness of sins is the corner stone and glory of 
His Gospel. Gaining validity through Christ's blood, 
it remits all penalties to the believer, abrogates all 
demands, relaxes all bonds, cancels all debts, blots out 
every accusing charge, silences all threats, blunts 
every weapon of vvrath, extracts tbe sting of ven-
geance, averts all n1iseries, removes all apprehensions, 
" , 
opens the prison-doors, loosens all chains, closes hell, 
makes a straight path to heaven, and cro\vns an in-
numerable luultitude vlith blessings of celestial favor. 
Let men be \vise to seek. in an accepted time this 
inestinlable gift. Let them, the Spirit helping, 
secure this prize, and turn not from the Father 
of all mercies, heaping on Ohrist the outpourings of 
His \vrath, that He Inay heap infinities of bliss and 
glory on pardoned guilt. 
Let not the only hope he slighted. It sllines in 
Christ and in Christ alo:ne. He is the treasure-house 
in vvhicb forgiveness is stored. Let not the multitude, 
or l11agnitude, or heinousness of transgressions deter. 
" A fountain is opened for all sin and uncleanness." 
They ,vho cast themselves therein are "\vhiter tban 
the \vhitest snow. Their blessed experience may 
truly testify, "To the Lord our God belong mercies and 
forgivenesses, though "',ve have rebelled against Him." 
cc There is therefore no\v no condelnnation t.o thelU 
\vhich are in Christ Jesus." (Rom. viii. 1.) . 
IlL 
THE ORIGINATING CA.USE. 
"In whom 'we have J'ede?nption thrO'llgh His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riclws oj His grace." 
E . I":" - PH. 1. ,. 
FORGIVING mercy abounds in aspects which only 
vary to increase delight. These aspects are ever 
fresh joy in the days of earthly pilgrimage. They 
,viII not 'w'eary throughout eternity. What ,vill 
prompt the ascription of glory and dominion "unto 
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
> 
His· own blood"? (Rev. i. 5.) Surely it will be a 
Tealized pardon. To s,vell this chorus ,Yill be 
pleasures at God's right hand for evernlore, and 
happiness in its fullest flow, and bliss. on its highest 
pinnacle, and delight in its supreme perfection. 
The more this \ song is practised no,v, the more 
'will earth assjmiJate to heaven, and meetness ripen 
for divine employ. 
Let then this theme be now contemplated from 
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another stand-point. By gradual steps a position 
has been reached fron1 which the expansive plain 
of forgiv~ness may be largely and intelligently 
surveyed. With this purport the valley of humilia-
tion has been entered: the urgent need has been 
portrayed. With open eye the truth has been 
contemplated that guilt is linked to sin, and guilt 
awakens vvrath. 
The fact, too, .has been established that this 
tyrant enslaves each child of Inan and entwines 
adamantine fetters of condelnnation. What con-
dition can be more appalling! Sinners are righ-
teously obnoxious to vengeance and must eternally 
endure the penalty, unless some way be found for 
the entrance of forgiveness. But ,vhile the death-
knell sounded, the reviving note ,vas heard: "To 
the Lord our God belong nlercies and forgi venesses~ 
though "\ve have rebelled against Him." " In Christ 
Jesus "\ve have redenlption through His blood, the 
forgi veness of sins according to the riches of His 
grace." 
The question now occurs, Whence springs forgi ve-
ness? Where is the birth-place of this friend to 
sinners? Here the 'Vord gives distinct reply: "In 
'VhOlll "\ve have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, wccording to the riches of His 
grace." Precious and abundant is the revelation: a 
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full cup of mercy is presented to our lips; Christ's 
blood is announced as the purchasing price; God's 
grace is added. as the originating source. Let 
thoughts of the price at present be postponed; the 
origin and fountain-head claim first attention; and 
may the God of all grace send out His light and 
trutl1 to guide and teach! For as the sun is only 
seen through solar light, so gl"ace cannot be visible 
except grace lends enlightening rays. 
To 'exclude lllisapprehension, it is "veIl at the 
outset closely to scan grace. In its objective sense, 
as a heavenly attribute, it exhibits God in loveliest 
vie,v. It is a bright jewel in the cro\vn of His 
glory; it sits high on the throne of His perfections; 
it is love flo'\ving in the deep channel of freeness. It 
£nds its sphere of action not only in compassionating 
misery, wretchedness, distress, anguish, agony, ,\voe ; 
it looks tenderly on SL1ch sufferers in their most 1"e- \ 
pulsive condition of undeserving and guilty; it yearns 
"with pitying eye over the extremities of demerit, 
-over those who are obnoxious to wrath,-under 
ju::;t condelunation,-utterly \vithout the. slightest ray 
of excuse,-righteously doomed to penal vengeance. 
J\fisery may exist with no fault as its occasion: 
ll1ercy may hasten to soothe and to allay it; but grace 
is more than mercy; it melts "vith pity over sinners 
in the lo\vest cells of guilt. It flies to avert execution, 
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when just sentence has gone forth. When no cause 
exists to soften, when every motive seems to steel 
the hea~ .. t, grace freely loves, because it will love. 
Such is grace in Scripture statement; such is grace 
as the originating cause of the forgiveness of sins. 
When the Spirit lends illuminating aid it is evident 
that unless grace had thus intervened no sinner could 
escape the wrath denounced. That this conclusion 
may be more deeply impressed let thought confront 
earth's final day. This day comes on apace. All 
,vho have ever breathed the breath of life must meet 
it. Suppose the great vvhite throne to be no\v fixed, 
the judgnlent to be set, and the books opened. "'\That 
do they shovv? Page upon page appears black vvith 
recitals of transgression. 
When the record of daily life is publjcly proclailued, 
,vbo aluong the children of nlen can lift up the head 
and boldly aver, These doings are not sins? Inlffiu-
nity is tbeir due. This cannot be said. Truth now 
reigns. Fallacies have vanished; self-deceit no longer 
blinds; the light of heaven has dissipated all Inists. 
,e Every mouth nlust be stopped, and all the \vorld 
luust become guilty before God." (RonJ. iii. 19.) No 
flesh can seek acquittal on the plea of innocence. . 
But \vhile guilt is acltllo\vledged, are there pleas 
which can restrain ~he merited penalties, or can avail 
to \vin forgiveness? Let the exanlination advance 
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as if the tribunal were some earthly bar, and the 
proceedings were conducted "after the manner of 
lllen." 
Shall it be said, These sins are snlall in magni-
tude and trifling in importance? "V\That, is not every 
deviation frOln the perfect law of love an offence of 
infinite amount? It must be so when measured by 
the lllajesty of the infinite Lawgiver. There is no 
little sin, because there is no little la1v, no little God. 
Can that be small which is allied to eternal wrath 1 
No plea is valid "\vhich ignores the nature of offence. 
Shall any plead the. scanty number of their 
sins 1 Be it so, that in some cases through short 
time or restricted opportunities sins are comparatively 
few. There will be stripes more, and stripes fe,;ver. 
But in what instance have they not been com-
mensurate "\vith the moments of life, and as s\varnling 
as the multitude of thoughts! Let it never be 
forgotten that if sin were only one, it would be 
violation of the law, and as such ,vonld call for 
penalty. It must obtain forgiveness or "\vrath must 
be ou tpoured. 
" . Shall thoughtlessness and Ignorance be pleaded? 
Pei-haps a\vakened conscience may disdain such 
'\veak excuse; but if it be nlade it cannot extenuate, 
but rather it aggravates the guilt. Is thoughtless-
ness, ,yith eternity at the door, no fault? Is 
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ignorance excusable, ,vith the Bible ~n the hand or 
,vithin reach? Is not the Gospel within hearing? 
What Gould God have done luore to a,vaken, to 
instruct, to guide? Account is due, not only for 
,vhat is knovYn, but for the kno\vledg~ ,vithin grasp. 
Esca pe is vain \v hen based on wilful blindness. 
Whither novY shall the guilty flee? Shall 
penitence, contrition, sbanle, and tears be proffered 
in arrest of judgment? ,Vhat is their worth ,yhen 
,veighed against God's just demands! Besides, 
when penitence, contrition, shanle, and tears. are real, 
they are evidence that grace exists. They are 
divinely genuine only in the territory of experienced 
pardon. 
Such reasoning 11light be extended until itnagi-
nation's inventions failed. But enougl1 has been 
said. No ingenuity, apart f1'o111 Christ and irrespec-
tive of God's grace, can fabricate one bar to check 
guilt's punishment. No urgency, no potency of 
pl~as can claim rel11ission. 
18 then the sinner's case beyond all hope? Far 
other\vise. It is bright as the brightest rays of heaven. 
"To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgive- ' 
nesses, though vye have rebelled against lIinl." 
V\Thence then springs this reviving light ? No 
reply except frolTl heaven can satisfy. But the 
"W~ord annonnces that fronl the fountain of free 
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grace streams of forgiving n1ercy fIo"\y. "In whom 
i,ve have redelnption throngh His blood, the forgive-
ness of sins, according to the riches of His grace." 
Blessed be God, forgiveness flies swiftly froll1 the 
heaNen of heavens, speeded by the wings of grace. 
It makes large strides to blot out sin, but every step 
lTIOVeS in the path of grace. On every feature in 
the scheme of forgiveness the lineaments of free 
grace hean). 
(1) Investigate the first conception of pardon. 
Here steps mllst move with meekest reverence. No 
a.dvance can be safe except in the footsteps of the 
Spirit's teaching: but Scripture is not silent concern-
ing counsels of grace. It is written with ull111istakable 
intent, "He \yorkethall things after the counsel of 
His o\yn ,vill." Thus forgiveness is the result. of 
deliberate resolve. The purchasing blood is declared 
to be "the blood of the everlasting covenant." 
(Reb. xiii. 20.) Jesus is announced as the Mediator 
of the new covenant (Reb. xii. 24); and alnong the 
articles of this better covenant it is stipulated, "I 
will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their 
sins and iniquities 'Yill I remember no more." Thus 
forgiveness emanates from deliberate counsels in 
which free love reigns. In accordance the sound 
is heard of "God's great love ,vherewith He loved 
us, 'v hen ,ve were dead in sins:" and again, 
30 FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 
" Herein is love, not that ,ve loved God, but that He 
loved us, and sent His Son to be' the propitiation for 
our sin's." These counsels consult for the sinner not 
as pardoned and restored, but that he may be 
pardoned and restored; not as extricated from tbe 
pit of guilt, but as lying helpless in its mire. Thus 
forgiveness originates from grace . 
.. 
(2) Next, the prominent feature in the scheme of 
forgivene8s nlanifests free grace. This feature is 
willingness to accept a substitutional payluent, to 
inflict vicarious punishment, to transfer guilt from 
the personally guilty to one capable to represent 
them. It consents to regard those in ,vhose stead the 
Surety stands, as liberated, absolved, acquitted, 
justified, blameless, innocent. Hear the grand 
announcement, " All ,ve like sheep have gone astray, 
vve have turned everyone to' his own way, and the 
Lord hath laid on Hiln,"-l-Iis beloved Son, our 
Surety,-" the iniquity of us all." (Is. liii. 6.) A 
glorious note confirnls the truth, "He hath made 
Hinl to be sin for us vvho lcne,v no sin, that we nlight 
be luade the righteousness of God in Hinl." Our 
God takes off sin from the actual perpetrator, 
reluoves the crushing burden, transfers the guilt, and 
con8equently the penalty and 'vrath. But nothing 
of lnerit on the sinner's part, nothing out of Hin1-
self moves, God to this act. Grace calls- and grace 
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accepts a Substitute. Thus again, forgiveness springs 
from grace. 
(3) What but grace induces ChTist to undertake the 
Surety-place? Grace leads Him so to humble Him-
self as to put on the prison garb, and to personate 
the vilest prisoners. He, the all holy and all just, 
presents Himself as responsible for all iniquity, and 
appropriates to Himself all guilt. With no reluctant 
step He ascends the altar of the cross, He lays bare 
His heart to bury the sword of justice. He 
receives as His own due every vial of God's wrath, 
and drinks them to the very dregs. No merit in the 
sinners, for ,ybom He thus endures, could n10ve. In 
them everything is most vile, unlovely, repulsive: 
they are laden "\vith abonlinations most. abhorred. 
It is vain then to seek any moving cause, but free 
grace. Let then the song of praise be heard,-
through grace His people are vicariously punished; 
through grace they are most graciously forgiven. 
(4) It js most pertinent to add that this forgive-
ness only "\vorks in the sphere of Christ. It is the 
property and privilege of those only who are one 
with Hilll, the m~mbers of His mystic body, the 
spouse of His heart, the branches of the true 
vine, the living stones annexed to Him the true 
foundation. The link which constitutes this union 
is faith. Faith sees Christ in all His beauty, glorYj 
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power and "\villingness to save. It recognises HilTI 
as wholly suitable, snpreluely capable, divinely 
sufficient, infinitely willing. As such it flees to HiD1, 
elnbraces Hilu, cleaves to Hilu and becomes identi-
fied ,vitll Hin1 for ever. Whence arises this faith? 
Scripture' decides, "therefore it is of faith, that it 
111ight be by grage." (Rom. iv. 16.) Faith is a 
free-grace gift. The Holy Spirit in love descends, 
bringing this seed frOITI heaven, and implants it in 
the heart. Without faith there is no forgiveness 
through the work. of Christ, and without grace 
there is 110 faith. Hence forgiveness is interwoven 
with grace. 
(5) The Spirit in the plenitude of His love 
preserves, guards, waters, nourishes this plant, until 
mortality is s,vallo\ved up of life, and the head stone 
of redenlption's pyraulid is brought forth "with 
shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it." CZech. iv. 7.) 
Thus fronl foundation to conlpletion every stone in 
the fabric of forgiveness is laid· and celnented by 
free grace. "In \vholn ,ve have redenlption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the 
. 1 f H' " rIC les 0 IS grace. 
It is thus apparent that the scheme of forgiveness 
is heavenborn and \vorthy of its Author~ It seats 
God on I-lis high throne, and cro\vns HiDl with His 
eternal glory. It sinks man into the depths of his 
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O\"V11 nothingness and exhibits him as fast bound in 
fetters of helplessness; exposed to storms of wrath 
and unable to devise a shelter. It kindles in the 
redeemed heart flames of adoration praise and love. 
It a"wakens the only motive of grateful service and 
holy life. They who would work out their own 
forgiveness work as slaves) and fail and perish. They 
,vho ,york because they are through grace forgiven) 
,york as happy and beloved sons. They meeten to 
reign v{ith Christ in glory for evermore. 
D 
IVI 
THE PRIOE. 
(PART 1.) 
,c In WhOl1~ we 7~ave rede'lrtption t7~ro~(,g h His blood, the for-
giveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace." 
-EPH. i. 7. 
A RETROSPECTIVE glance promotes intelligent ad-
vance. The need of pardoning grace has been 
established. Sin appeared a grievous, an appalling, 
an universal malady, spreading V\Tide infection: it 
held Adam's faulily in iron grasp, and branded thenl 
as crinlinals awaiting execution. No lip could 
qualify the truth: "All the world is become guilty 
before God." (Ronl. iii. 19.) The province of 
nature and of self disclosed no hope. On one hand 
there was no help; on the other there vvas no refuge. 
Above, righteous anger frowned; belo,v, perdition 
ya\vned. Despair seelned ready to engulf ,vhen the 
fair fields of grace arose to vie,v, and a tender voice 
resounded: "To the Lord our God belong mercies and 
forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against HiDl." 
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Next the inquiry was probed: "How can forgiveness 
acquire life?" In such matter no unsu bstantial 
ans,ver can give peace: anxious fe~t refuse to stand, 
except upon a solid rock. Scripture quickly removed 
all doubt: grace is proclaimed as the fountain-head 
of pardon. "In "\vhom "\ve have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of His grace." Thus a scheme of forgiveness 
gains birth: it springs from the deep source of 
grace: it flows on in this channel, ever widening, 
expanding, and thus swells into the ocean of eternal 
glory.; The word stands as a bright pyramid: "By 
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God." (Eph. ii. 8.) 
But trembling sinners may still be tossed by ebbs 
and flo'\vs of fears. Sins continually start up in 
affrighting fornls. Conscience drags thelu to light, 
nlultitudinous as ocean's sands, terrible as an army 
of giants. A dreadful book of account contains 
"\vithin and \vithout unans\verable indictments: it 
sl1o,YS charges of debts to God's justice, rebellion 
against His rule, robbery of His due, d-efiance of His 
authority, insults to His majesty, estrangement from 
\ 
IIis service, hatred of His holiness, contelupt of His 
law: perpetrations all abominable in His sight. 
How then can grace, yearning to confer forgiveness, 
erase reckonings so countless, so black, so great! 
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God is just, as surely as He is gracious. Grace 
cannot trample upon righteousness; holiness cannot 
be ignored. "God sitteth upon the throne of His 
holiness." CPs. xlvii. 8.) (( Holiness becometh His 
house for ever." CPs. xciii. 5.) Truth too, denlands 
that its every word shall be luagnified and honored. 
Hovv then shall gl~~ce bring in forgiveness? Such 
tren1blings haunt many breasts. 
Here the Scripture in our front gives sweet reply. 
Its lovely light dispels these darl{ening clouds, and 
fills the firlnarnent "\vith rays of peace. Let elnphasis 
rest on its central clause: "In "\vhom we have redemp-
tion th1"O'L~gh His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of His grace." 
Grace originates forgiveness Dot arbitrarily, not in 
disregard of holy clailTIS, not in violation of co-equal 
attributes; but in fullest recognition of Jehovah's 
unity. Just payn1eut 111Ust be made; and it is n1ade 
by the atoning God-Inan. A ,vondrous strealTI flo\vs 
fronl the vrondrous cross: its value is infinite, because 
lIe "\vho renders it is infinite. Its inherent boundless-
ness Inerits, earns, procures boundless renlission of 
guilt: there can be no liinits to its excellency; 
therefore there aTe no lilllits to its efficacy. Far 
as the east is froin the "Test, its reach extends; 
therefore far as the east is from the west, it relnoves 
transgression froln God's sight. It is unfathomable 
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as the ocean's depth; therefore it buries all guilt in 
caverns beyond Omniscience's sight. Oh, scheme 
divine! It is surpassing ecstasy to ponder and 
adore it. 
Sin luight be punished \vithout effort on the part 
of God. Let Him speak the 'word, and the arn1ies 
of heaven issue forth to bind the tares in bundles 
for the burning. Let the restraining chain relax, 
and the inexorable jailer drags the condemned 
criminals to his cells of torment. Men left to their 
o"\vn ,vays "rill quickly people hell. It requires no 
intervention to destroy; but to introduce forgiveness 
demands the energies of heaven. This grace can 
gain no existence but through the death of God's 
co-eterna1 Son. Because He dies, forgiveness lives: 
all "\vho are screened by forgiveness are cleansed and 
"\vashed in blood. It is distinctly written, "Without 
shedding of blood there is no remission." But this 
ren11ssion is secured; for Jesus gives the assurance: 
"This is :IYIy blood of the N e\v Testament, which is 
shed for many for the remission of sins." (Matt. 
xxvi. 28.) Thus the sacranlental cup ccnnmemorates 
the full' price paid, and echoes ~he words, "In 'Nhonl 
\V!·~ have redemption through His blood, the forgive-
ness of sins, according to the riches of His grace." 
Let now water be drawn from tIle deep wells of 
these glad tidings. Let the price be considered 
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as covenan ted, foreshad o"\ved, sufficient. Other pro-
perties ,vill present food for after-thought. 
I. It is a covenant price. The everlasting 
covenant has exact terlns: alnong them the price of 
blooJ is foremost. Let thanks be given for such a 
covenant, in all things ordered and sure. Let thanks 
be given that the Holy Spirit dravYs back the 
curtains of heaven's council-chamber, and sho"\vs 
SOllle glances of the scene. Let the privilege of 
pondering these n1ysteries be gratefully and rever-
ently used. 
Here is a :tiela in ,v hich no idle curiosity may 
sport, or sceptic speculation place unballo"\ved foot; 
but, traversed ,by faith, it leads into rich pastures. 
Revelation then discloses a conlpact framed before 
the foundation of the lvorld. The eternal Father 
stipulates "\vith the co-eternal Son that Jehovah's 
glory shall be magnified in the accomplishn1ent of 
, 
salvation. To Christ belongs the main concernment: 
J-Ie is the substance of the ,vhole: He is so inter-
,. . 
t,vined in every part that He is en1phatica.lly called 
the Covenant itself. It is the Father's voice: "I ,vill 
preserve Thee, and g+ve Thee as a Oovenant to the 
peol)le." (Is. xlix. 8.) I-Ie is the "Suret.y" of it. 
As such lIe js l)ledged for the performance of its 
every term. . He is the "Messengex" of it., As such 
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He publishes its sure mercies. But especially He 
affixes to it the 'seal of blood. ,To accomplisll this 
He takes man's nature, becomes bone of our bone, 
flesh of our flesh, and thus is qualified to pay the 
. 
prIce. . 
In foresight of this expiating death the prophet 
proclaims, (( By the blood of Thy covenant I have 
sent forth Thy. prisoners out of the pit '\vherein 
is no water." CZech. ix. 11.) The Apostle re-echoes 
the san1e: "Now the God of peace that brought again 
frolll the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd 
of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you perfect in every good work." 
(Heb. xiii. 20, 21.) Thus the covenant of eternal 
origin delnands blood: forgiveness must be purchased 
by this price. 
Peter, gazing with rapture on the scheme exclailns, 
(( Ye kno\v tha.t ye were not redeemed \vith cor-
ruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain 
conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 
but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and \vithout spot;" and-relnembering 
the covenant, he adds, "who verily \vas fore-ordained 
1 
before the foundation of the ,vorld." (1 Peter i. 
18-20.) Thus line upon line confirms the glorious 
truth that blood is the covenanted price of for-
. glveness. 
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The A. pocal ypse in varied terms gi yes repetition. 
In its visions "the Lamb slain" appears. The countless 
multitude are arrayed in robes, "white in the blood 
of the Lalub." The rebels against God are described 
as they" \vhose nalnes are not \vritten in the book 
of life of the Lan1b slain from the foundation of the 
world." (Rev. xiii. 8.) The victim dies: conditions 
" 
are fulfilled. 0 Lalub of God, that takest a,vay the 
sin of the world, ,vho will not bless Thee, who will 
not adore Thee, that Thou didst covenant in eternal 
counsels to shed Thy luost precious blood to purchase 
forgiveness, and ill time didst redeem the pledge! 
II. The price of forgiveness is not only covenanted 
and fore-ordained, it is also fore-shado,ved. What 
grace arranged before tilne was, grace quickly 
testifies when time begins. Thus, before the cross 
was raised, its shadow cast its length over preceding 
ages. BefoTe the price ,vas really paid, foresight of 
it breaks forth in types, in visions, in prophecies, in 
prolnjses. Heralds' voices proclailned that He ,vas 
approaching who should pay do\vn the ransom. Let 
Eden's garden commence the pToof. There sin enters 
and guilt is contracted. Punishment must follow. The 
"Toman's seed is announced as coming to avert this 
woe. The tempter shall bruise His heel, but He shall 
brui~e the tempter's head. Here are the intelligible 
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tidings that a Deliverer should expiate by suffering. 
But in the garden more than this promise is vouch-
safed. The skins of beasts are used to form a 
clothing: natural death touched not these animals; 
no conclusion can be held but that they died in 
foreshac1o'wing sacrifice. Thus the covenanted price 
assumes the distinct form of blood shed. This 
typical blood flows on in never-ceasing stream: it 
continues its teaching at every patriarchal, every 
J e,vish altar, in every sacrificing priest, in every 
\ 
reeking knife, in every dying victim, in the temple, 
on the great day of atonement, before the mercy-seat. 
Has this uniformity of blood no voice 1 Truly it 
anticipates the blood of Calvary for the forgiveness 
of sins. 
The elders of the family of faith clearly saw its 
purport: they rejoiced in sight of the foreshado"\ved 
price. Here was the essence of their peace, the 
strength of their hope, the po"\ver of their prayers. 
Such is the constant pleading at the throne of grace, 
cc Wash me througbly froln mine iniquity and cleanse 
me from my sin; "\vash me and I shall be "\vhiter 
than sno\y." Shall ,Ye, who can go back to Cal vary 
\ 
and behold the price there paid, scruple to rejoice in 
the finished work, and to sue out its benefits? 
Rather let our trust in the accomplished work exceed 
the confidence of those who saw it only through the 
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vista of long distance. We who live under the 
beams of the mid-day su~, should not be less joyous 
than those who saw throngIl a diln twilight. 
III. Sufficient. Vain would have been the 
covenant, vain the foreshado,ving, jf the price had 
failed in ,Yorth. But it is all-sufficient. The vastness 
of the deluands inaeed exceeds all thought. Satis-
faction is due for all the injuries done to all divine 
requirenlents. The la,\y requires perfect love at 
every 11101nent of tilne, in every movement of the 
lllind, in every thought, and word, and ,vork: every 
deviation, every shortc0111ing subjects the transgressor 
to the inexorable curse. 0 sinners, narro\\Tly vie,v 
the debt 1 Pile mountains upon mountains until 
heaven's SUlllmit be overpast: the pyralllid of your 
iniq uities raises a far higher head. Count all the 
sands ,vhich ocean's bed contains: t.he multitude of 
your iniquities is an outnulubering luass. For each 
offence the uttermost due must be paid, or the dread 
score re111ains, and no door is opened to adluit 
forgiveness: but the God-man brings price sufficient. 
Let justice no,v present its scales: in the one let sin 
be heaped; in the other let Jesus place His nleri-
torious blood. It instantly and infinitely prevails 
Justice can ask no lTIOre. Infinite "\vorth is its 
inseparable adjunct: it is paid by Jehovah's fello,v. 
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This offering is greater homa.ge to God's attributes 
than all earth's rUIn: it brings more glory to 
J ebovah than the endless punishment of all who 
ever sinned. Their never-ending endurance could 
never have reached the end of the demand; but 
the blood of boundless value at once liquidates the 
,vho1e. Where sin tremendously abounds, the price 
Illost gloriously superabounds. Let the thought give 
cOlllfort. Forgiveness thus COlnes not only most 
graciously, but most righteously. No holy require-
1l1ent is relaxed: God is inflexibly and unchangeably 
just, while He freely justifies. It is a grand word, 
cc If ,ve confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to. cleanse us from all unrigh-
teousness." (1 John i. 9.) Thus all obstacles are 
relTIoved; the gates are widely open; the portals 
give free way. Forgiveness has clear path; it lnay 
enter every home and every heart, blotting out all 
~illS) and bringing back the sons of faith to the bosom 
of a reconciled Father. 
But one phrase of the text must not be overlooked. 
It is \Yritten, "In 1vhorn v{e have redemption." In 
Christ, in Christ alone, forgiveness dwells: He is the 
\ 
sphere, the elelnent, the home, the condition, as He 
is the price of it. It is the exclusive portion of 
those \vho are in Him, who d\vell in Him, are 
engraftec1 into HilTI, are cenlented into Him, are 
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united to Him, are one \vith Him, buried in His 
\vounded side, risen with Hiln to newness of life, 
seated -with Him in heavenly places. Apart froln 
Him forgiveness has no place: there is only a fearfn 1. 
looking for of judglnent to conle; the~'efore Scripture 
cries, "Seek the Lord vvhile He nlay be found, call 
upon Hinl \vhile. He is near;" "Return unto the 
Lord, and He 1vilf have mercy, and to our God for 
He will abundantly pardon." 
THE PRICE. 
(PART II.) 
" In whorn we have rede71~ption thr01/Jgh His blood, the fo1'-
gi1)eness of sins, according to the riches of His grace." 
E . ~ . - ~ PH. 1. ,. 
FOR.GIVENESS of sins still sparkles before our eyes as 
purchased by a ·wondrous price. The imnlensity of 
the claims against the sinner has sho"\vn a giant 
form: except these claims be fully satisfied for-
giveness bus not free course. The avenue is closed: 
it cannot fly to earth. But satisfaction is rendered: 
thorough price is paid. Jesus presented His blood. 
Its "\vorth prevailed: all demands are cancelled. 
This price has been already vie\ved in some of its 
aspects. It has been pondered as a covenant price, 
pledged in everlasting counsels, set forth from the 
fou:ac1ation of the ,vorld. It has been seen as fore-
shado"\ved; announced in no ambiguous shape by types 
of multifornl variety, and heralded by a long train of 
l)rophecies. It has been proved to be sufficient: it 
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-, 
reached to the length and breadth, the depth and 
height of every requirement. It entirely silenced each 
opposing adversary: it enabled every holy attribute 
joyfully to concur in pardon. Thus forgiveness 
strides forth arrayed in conquering garb. 
But the properties of this price are not yet 
exllausted; indeed they are, in every sense, inex-
~. 
haustible. Let it suffice to add (4) it is accepted; 
(5) it is peace speaking; (6) it stands alone, without 
a colleague. May God, the Holy Spirit, supply each 
word! May He send forth the -Gospel sound! ]\iuy 
,villing hearts receive it ! 
IV. It is accepted of God. The soul which has 
groaned beneath the load of sin, and trelnbled under 
apprehension of divine displeasure, and been scared 
by the thunders of the brok~en la"\y, and seen hell 
... 
gaping in the front, cannot easily be persuaded that 
forgiveness reU10ves all peril. It d"\vells alllong 
startling fears, and trelnbles as on haunted ground. 
The "\villingness of Jesus to bear all guilt lllay he 
allov\Ted; the infinite "\vorth of Hil? proffered blood 
111ay be readily ackno,vledged: but misgivings 111ay 
ari fie as to the acceptance of the offering. ]\{a y not 
t.he price be r~iected? If so, the guilt remains 
uncancelled, and punish~lent is not averted. l\fay 
not justice turn froln surety-paynlent? . May it not 
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inexorably require personal redress for personal 
offence? But these tremblings quickly vanish before 
Gospel-statements. The evidence is plenary that 
the price is graciously accepted. Grace plans the 
sa.ving scheme and grace receives it. 
The main proof comes from Jesus' resurrection. 
At Calvary He dies, and the price of blood is paid. 
If here the scene had closed, and Jesus had lain 
hidden in the tomb, the balance might have trembled 
bet"\veen hope and fear. Sanguine hope might have 
maintained that such ,vondrous blood must certainly 
prevail; but fears might have whispered, There is no 
evidence of success: perchance some difficulty bas 
intervened. But when it is seen that death is 
impotent to detain the Substitute, that the shackles 
are relaxed, that the prison bars fly back, that the 
grave restores the victiln whose blood had flo\ved, 
that the Surety returns, that He \vho was dead 
, 
appears alive,-tben the evidence is complete, that 
the price is accepted, and full acquittal is obtained. 
Jesus by sho\ving Himself alive by many infallible 
proofp sets to His seal that perfect success crowns 
the gracious work, ~hat all the stipulated terms are 
fulfJled, that the price is accepted, and forgiveness 
granted. 
Faith revives and triumphs \vhen contemplating 
this blessed fact. Let thought fly back then to the 
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resurrection day. Behold Jesus standing in the 
midst of the disciples. Here is no vision. Here is 
no phantom. He appears in a boely of flesh and 
blood. The saIne body ,vhich had heen consigned in 
lifeless weak.ness to the tomb is now re-aninlate with 
all the faculties of life. His living voice utters 
words of comfort:~ (C Peace be unto you." But what 
peace could guilty sinners take, if their forgiveness 
had not been achieved? Therefore when He bad so 
said, "He showed unto thenl His hands and His 
side." The visible ,vounds prove that the payluent 
of blood had been paid; but t.he wounds are exhibited 
by Jesus restored to life. Here is proof that the 
payn1ent was accepted, and the Surety was in con-
sequence released. 
Yet further apocalyptic vision opens to vie,v the 
courts of Heaven. One stands in t1le midst of the 
throne, and of the four beasts, and in the luidst of 
the elders. He bears the form of "a lamb, as it had 
been slain." "That is the purport of these l11arks of 
death ~ The signs prove that the extremest penalties 
of sin have been undergone ;-that the Lamb has 
died as an atoning victinl. But death has not 
detained Hilll. He is alive,-alive in heaven, alive 
before God. The Lanlb who was slain is ]iberated 
and absolved, and exalted to all heaven's glory on 
the right hand of the ]\fajesty on High.' Perfect is 
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this assurance,-hright is this manifestation of 
accepted l)rice! ",There can doubts 1l0\V sho\v their 
face! They vanish as mists before the orb of day. 
The price is indubitably accepted: sins are forgiven: 
blood-bought souls are fully redeemed. 
V. It is a peace-speaking price. Peace between 
heaven and earth-peace in the conscience-flo\vs 
entirely from the work of Jesus. Remove this work, 
and an angry God ,vaTS against rebellious man. 
Obscure it, and ceaseless terrors T?-ck the troubled 
mind. But Jesus has paid a price which introduces 
perfect peace. Hence peace is a title which He deigns 
to bear: the Spirit testifies, "He iR our peace." 
Ambassadors go forth, "preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ." God ({ makes peace by the blood of His 
cross." 
That this price secures reconciliation is sufficiently 
apparent froln the fact of its acceptance. Let then 
this peace flo\v like a river through the soul, and 
exert its due influence in the courts of conscience. 
Let all the family of faith be "wise: let thelll not 
"Tong their souls, and act as enemies to their chief 
- \ 
corafort. Let them not take part with those \vho 
l)lot nlan's Inisery: let them not deny to the accepted 
price its legitimate province of speaking peace: let . 
. them not turn from their heaven-sent privileges. 
E 
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It is far worse than folly to sit trembling in the 
shade of fear, when God opens the banqueting-house 
of joy.' It is affront to Him, that when He so 
forgives, His children should mistrust His goodness. 
It is dishonour to the blood of Jesus, that it should 
effectually obliterate transgression, and the pardoned 
should· mourn, and" sigh, and 'veep, as though it had 
not. flowed on the accursed tree, or flo\ved inglorious 
in worth. It is unthankfulness to close the door 
when He is yvilling to enter, "raving the banner of 
peace-speaking blood. Let the accepted price be 
tightly grasped, and all its benefits be enjoyed. , 
When Satan relninds you of sins, and uses all 
device to terrify, let this price be sho\vn. It blunts 
l1is every weapon and silences his every charge: he 
flees dismayed at the sight, 'and peace is undis-
• 
turbed. When strength declines and sickness 
weakens,. let support be sought in the accepted price. 
Languor smiles when the prospect ShO\V8 heaven 
opened: all must be calm and bright ,vhen 
assurance ,vhispers that sins are ,vashed out. When 
the foot of death falls heavily beside the bed, it 
comes as a welcolne friend to lead to Him ,vho 
paid the price. When the great white throne is set, 
"Ohrist died" is a plea which verily ,viII prevail. 
I.Jet it be presented, and heaven's portals will fly 
open, and admittance will be granted to mansions 
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of eternal peace. ,Vhen faith thu~ acts on the 
accepted price, the Lord of peace Himself ,vill give 
peace al\vays, at all times, by all Ineans. Nothing can 
disturb the peace of him ,vho fully kno,Ys that God 
is reconciled, and heaven purchased, and glory ,von. 
Let men hear and believe. "He \vho is exalted 
to be a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance unto 
Israel, and forgiveness of sins," hath sent forth His 
voice, yea, and that a n1ighty voice. To the loving 
penitent He proclairns, "Thy sins are forgiven. Thy 
faith hath saved thee: go in peace." Expatiate in the 
,vide domain of peace, repose under the shado\v of 
the peace-speaking cross, glory in the accepted price. 
VI. It is the only price. There can be none 
other: a lesser payment could not avail; a greater 
could not be found. This conclusion is instantly 
apparent from the acknowledged Case. It has been 
clearly seen that the debt is of infinite magnitude, 
and therefore demands an infinite equivalent. To 
,vipe out such stains infinite sufficiency must be 
found. No price then can be sufficient which 
involves not Deity. The blood of Jesus has this 
inherent: and this only price bas been fully paid. 
Let it not be said, But sins are wrought on earth; 
and what earth has forged surely it may remove: 
debts bere contracted may here be paid. It cannot 
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be denied that earth is the scene of sin's birth and 
cursed course. But transgression acquires its a\vful 
character because it assails, and ins~lts, and defies 
God. Atonelnent therefore lllUSt deal "\vith God, 
before forgiveness can be granted. But nothing 
franled on earth can negotiate "\vithheaven: earth 
cannot produce a. heaven-reaching price. The only 
price In ust be eli vine in origin and essence. 
The question may be a.sked, Can heaven present no 
other price but the God-man's blood 1 It is inhabited 
by a countless host of angelic beings, beauteous, holy, 
shining in r01)es of pure perfection. Is not COlll-
passion for Inan the glo,ving innlate of their breasts? 
Are they not "\villing to undergo all suffering to 
rescue the guilty fronl just \vrath? Will not their 
COl1lpany offer price of forgiv~ness 1 
L'et the case be supposed of such \villingness and 
such offer. It must be vain. Their collected host 
must fail to present adequate merit: they cannot 
rise in excellence above created beings: they cannot 
expal~d beyond the finite. If they could be per-
mitted to aSSUllle our nature, and so to obtain blood. 
to shed; still it ,vonld be created blood, and therefore 
its ,vorth would be enclosed in sUlall linlits, and 
insufficient to pay infinite price. Thus neither 
lleaven nor earth can give other price than Jesus. 
The Father calls I-lilTI, Hinl only, to the ,York. He 
THE PRICE. "'0 D0 
COlnes: He comes alone! (( He treads the ,vine press 
alone: of the people there is none ,vith HiIn." The 
conclusion is obvious, cc Neither is there salvation in 
any other;" because no other hands hold the 
required price. 
Such is the price paid for the forgiveness of 
sins. It is covenanted, foresharlo,ved, sufficient, 
accepted, peace-speaking, and there is none other. 
What "\vondrous lessons are inscribed on this dis-
play of grace! It tells ,vhat it alone can fully 
sbo,v,-the terrible character of sin. The ,vail from 
miseries on all sides, and in all forms, and from 
all ages, speaks in a\\Tful tern1S. The shrieks fronl a 
dro\vning 'world,-frolll the furnace of the cities of 
the plain,-from the anguish of pai~-stricken n1ul-
titudes,-from agonies of conecience, proclailll in 
notes of ,voe the fearful fruit of sin. But the cry 
from the Blood of the Cross is louder and far l110re 
significant. What must sin be, if no speck of it 
can ever vanish except when sprinkled "\vith this 
expiating blood 1 Let this be ponc1e~ed, and the 
monster ,vill be abhorred "\v hich ruins earth an d 
peoples hell. Let this be pondered, and surely the 
\ 
prr)ffered pardon will be prized. The need cannot 
be denied: the danger is evident. Let then the 
blessing of blessings, full forgiveness, be sought 
",~here onlY,it can be found. Let all other hopes and 
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pleas '\vhich are none, and ,vorse than none, be 
totally resisted. Other course leads headlong to 
perdition, and rivets more tightly sin's cruRhing 
burden. Plausible cheats too often mock the ,vorld : 
let theln be shunned, or they ,vill lead their victinls 
to Inisery's cells. Thus fio"\ying tears may tend to 
effect ruin. It is i~ldeed true that without repentance 
110ne can live; but weeping eyes buy no remission. 
V\There is the penitence "\vhich should not a,vaken 
shanle? ,,\There are the tears which need not tears 
to \vash then1? Where are the ,vashings vvhich need 
not to be ,vashed ane"v ? 
Outward sins Inay be forsaken, and life reforlued, 
and ,varn1 desires nlay burn for fello\vship ,vith God. 
But careful walk cannot recall the past. Don btless 
(( yvitbout holiness no nlan shall see the Lord" (Heb. 
xii. 14); but the strictest service is but the bounden 
duty of the day. Obedience, even if perfect, has no 
excess of n1erit to overbalance antecedent fault. 
Thus it nlust be granted that there is no pardoning 
efficacy, but in the one appointed ren1edy. This 
price is a streanl fronl heaven fio,ving by each side: 
all ,vho plunge therein join the blessed cOlupany, 
"\vhose iniquities are forgiven, and ,vhose sin is 
covered." They are the accepted of Hinl cc in '\vhom 
'\ve haye reden1ption through His blood, the forgive-
ness of sins, according to the riches of His grace." 
VI. 
THE CONIPLETENESS. 
(PART 1.) 
'c Who jorgiveth all thine iniquities."-Ps. ciii. 3. 
FORGIVENESS of sins has been reviewed in relation 
to its need, its source, and its procuring cause. 
Attention now rests on its completeness. At the 
outset let it be stated, that here it eludes full grasp 
and exllausts description. It presents itself as a 
boundless ocean \vithout shore,-as a depth unfathom-
able by hUll1an line,-as a sky without horizon,-as 
an expanse ever widening as steps advance. He 1vho 
has fled for refuge to a Saviour's \vounds, looks out 
fronl his high ,vatch-tovver, a.nd limitless forgiveness 
spreads before him. He ,vho washe-s in the foun-
tain opened in the Redeemer's side, retains not the 
\ 
~hado\v of speck. His career, once so black, now 
vies 1vith the \vhitest snow in purity. The raptu-
TOUS song is on his lips, "Who forgiveth all mine 
.. .. " lllquities. 
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It is a charming exercise to traverse the path 
which leads to this conclusion .. 
The -completeness of the forgiving act is apparent 
from the essence and character of Him who forgives. 
This grace proceeds alone from God. All His acts I 
are steeped in heavenly infinity. When the~ He 
forgives, He forgives like a God,-fully, \vithout 
measure, without "restraining boundary. When for-
giveness smiles from heaven, it slniles for ever and 
never darkens into avenging fro'\vn. 
The procuring price, too, proclaims complete for-
giveness. Payluents den1and equivalent relnission: 
but this payment is infinitely \vorthy; therefore 
there can be no bounds to the recompense obtained. 
It must be entire-perfect. 
Let it be granted that sins overtop the heights of 
heaven; forgiveness soars unspeakably above their 
summit. Let sins exceed the sea's innumerable sands; 
forgiveness outnlnnbers the total Inass. 
Moreover, the payn1ent is Inade to secure heaven 
for a 111ultitude \vhichno man can nUlnber. But 
heaven can receive no inmate stained \vith one 
speck of evil. If one dark spot renlains, its shining 
portals refuse admission. Hence, if forgiveness be 
only partial, the gracious purport of the Saviour's 
death is frustrate: heaven could not receive a 
white-robe~ multitude. But the many mansions 
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will be all filled. The corollary is sure: forgiveness 
is comp1ete. 
But in the believer's journey to bis heavenly borne 
'many sad days darken. Trials in varjous forms assail 
him; languor, disease, weakness, and pain, bring hinl 
into .the gloomy chambers of depression; the spirit 
faints; the pillars of strength totter; the mind is 
feeble to grasp inferential proofs; n1ental vision "\vill 
scarcely read aright the largest letters of argumen-
tative conclusion. Our "\vily adversary is skilled at 
these seasons to infuse a train of fears and doubts. 
Hence the Spirit in His tender love has provided 
abundant succour to counteract. He presents strong 
consolation for the heirs of faith. He bas erected 
secure fortresses into "\vhich they may flee and 
reJOlce. These fortresses are the positive assurances 
of God's W ord,-that glorious testimony of His 
mind and will,-that seal of His faitbfulness,-that 
record of His imn1utable decrees,-that treasure-
house of delights,-that garden of most s"\veet refresh-
111ents. In frequent phase, in diversified forms, in 
copious images, the announcement re-echoes that 
the believer's forgiveness is for ever complete. The 
glorious burden is, "There is therefore no"\v no con-
demnation to them that are in Ohrist Jesus." God 
forgives all their iniquities. 
Minds are well garrisoned which have these pre-
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cious declarations prominent in In emory, and ever 
ready for relief. Let it then be a glad task to 
meditate on some sayings of OUT God, planted by the 
Spirit in the paradise of trutb. Their purport is 
eternal consolation. Their power keeps the heart 
froin sinking anlid billows of despondency. They 
strike the key-not~e of unendi.ng hallelujahs. They 
r. 
present a cup overflowing with true joys. 
I. Here the Scripture \vhich introduces this section 
of the subject stands foren10st. It is an assertion so 
sinlple, that ,none can misapprehend; so large, that 
it defies addition. David in rapture of devot.ion is 
ardent to enumerate His Inercies. He chides his 
fla.gging soul: he strives to rouse his inner nlan. 
He exclaims, "Bless the Lord, 0 Illy soul, and all 
that is within Ine bless His holy name. Bless the 
Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits." 
When he. proceeds to unfold the catalogue, \ybat 
mercy outstrips others in clainling prilnary praise? 
What heavenly dealing takes the topnl0st place? 
It is forgiveness,-forgiveness godlike and cOlnplete. 
Hear the announcement: "Who forgiveth all thine 
jniq uities." 
Let believers learn the happy art of using this 
word expertly, intelligently, \vith undoubting faith. 
Satan will. often strive to bring sins to relnelU-
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brance. They readily appear in frightful mass, in 
vast accumulation. They swarm in all periods of 
life: in childhood's da'vn,-in blooming youth,-in 
the prime of luanhood,-wben the shades of declining 
age cast gloolu. Offences crowd to light, openly COffi-
ll1itted or allo,ved in secret,-acted in every condition 
and relationship of life,-at home, in the faluily, 
abroad, in solitude, in the busy haunts of men, in 
the sanctuary, in the closet, in prayer uttered or 
neglected, in ignorance, in clear intelligence, "\vben 
conscience slulubered, and ,vhen its voice gave ,Yarn-
ing, amid misgiving and in daring hardihood, in defi-
ance of convictions, in slight of resolves and vows! 
"",Tho can count the hideous spectres "\vhich are ready 
to revive and terrify the conscience? But when all 
sins in all their aggravations threaten, the nlultitu-
dinous array Inay be confronted vvith this relieving 
,vord: "Who forgiveth all thine iniquities." Let the 
elllphatic monosyllable "all" be prized. It is not 
said SOllle, or few, or many,-but "all." God so com-
pletely pardons that not one iniquity remains un-
pardoned. Thus forgiveness gloriously shines in 
splendour of coufpleteness. Let believers beseech 
tlle Spirit so to increase their faith that they may 
clearly see and clasp to the heart this blessed article 
of salvation. 
Sometimes the idea occurs that Bible-stateluents 
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fail in general purport: that they a.re the peculiar 
property of the special speaker. . Thus the doubt 
may arise whether the ,vord of David extends 
beyond his own persuasion. St. Paul appears to 
dissipa.te misapprehension; he gives this comfort to 
the Church: "You, being dead in your sins a~d the 
un circumcision of your flesh, hath He quickened 
together ,vith Him," having forgiven yon all tres-
passes." (Col. ii. 13.) 
Thus the assertion of David is adopted by Paul: 
\vhat the patriarch states the Apostle re-echoes. Let 
all believers admit the wide assurance, and place 
the foot of faith on all their sins obliterated by the 
Redeemer's \vork. Let theln eInbody among their 
chiefest joys the truth so strikingly repeated, and 
shout: David's viord and Paul's repetition are alike 
froln heaven: "Who forgiveth all thine iniquities." 
He has " forgiven you all trespasses." 
Paul in this Scripture not only proclaims the 
completeness of forgiveness: he enforces it by illus-
tration. He thus continues: (( Blotting out the 
hand'\vriting of ordinances, that ,vas against llS, 
\vhich ,vas contrary to us, and took it out of the ,vay, 
nailing it to His cross." (Col. ii. 14.) 
First, the guilt is significantly portrayed: there is 
handwriting in adverse force. It is contrary to us 
as a fearful adversary. This band'\vriting is the 
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law's inexorable decree. But vain is this opposition: 
it is blotted out, cancelled, thoroughly expunged, 
cOlupletely \viped a\vay. Let the conde1l1ning record 
of ordinances be searched for: it cannot be seen: it 
is blotted out. To the believer, then, the la\v is no 
more an opponent fierce in threats: it is decked 
,vith smiles, as a calm and s\veet rule of life. 
The next announcement adds, (( He hath taken it 
out of the way.:' He has so removed it that it can 
no n10re obstruct the road to heaven. The gracious 
mode of removal is also expressed. Consolations 
are 11lultiplied. Christ takes it out of the ,vay, 
(( having nailed it to His cross." That ,vhich is 
nailed to the cross cannot but expire. ""Then Christ 
is thus nailed the condenlnatory po\ver of the la\v is 
also transfixed. By the flo\ving blood the penalties 
are conlpletely paid: therefore the claim against us 
is completely abrogated, annulled, extinguished, 
death-stricken, crucified. In Christ uplifted on the 
accursed tree judicial \vrath receives extinction. 
Let these expressive terms be duly w~ighed. They 
witness that forgiveness is complete: they s\\'e11 the 
note, "Who forgiveth all thine iniquities." 
II. The pregnant meaning of the term, (( blot 
out," demands still further thought. The Holy 
Spirit again and· again selects it to express cOlnplete 
62 FORGIVENESS OF HINS. 
expunction. Isaiah gives confirming ,vitness: he 
sweetly sings, "0 Israel, thou shalt" not be forgotten 
of Me: I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy 
transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins." (Is. xliv. 
21, 22.) 
Here is the same expression so lately heard from 
Paul's lips. The interpretation changes only to. 
enlarge and deepen the assurance of complete for-
giveness. In the mind of the Apostle sins appear 
as a debt registered in a book of reckoning; in the 
mind of the Prophet they are represented as thick 
clouds hanging in black folds in the firmament. In 
each case they are blotted out. Let the Prophet's 
image be considered. Suppose the skies to be over-
cast; let the canopy above be as the pall of night; 
then let the sun dart forth its piercing rays: ,vhere 
no,Y is the obscuring mass? It~ js dissipated,-dis-
persed ,-scattered,- 0 bli teratec1. Evanescence has 
absorbed it: no trace is left: the vault above is 
fair in brightness. So when the hand of grace 
exhibits the blood of Christ, the darkness disappears, 
-appalling shade is chased away: the believer 
realizes complete forgiveness, and rightfully adopts 
the strain, "Who forgiveth all thine iniquities." The 
Holy Spirit deepening this truth adds line to line, 
and multiplies reduplication. In the catalogue of 
prophecies the same inlage had before occulTed: "I 
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even I, alU He that blotteth out thy transgressions 
for Mine o"\yn salce, and will_not remember thy sins." 
(Is. xliii. 25.) The fact of conlplete extinction is 
thus again announced, and free grace shines brightly 
as the originating cause. Let faith be acted on the 
glorious ,vord, and let joy have free course. 
III. David presents another ilnage worthy to be 
cherished. A grand note sounds in verse 12 of this 
Psalm-: "As far as the east is from the west, so far 
hath He removed our transgressions from us." The 
figure pictures irnmeasurable distance: it represents 
space too vast for step to traverse or for eye to scan. 
Let a traveller move from the ,vest striving to reach 
the east: the distance derides the effort; as advance 
is made, the horizon continues as quickly to recede. 
In this picture is seen the infinite removal of trans-
gressions. Legal vengeance never again can over-
take offence: it disappears in undiscoverable regions. 
This blessing is the achievenlent of redeeming 
blood. It places impassable expanse between the 
offender and avenging pursuit: it completely, en-
tirely, everlastingly; liberates, relieves, rescues. They 
wh'J believe the record may sing aloud, "Who for-
giveth all thine iniquities." 
IV. Other images display the truth. Hezekiah 
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in the joy of pardon pours forth his soul in praIse. 
His words are "\vorthy to be oft and. deeply pondered. 
Let his ecstatic utterance be heard: "Thou. hast In 
love to my soul delivered· it from the pit of corrup-
tion: for Thou hast cast all my sins behind. Thy 
back." (Is. xxxviii. 17.) Expressive is this pictur~ .. 
It is obvious that objects cc behind the back" cannot 
be before the face. "The eye no longer can discern 
them: they are as cOlnpletely hidd~n as if their 
existence had ceased. Thus our gracious God no 
] onger fixes an avenging loolc on sins forgiven. 
Olnniscence is His attribute; but olnniscence fails 
to view them. Let this glad assurance be alnong 
the believer's treaRures. Let hinl renev{ the strain, 
"Thou hast cast all illy sins behind Thy back." "He 
forgiveth all mine iniquities." 
v. The Inind of the Spirit \vhich pervades Scrip-
ture a.gain appears in J erenliah's proclamation: "In 
those days and in that time, saith the Lord, the 
iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall 
be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not 
be found." (J ere 1. 20.) 
It is here supposed that search for sin is made: 
but t.he investigation fails. Sin is declared, in refer-
ence to wrath against God's people,.to be a nonentity. 
They who pro~ecute the scrutiny are constrained to 
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confess they" cannot be found." Let this grand com-
fort be fully enl braced. Let the song be prolonged, 
(C He forgiveth all thine iniquities." 
'lIe A.gain: ,vhen :Thficah ends his prophecy, in 
high glo,Y of rapture he exclaims, (C Who is a God 
like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth 
by the transg~'ession of the relnnant of His heritage? 
He retaineth not His anger for ever, because He 
delighteth jll Inerey. He will turn again, He will 
hel.ve cornpassioll upon us; lIe will subdue our ini-
quit.ies; and Thou "wilt cast all their sins into the 
depths of the sea." (l\1:icah vii. 18, 19.) 
The "whole passage is bright as the Iuid-day sun in 
t.idings of COlD plete forgiveness. Let the last words 
only he noted. Whither "rill all sins be cast ? Not 
on tbe surface of the ,vaves: then they lllight float, 
be grasped, and brought again to land. Nay, they 
shall be deep buried in ocean's lowest caverns, in the 
a.byss of n1ighty "waters, in the l)fofundities of un-
fa,tholnable depths. No more can al~y line extend 
to their concealing grave: no toil Of skill can any 
lllore upraise theU).. They lie utterly beyond recovery: 
e:~trication is impossible. Th us the Apocalyp3e des-
cribes utter destruction: C( A mighty angel took up a 
stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, 
saying, Thus with violence shall that great city 
F 
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Babylon be thro,vn down, and shall be found no 
nlore at all." (Rev. xviii. 21.) 
Is all- the fruit now gat.hered from Scripture's 
tree of complete forgiveness? Nay: abundance yet 
reluains. IJaden branches still drop their golden 
treasures: but at present enough has been said to 
a\vaken the full flo,: of gratitude. 
Are there any who feel that they cannot sing, 
"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, who forgiveth all thine 
iniquities" ? The token against such is fearful. 
They clainl no portion in forgiveness! If they are 
unforgiven, what is their present condition,-\vhat 
their future doom 1 Let not the ,Yarning be un-
heeded. There is a broad path leading do\vn,vards 
to a prison-house \vhere forgiveness never COlnes. 
VII, 
THE COMPLETENESS. 
(PART II.) 
" I, eVf:'n 1; ((7n ]Ie that blotteth out thy transgressions for 
.11finc own sake, and will not remel1~ber thy sins."-
I 1'" 95 . s. x Ill. .:..J • 
THE Holy Spirit in the plenitude of His love seelns 
never to ·weary in multiplying statements to console. 
enliven, and strengthen the children of faith. His 
abundant evidence of the completeness of forgive-
T18SS is proof. We are not left to the partial light 
of B1ender ra.ys of hope,-to constructive arguments 
frOID obscure premises,-to a fabric of conclusion 
resting on unstable foundations. We are not sent to 
extrnct soul-ease from weak and ambiguous terms. 
::&1 uch is so strongly and so exuberantly said, that 
the 111antling cup of instruction on this point can 
scarcely hold more. The pastures of this truth are 
green and spacious and refreshing: the river of this 
comfort fl01VS on in channel broad and deep. Whoso 
68 FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 
are wise ,vill largely use this full provision. Let 
them listen to the cry, "Eat, 0 friends, drink: yea, 
drink abl1ndantly, 0 beloved." They will not grieve 
the Spirit by refusing to be cheered, when He so 
strives to cheer. 
Let minds now revert to a precious statement 
on the completenes$ of forgiveness. Casual reference 
has already been nlade to it; but it stands out in 
proportions so grand and noble that it demands 
enlarged attention. Let it be heard again: "I, even 
I, am He tha~ blotteth out thy transgressions for 
llline own sake, and will not remeluber thy sins." 
Thought here contelnplates-(l) the Speaker, " I "; 
(2) the repetition, "I, even I "; (3) the cOlupleteness: 
"that blotteth out t.hy transgressions, and will not 
remeluber thy sins"; (4) the nloving cause, "for 
mine own sake." 
I. . The Speaker. Whose voice thus prociaillls 
obliteration of transgressions? "Hear, 0 ye heavens, 
and give ear, 0 earth;'" hear, ye ·sons of men, and 
all ,vho breathe the breath of life. A silver trunlpet 
thus introduces the ,vord: "Thus saith the Lord, 
your Redeenler, the Holy 0 ne of Israel." "I anl 
the Lord, your Holv One, the Creator of Israel, your 
I{ ing." J ebovah speaks froln His high throne: our 
God announces this complete remission.' If other 
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Ii ps had thus addressed offenders, the ,vord might 
have been empty, worthless, vain, and even ,vorse:. 
it might have relieved no doubts,-healed no \vounds, 
-diffused no peace. Sin is terrible, because it is an 
offence against God. The offended only can remit 
its penalties. There is sound intelligence in the 
question, (( \\Tho can forgive sins but God alone?" 
"To the IJord OUT God," and to the Lord our Goel 
alone., (( belong mercies and forgivenesses." It is rich 
n1erc.y that the sole Dispenser of forgiveness here 
speaks. He ,vhose hands alone contain the gift, 
opens them ,vide to scatter the blessing; He ,vho 
only holds the key, unlocks His treasure-house of 
pardon. 
II. Th e repetition. (( I, even I, am Ho." The 
Person, 'who forgives, t\vice sho,YS Himself. TJlis re-
duplication cannot be \vithout strong cause: \veighty 
motive 111USt inlpel the Speaker; for there are no 
superfluous ,vords fro111 divine lips. It is at once 
apparent tbat our God, in the riches of His grace, 
de~;ires thus to awaken attention, to' rivet thought, 
to banish appryhension, to deepen confidence, to 
i nscl'ibe the truth deeper on the heart, to engrave 
it vividly and indelibly. Hence the timidity of 
doubt assumes the aspect of impiety: incredulity 
becomes insult. Here not only simple repetition 
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appears; it appears vvith super-added emphasis: (( I, 
evel~ I." I, WhOlU so many provocations have out-
raged; I; on WhOlU your every 1110ment has heaped 
affront; I, to vvhose happiness your salvation is not 
needful; I, whose justice would gain everlasting 
glory frolu your endless punishment ;_cc I, eve1~ I, 
alU fIe that blotteth out thy transgressions." , .. ,'-
~. 
This in1portant view is po\vefully' established by 
the context. Let it be heard in illustration of for-
gl vlng grace. 
The preceding verses exhibit Jehovah arrayed in 
robes of luajesty. As Creator He clain1s service 
fron1 the creatures of Hi.s hands; He deluands the 
due revenue of adorati.on: "This people have I 
forlned for n1yself: they shall sho\v forth Il1y praise." 
The scene then changes; and He . confronts thenl 
"\vith appalling charges. In thes'e, as in a mirror, the 
vileness, of the hUU1an heart is seen. V\T orship is 
not rendered;' prayer is "\vithheld; communion is 
shunned; intercourse is avoided. 
"But thou bast not called upon ~fe, 0 IsraeL" 
. IIere is the sin of utter disregard: proud indiffer-
ence cares not to seek COID1TIUnion. Here is the 
haughty language: VVho is the Lord that I should 
seek I-lim 1 When such disregard prevails, service 
\vill be regarded as intolerable burden: it ,vill be 
felt as an oppressive yoke. Hence the next '\vords 
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utter the reproach: "But thou hast been \veary of 
l\Ie, 0 Israel." A \vfnl indeed is the state of aliell-
. ation, when the \yorship of the }\lost. High is shunned 
as irksoll1o drudgery! It follo\ys, "Thou bast not 
brought 1Ie the snlall cattle of thy burnt offering, 
neither hast thou honoured 1\£e \vith thy sacrifices." 
rfhe pictnre of irreligion darkens in frightfulness: 
aU appoi.nted ordinances are neglected; all dne 
observance is withheld. God then condescends to 
reason ,y·ith these children of impiety. He ShO\V8 
that His dem~Lnds in1posed no burden: on the COl1-
\ 
trn,l'Y, they ,vere light and easily discharged. " I 
have not caused thee to serve with an offering, 110r 
\vea,ried thee \yith incense." But though req uire-
111ents gave neither cost nor difficulty, they \vere 
con te111nec.1, and parsimonious neglect evinced. "Thou 
hast bought 1\1:e 110 s\veet cane with llloney; neither 
hast. thou filled :WIe \yith the fat of thy sacrifices." 
The reproach is next adduced, that not only honour, 
reverence, service, \vorship, \vere withheld; indignities 
,vere also heaped on God, and Inasses of sins \vere piled 
upon Hilll. He is \veighed down,-He is crusbec1,-
Ire is buried beneath the grievous load. "Thou bast 
\ 
:.nade JYle to serve ,vitb t.hy sins: thou hast wearied 
11e ,vith thine iniquities." 
Such js the picture of man's hardness, ingratitude, 
and conteluptof God. ~Iuch might most justly have 
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been expected: provocation is the only return. Call 
a poor worm of earth thus venture·to scorn Jehovah, 
-to wrong Him,-to tread Him beneath insulting 
feet? But it is so. The' charge is unans,verable. 
'Vhat can the issue be? Will patience cease to 
forbear? Will wrath arise? Will indignation blaze? 
Will fury stride forth? Will heaven's thunder peal, 
... 
and lightnings tear, and the gaping earth devour? 
Will plague and pestilence do their ,vorst? Will 
the beson1 of destruction svveep such offenders into 
the abyss of ruin ? 
The sentence fo11o,vs. "I, even I, anl He that 
blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine o,vn sake, 
and ,vill not remember thy sins." What exquisite 
pathos: what melting tenderness: what marvellous 
grace! How godlike: bovv unltke the utterance of 
man! Can eye behold and not'overflo\v ,vith tears? 
Can heart bear and not n1elt? Such is our God, 
-such is our Gospel. Can ,ve Inarvel that it 
triumphs and vvins souls! Thus the Gospel is the 
proclalnation of free, complete forgiveness; and thus 
it goes forth, conquering and to conquer. (( I, even 
I;' am He that blotteth out tby ttansgressions for 
Mine own sake, and will not ren1en1ber thy sins." 
III. Thus the focal lustre of the ,vord is reached, 
-the c01l1pleteness of forgiveness. God ordains fo1'-
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giveness a.bsolute, unbounded, unrestricted, unlimited, 
unfenced by houndarjes, unconfined by barriers. He 
erects a lofty throne, 011 "\vhich this grace supreuleIy 
reigns. This lesson is inculcated by the oft-repeated 
terr11, " He blotteth out." The Spirit again and again 
dra"\vs attention to the significant expression. David, 
out of penitential depths, pleads "\vith God for entire 
ren1ission of his guilt. This is his chosen phrase: 
"Have 111ercy upon me, 0 God, according to Thy 
lovjngkinc1ness: according to the multitude of Thy 
tender Hlercies blot 01(;t my transgressions." Again: 
" Hide Thy face fro III my sins, and blot 01(;t all mine 
iniqujtlGs." Agonizing for complete forgiveness, his 
"\vrestling cry adopts the term C( blot 01(;t." 
It is true that the w·ord has different shades of 
Ineaning, according t.o its context; but its 111ain 
and general purport is neither vague, nor obscure, 
Do"r indistinct. It generally places sins in the most 
forn1ic1ahle light as registered and recorded debts. 
I t displays them as written in the pages of a book of 
reckoning, rigidly,-exactly,-without extenuation; 
and then leads to the fact that they are completely 
erased ,-obliterat~d,-expunged. Not merely crossed, 
for then they nlight be read again, and subsequent 
dCIDand be made; but so eradicated that no trace 
CD.11 be discerned. The reckoning page no longer 
holds a charge,-no letter recording a claim re-
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TIlains. This general purport is beyond dispute: one 
confirnlation will suffice. ~{oses prays, (( Yet no\v, if 
Thou wilt, forgive their sin; and jf not, blot lue, I 
pray Thee, out of the book which Thou hast \vritten." 
And the Lord said unto Moses, "Whosoever hath 
sinned against Me, hinl will I blot out of My book." 
Hence blotting out iluports obliteration fron1. the 
.. 
pages of a book. The terlU thus expresses complete 
erasure from condeluning records. 
To stanlp reality on the picture of complete for-
giveness, to fill to the brin1 the cup of grateful joy, 
let thought go forth to Dleet the Great \Vhite 
Throne. Behold, the books are opened; the register 
of sjns disclosed. ""\Vhere can condenll1ing entries be 
found? Doubtless, innu111erable charges had been 
noted; no violation of the La\v had been overlooked. 
Expectation no\v ] ooks for accusations to be certified; 
for sentence to be pronounced; for condenll1ation to 
be inflicted; for the luandate of execution to issue. 
But where is the charge ? No statement of sins 
appears: omniscence finds them not. The accuser is 
baf-fled, foiled, and silenced. Proof fails. No evidence 
renlains on \vhich to base his charges. 
But vvbere are the sins? 'Vithout controversy 
they "Tere perpetrated and recorded. They are 
"blotted' out." By ,vholn? "Those band can reach 
and touch, that book? I, saith the Almighty God: 
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CC I, even I, have blotted out thy transgressions for 
1Iine o,vn sake," I have sprinkled the page ,vith 
obliterating blood; I have cleansed it ,vith the 
purifying Inerit of a most precious death. Thus 
all indictluents va-ni.sh. Thus justly, righteously, 
gloriously is the believer absolved: thus he is com-
pletely, utterly, everlastingly pardoned. "There is 
therefore DO'V no COndelTInation to them that are in 
C'h' J "(R . .. l' , nst, esns. Oln. V11l. .) 
C~an believers desire nl0re? Are they not more 
than st1tisfied? Is not the heart s,velling and break-
ing ,vith adorati.on? \\Till they not rene,v the song: 
""Tho is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth 
iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the 
re1l1nant of His heritage?" "'lill they not exultingly 
reitera,te, (( All 111anner of sin shall be forgiven unto 
the children of men " ? 
But ,vhile called to such exuberant delight, gloom 
111ay occasionally cloud the brow. The believer may 
realize that all his sins are pardoned, and erased fronl 
accusing c1ocnn1ents; that conden1nation cannot touch 
]1in1; that reconciliation is his purchased treasure; 
that s111iles of favqur beam around hilu; that heaven's 
l)]iss and glory shall be his everlasting portion. But 
the vexing thought may intrude, that memory "viII 
continually recall his many and his mighty sins. He 
trelnulously Inay reason, If I cannot forget, "\vill not 
76 FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 
God remember too? Amid all tokens of divine love, 
will not my mind revert to former scenes, and be 
downcast? I shall see, or think I see, amid, heaven's 
smiles, a reminder of lily sinful course on earth. 
Let such thought be cast into oblivion's lowest 
depths. It is unscriptural: it is derogatory to the 
glorious Gospel of free grace. Mark ho,v the ,vord 
" 
contradicts it : "I ,v ill not renlem ber thy sins." This 
forgetfulness is a bright article of the Covenant of 
Grace. It is there clearly announced: "I will for-
give their iniquity, and I will remember their sin 
no more." (J ere xxxi. 34.) 
Let none say, Ho,Y can this be? Let it not be 
objected, such mental process is contrary to all 
experience: it is alien to the properties of retentive 
thought. Let it be reluembered that we are no,v 
dealing "\vith God: His ways are not our vvays. It 
is impious to linlit Hilll to hUluan incapacity: 
,:vhat is impossible to the creature is possible to 
Hiln. The question is, Has He thus spoken? If 
so, it must he true, and vvill be realized to the 
full extent. The inlmutable ,vord is, "I, even I, anl 
He that blotteth out thy transgressions for J\fine 
own sake, and "rill not remember thy sins." No 
reverting look. vvill ever recall the believer's guilt: 
the slnile of bright, eternal forgiveness cannot be 
clouded. Forgiveness is complete. 
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1\T. The n10ving cause may not be overlooked. 
The Holy Spirit again gives it prominence. God's 
glory is the ultin1ate design. 1tfan reaps eternal 
benefit; but the spring from which the blessing 
fio,\vs is high in heaven. 1\fan and luan's deeds are 
universal provocation: in him there is no moving 
merit. If God did not originate forgiveness for the 
glory of His nan1e, no sin could bave been blotted 
out. But God's glory is His final end; therefore He 
blots out transgressions "for His own sake." 
Thus He Inaillt.ains a glorious name. Thus heaven 
sb8..11 re-echo with His praise, and eternity prolong . 
the grateful ha1lelujah. Thus aU His attributes 
shall be displayed in one blaze of light. Mercy, ten-
derness, love, patience, longsuffering, shall not be 
eclipsed by justice, holiness, and truth. One portion 
of perfections shall not gain priority; but all shall 
sit harrnoniously on one throne. Therefore, for His 
o,\vn sals::e, He opens a door for this c0111plete forgive-
n eas to go forth. 
"Tho \vill not DOW pray with David, "For Thy 
n~unc's sake, 0 Lord, pardon my jnlquity, for it is 
f:"rcaJ,." And '\vith Daniel, "0 Lord, hear; 0 Lord, 
forgive; 0 Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for 
rrbjne o"\vn sake, 0 my God." (Dan. ix. 19.) 
VIII. 
THE BLESSEDNESS. 
(PART I.) 
"Blessed is 7~e ~o7~ose transgression is forgiven, ~()7~ose sin is 
d " P .. 1 covere . - s. XXXll. • 
SCRfPTURE exhibits many portraits of the blessed 
man: each abounds in lovely char1l1s, and clain1s 
devout attention. In all there is a comn1on feature: 
amid much diversity one similjtude IJrevails. None 
rank an10ng the blessed \vho have not received for-
giveness of sin. Apart from realizing vie"\vs of 
pardon, there is no blessedness; for there is no 
abiding joy in the heart,-no glowing beauty in 
the life,-no solid hope in the prospect. Let for-
giveness be withdrawn, and "\vhat is man? A bra.nd 
blighted by curse,-a "\vithered branch fit only for 
the burning,-a wretched outcast in a "\vilderness of 
vvoe,-a convict a"\vaiting just execution. Scripture 
rejects such from its worthies. Blessed only is he 
"whose transgression is forgiven." 
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The subject has now advanced to this point of 
blessedness. But vvhat expanded thoughts can 
grasp this glorious theme! What fervent ,vords 
can adequately paint the bliss! Can temporal 
111ercies be named in comparison? Their whole 
assemblage multiplied and magnified to all excess 
is dim before this treasnre. Without this adj unct 
their fulness is utter en1ptiness,-their satisfaction 
is a mere blank,-their s"\veetest cup holds no 
refreslllnent. 
The sun Inay brightly shine,-the breezes softly 
fan,-"\vealth may £11 the coffers,-domestic joys 
Inay happily abound,-friends may caress,-health 
111ay be in firmest vigour; but amid these, and 
lllore than these delights, the unpardoned soul is 
I 
errlpty, dO"\Vllcast, and forlorn. Such benefits in 
thel11selves are shadows ,vith no substance. They 
cannot comll1and continuance: a tren1bling hand 
holds them insecurely. Separation is near: soon, 
very soon, they nlay depart. An angry God looks 
angrily on all; and in His anger there is disconso-
lati,,)l1, apprehension, dismay, 111isery. Nothing really 
snliles beneath God's fro"\vn; and this fro"\vn looks 
sternly on the unforgiven. 
Can angelic blessedness compete with this en-
joyrnent? Doubtless angels Jive and shine in 
happiness supreme for ever: their ,vings expand 
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in heaven's sunshine; but they come short of the 
ecstatic joy of reading reconciliation in a Father's 
face. They cannot sing, cc Jesus loved us, and gave 
Himself for us, and bought us with the most pre-
cious price of His most precious blood." They 
cannot extol forgiveness springing froin the heart 
of God, and flo\vipg to them through the pierced 
side of the Lamb of God. There is, then, a 
blessedness ,vhich exceeds theirs: it is the blessed-
ness of the man ",vhose trangression is thus 
f . " orglven. 
This blessedness no"\v invites review. It comes with 
two-fold aspect. It has an excluding hand, driving 
away an J?isery: it has an admitting hand, bringing 
in all joys. It firluly banishes all affrighting foes; it 
erects a strong barrier against heart-trouble; it re-
leases from the grasp of threatened woe; it slays 
disquietudes; it stands conqueror over tornlenting 
apprehensions; it spoils all terrors of their sting; 
it sits in triull1ph over all causes of soul-anxiety. 
Collect all the enenlies which terrify the heart: 
their "\veapons are blunted by forgiveness. In this 
fearful group the lnost prominent are, (1) the "\vrath 
of God, (2) the curse of the Law, (3) an accusing. 
conscience, (4) the fear of death, (5) the a"\vfulness of 
eternity. Let the several links of this appalling 
chain be marked in order. 
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I. God's anger appears. Its form is terrible; it 
justly COllles to execute just vengeance It is right-
eous; it is righteously aroused to vindicate His out-
raged rule. It is 111ighty; it has unliluited co~mand 
of every insttUnlent by"\yhich misery can be inflicted. 
No hunlan arnl can resist. Where ca.n the guilty 
bide frolll it? Let no\v the sinner meet it \vith for-
giveness in his hand: instantly the avenging s\vorcl 
is sheathed, the thunderbolts of fury fall innocuous! 
\Vhy? The exciting cause is gone; therefore anger 
ceases: it dies at the feet of the forgiven man. The 
ship\vrecked lllariner on a rock of safety smiles upon 
the "\vaves, the tempest, and the \vinds: their fury 
is escaped. Thus the forgiven survey the tbreats of 
\vratb, and trelllble not: no comn1ission goes forth 
against them. "Blessed is he \vhose transgression 
. [' . " 18 lorgl vent 
II. Next, the curse of the Law rolls terrifically. 
Its voice is indeed the thunder's inexorable roar. 
It has 110 heart to melt into relenti:qgs: its stern 
fro\vn cannot relax into cOlnpassion. It is charged 
to fall 'with all its, \veight upon each violator of its 
decrees: it must do this work unsparingly. An 
inlmitigable proclamation precedef; it: "Cursed is 
everyone that continueth not in all things that are 
\vritten in the Book of the Law to do them." N 0-
G 
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thing but forgiveness can defy this curse. But the 
forgiven man calmly meets the uplifted arnl: ,vith 
checking plea he arrests its fury. He can truly say, 
,~ I am no lnore su bj ect to such pena]ty: I .hold abso-
lute imn1unity. Christ, on Calvary's cross, endured 
my total curse: for me my Surety has exhausted this 
vengeance." In the ark the rescued farnily IT"larked 
unmoved the swellings of the engulphing deep; in 
. Zoar's shelter Lot looked upon the fiery deluge, and 
felt that he was safe: so the sinner, sheltered in for-
giveness, hears undismayed the blasts of legal threats. 
"Blessed is he "\yhose transgression is forgiven." 
III. Next, conscience is a restless troubler. It is 
privy to the most secret movelnents of the mind; its 
eye is Iteell to mark all deviations fronl right course: 
its l1and fails not to record; its menl0ry refl1s~s to 
forget. I t cannot but be an adversary to offence; 
its voice is active in recital of past deeds: it 
S110'NS in fearful array long trains of thoughts, and 
,vords and acts "\vhich no oblivion can bury. These 
are ready to re-appear at the judgnlent-bar; and 
they are· justly liable to wrath. 
This conscience, as a cruel tormentor, often haunts 
the terrified offender. How can it be shaken off? 
Where can escape be found? Let no"\y forgiveues 
appear. It meekly confesses the truth of every 
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charge: it extenuates no guilt; but it points to 
t.he book of relnenlbrance, and sho'ws every trans-
gression erased,-all iniquity blotted out. Then 
the conscience is lulled into s"\veet peace. The 
debtor no mere turns pale at the creditor's approacb, 
if he holds a discharge earned by the payment of a 
sufficient surety. The rebel flees not from the officer, 
if he can sho\v the royal seal of pardon. So the 
sinner, '.vho has received obliteration of every offence 
in the vicarious blood, peacefully produces hjs ac-
q nittaJ, and silences all threats of this accllsing 
1110ni tor. "Blessed is he ,vhose transgression is for-
. " gIven. 
IV. Death to the unpardoned is an enelny clad 
in lnail of terrors. It conles on 'witb step which 
never pauses; 'with hand outstretched, and ever near-
ing) to bear its victim frOll1 this short-lived scene. Its 
touch ~rYill soon extinguish mortal life, and perhaps 
JTIost suddenly. Then reprieves are ended: the last 
sanel of forbearance falls through; the ,vorn-out thread 
snap3. I:Iiding-places no more can shelter: all fab-
ricated refuges crumble a'vay. It is commissioned 
to dissipate all groundless hopes. It bears the sinner 
from earth to meet the judgment-bar, at which 
delusions vanish, and all is the reality of solemn 
truth. Hence life-long apprehensions torment. But 
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forgiveness cbanges the whole prospect: it deadens 
death's sting. This sting is sin: but forgiveness 
expunges sin, and so destroys the sting, and leaves 
the foe spoiled of his destroying \veapon. The 
captive fears not the jailer's step, when he ·kno\vs 
that he COllles only to release. The forgiven can 
deliberately say, r Jesus is my Friend, who pur-
chased pardon for me; and death is my friend, \vho 
bears nle to His arms. C( Blessed is he whose 
transgression is forgiven." 
v. But to the unforgiven luan eternity is the most 
forlnidable prospect. He cannot extricate hin1self 
frOln everlasting existence; he cannot extinguish 
the torch of never-dying consciousness: he must 
drag on a never-ending day. He may sigh, "Will 
no njght come?" The ans\ver is, Time is no more. 
Millions of years bring no end nearer ;-lnillions 
upon millions change not the unchangeable expanse. 
Misery must be misery for ever. The \VOrln ever 
gnaws: the furnace never cools. Oh! what a 
nlarvel is it, that a sinner not delivered froll1 eterna:l 
wrath can be free fron1. agonizing fear! But for-
giveness dispels all these' forebodings. What shall 
he fear whose SillS are all \vashed ont? Eternity's 
long da,y \vill not revoke forgiveness. It is as ever 
living as its Author, "I am that I aU1." . 
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Such the blessedness of hini "'v hose transgression 
is forgiven, ,vhose sin is covered)" when vie\ved frOI11 
the negative position of excluded terrors. It is high 
ground of happiness, and truly Llessed are they 
,vhose feet stand firmly on it. 
But the ,vhole is not yet told. The hill of 
forgiveness has a lllore sunny side: the lips of 
the forgiven sing a s\\reeter song; pardon brings yet 
11lore ecstatic joys. Into tbe deeper flood, the Lord 
,vining) our barks shall shortly launch. 
But here a pause is made, vyith an appeal to shiver-
ing souls, strangers to this precious blessedness. Such 
is a sad condition: ano. it is voluntary, self-bound 
nlis81'Y. Can l110re have been done by our gracious 
(iod to encourage sinners to enter upon this region 
of blessedness? Let the ,yorkings of His love be 
pondered: let Him be seen fron1 all eternity arrang-
ing counsels of peace, sending His 'well-beloved Son 
to shaJ.ne and agony, accepting His blood as full 
satisfaction for iniquity,-and doubts n1ust vanish as 
to His readiness to pardon. Let His long forbearance 
and His patient tarrying be rnarked. Is it not proof 
that He desires not the sinner's death, but rather is 
\"\'aiting to give ,velcome in the blood and mediation 
.of His Son? 
All out of hell are ,vithin reach of pardon. 
WitnGss His faithful volulne, so full of assurances, 
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promises, calls. Could He have written more 
clearly, more largely, more lovjngly to testify His 
delight in mercy ~ In His Gospel-ordinances for-
giveness is the foundation-stone. They all are 
nullity and lTIockery, unless God abounds in pardons. 
Is there no truth in the testimony of saints in all 
ages, ,vho have t~sted and found this gift of gifts? 
Are inviting calls a cheat? They surely testify that all 
who draw near to HilU in Christ undoubtedly obtain 
forgiveness. Olinging to Hinl in prayer, in Scripture, 
in ordinances, in holy, watchful, self-denying, God-
fearing \valk, they exclaim, His forgiving goodness 
and pardoning grace exceed all thought. Glad 
experience confirllls, "Blessed is he \vhose transgres-
sion is forgiven, whose sin is covered." 
IX. 
THE BLESSEDNESS. 
(PART IT.) 
" Blessed i.~ he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered."-Ps. xxxii. 1. 
TIlE blessedness of the man "\vhose transgression is 
forgiven presents fresh topics of bappy thought. 
Advance 'v ill be luore inte1ligent, if his state is 
rapidly revie·wed. By the light and po\ver of the 
Spirit he has discerned forgiveness springing frolu 
the depths of God's heart, provided by the infinitude 
of God's "\visdom,-fiovving in the channel of the 
blood of J esus)-extending to his utmost need, and 
effectually cleansing his soul from all pollution. He 
gives thanks for this gracious gift dispensed in the 
harrnonious concurrence of every Divine attribute. 
He ,velcomes and recognises it as holy, just, and good; 
alike suitable to his ruined case, and bringing glory 
to a'od '\vho wills, and plans, and bestovvs. There-
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fore, fleeing from every vain refuge, renouncing 
visi9nary confidences, he has embraced the sin-
expiating cross, he has washed in the all-cleansing 
stream, a.nd so has entered the blessed region of the 
pardoned. Such is his spiritual state,-a state 
interwoven with all blessedness. 
Hi therto the view of his blesseuness has been 
,: 
negative. It has been exhibited as a barrier beating 
back all the ,vaves '\vhich drov{n peace. Let the 
scene nov{ change: let the posit.ive benefits appear. 
The fornler aspect was calnl, because of the banish-
11lent of ruffling fears: this latter is far lllore joyous, 
becans~ of the overfio'\ving of all delights. Let us 
proceed then to sit dO\Vll on the sunny side of 
redelnption's hill, to bask beneath heaven's Inost 
invigorating rays, to roanl in the richest pastures of 
God's choicest mercies, to draw '\vater '\vith joy fronl 
the very depth's of salvation's ,veIl. Here is a 
spiritual paradise, where trees abound laden '\vith 
richest fruit, and flo\vers diffusing s\veetest fragrance. 
Here are groves of heavenly Inelody. At every turn 
hearts cannot refrain froln singing, "Blessed is he 
'\vhose transgression is forgiven." 
This positive blessedness invites attention from 
various points. It evidently includes (1) filiaJ con-
tenlplation of God; (2) happy cOIDlnunion with Him; 
(3) bright views of providence; (4) alleviation in 
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sickness; (5) cOlnfort in death; (6) acquittal at the 
judgrnent-bar; (7) glory throughout eternity. 
I. Filial conteIDplation of God. The forgiven 
man is bold to lift up his eyes and calmly to gaze 
on God. No clouds, no darkness intervene: no 
lllantle shrouds the Father's face. Ready smiles 
s\veetly look do\vn. The light of His countenance 
clearly shinos. His throne is in heaven, but it is a 
throne of grace: His seat is lofty, but it is a mercy-
seat. IIis bands are full, but they dart no thunder-
bolts of 'wrath: they hold blessings for lfis adopted 
children. Glory is the encircling halo, but it is the 
glory of parental love. The forgiven looks up\vard,-
and such is the sight \vhich cheers him. He seeks 
God's face} and fears not. He acquaints hilnself \vith 
God, a,Dd is at peace. He studies God, and rejoices 
\vith joy unspeakable and full of glory. Is it not 
trne., "Blessed is he "Yvhose transgression is forgiven"? 
II. Happy comnlunion 'with God. Can the 
forgiven man thus lift up his eyes and not seek 
con11llunion? The. beauty and the grace mightily 
nttract. fie approaches: nothing forbids free access; 
nothing separates God from man but sin. But this 
di viding barrier is removed: this obstructing par-
tition has been levelled: this intervening gulf 
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has heen bridged. Forgiveness has swept awaY'all 
hindrances. He holds in his hand the blood'which 
opens' the gates. Thus washed he comes to the 
very presence,-to the audience-chamber,-to the 
. bosom of His God. With filial love he cries, "A.bba, 
Father." He hears in reply, "My son." He is bold 
to pour forth flo..ods of peti tion,-to tell out all the 
secrets of his heart. Loving ears receive: loving 
lips reply. S,veet js this cOlunlunion: hallovved is 
this fellowship. He d ,veIls in God and God in hilll: 
heaven is frequented in spirit before earth is left. 
The forgiven flies upward and finds this welcome. 
It must be conceded, C( Blessed is he whose trans-
gression is forgiven." . 
III. Bright views of providence. To hiln all 
providential dealings are the visits of a friend. In 
days of alienation their look. was obscure, perplexing, 
or frowning. Now tbey are recognised as issuing 
from the council-chanlber of parental \visdoln: they 
are received as angelic guests, dropping blessings 
from their wings. They have on their front on8 
COlnmon inscription: "God is love." They all are 
charged as David's captains: "Deal gently, for my 
sake, with my son." 
Sorrows in manifold form Inay COIne, but they 
bring no bitterness. Burdens from mailJ quarters 
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i11ay press, but they never crusb. The ,vhole tribe 
of losses n1ay in turn impoverish; but they take not 
God a\vay. His presence still remains, and then the 
Clip is full. 
Out\vard enjoyments n1ay seem to retire; but the 
Autbor of all joy still abides. Chastenings may be 
1l1al1'y and sore; but they all whisper, (C As many as 
I love, I rebuke and chasten." (Rev. iii. 19.) They all 
testilY: lIe chastens for our profit, that ,ve might be 
parta.kers of His holiness. Paul's thorn in the flesh 
\vas doubtless sharp; but the keen point was blunted 
\yheu the gracious design ,vas seen to keep the sufferer 
ill tbe lowly vale of hUluiliation. Grief is not grief 
"\v here th ere is 110 curse. The furnace harins not if it 
refines the ore, and only consumes dross: bereave-
ll1ent)efl,ves not friendless if it brings the chief Friend 
nea.ref. Trials destroy not comfort, if they augment 
the everlasting consolation. 
Prosperous circumstances are no"\v prosperity in-
deed, because so sweetly ballo'wed: the true relish 
is no\v mixed in every cup of bless!ng. Health, 
domestic comfort, competence, friendships' delights, 
success in plans, al'e gilded by the rays of the heaven 
,,,llence they come. They are n10re joyous by 
R\vakening the joy of pious tbanksgiving: they are 
elevated by the upward flight of intelligent gratitude. 
They cause the heart to burn in the rapturous praise, 
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" They conle all fronl my Father! See how He thinks 
of me: see ho"\v He delights to aid me : His eye is 
on me: His power works for me." . The pardoned 
see this brightness in the face of every providence. 
Who can deny, "Blessed is he whose transgression is 
f . "'2 orglven . 
IV. Alleviation 5n sickness. Forgiveness is a 
dovvny couch for hours of declining health. EarthJy 
tabernacles are open to many invasions of disease. 
Sickness is often at the door "\vaiting to gain entrance. 
Let then the ~trength decay, and pains give anguish) 
and days drag vvearily, and nights prove strangers to 
repose; still the inner 11lan revives when the Spirit 
reluinds of everlasting pardon. Patience sluiles, 
while faith Y\Thispers) These sufferings lead not to 
eternal death; they vvaft the frail bark on its course 
to the land where" the inhabitant shall not say, I am 
sick: the people that d \vell therein shall be forgiven 
their iniquity." (Is. xxxiii. 24.) He is not depressed 
by malady, vvho has J ehovah-rophi slnoothing his 
bed. "Blessed is he "\"hose transgression is forgiven." 
v. Comfort in death. Forgiveness whispers 
sy\Teet c01l1fort to the dying ear. Death con1es 
without a frown "Then it ,valks hand in hand ,vith 
assured pardon. Hard indeed is the corich when 
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the past days record sin upon sin, 'with no blood to 
obliterate, "\vith no Saviour to redeem, "\vith no Spirit 
to speak peace, "\vhen the eye dares not to face the 
prospect, and turns in anguish from the retrospect. 
Oh, the agony of departing "when unpardoned sins 
haunt the sinking soul! But ,vhen forgiveness lends 
its solid rod and its supporting staff the worn-out 
pilgriul quickens his last steps, and springs for\vard 
to internlix "\vith the glorious cOlllpany of the saints 
in light. He has long reckoned death among his 
dearest treasures. The Spirit has taught hilU the 
truth, "All things are yours, "\vhether the world, or 
life, or death, or things present, or things to COllle, 
aD are yours, for ye a.re Christ's, and Christ is God's." 
(1 Cor. iii. 2'), 23.) He can say, To me to live has 
been Christ, therefore to die is gain. But death 
only can disclose the greatness of this gain. "Blessed 
is he ydl0Se transgression is forgiven." 
VI. Acquittal at the judgluent-bar. This tribunal 
must be lllet. "It is appointed unto men once to 
die, but after this the judgment." (Heb. ix. 27.) 
But there are no \ terrors here for the forgiven man. 
Condenlnation fastens only upon sin: but all his sins 
have been condenlned in Jesus. Their full desert 
of punishment "\vas paid ,vhen Jesus, on the accursed 
tree, drank to its dregs the penal cup. The vultures 
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of destruction can find no prey. This js the morning 
of his proclaimed acquittal; this is the day of his 
coronation before all heaven, all angels and all men. 
He often sang on earth, "Henceforth there is laid 
up for me a cro\vn of righteousness, ,v-hich the Lord 
the righteous Judge shall give me at. that day." 
N o,v the reality, the ,velcome, the full redemption 
.. 
have arrived. The King's voice goes forth: "Oome, 
ye blessed of My Father, inherit. the kingdom pre-
pared for you f1'o111 the foundation of the world;" 
C( and the righteous sha1l go into life eternal." Is 
not the conclusion just: "Blessed is he ,vbose trans-
gression is forgiven" ? 
VII. Glory throughout eternity. The everlasting 
reign succeeds. Death, and hell, and all not "written 
in the book of life, shall be cast into t.he lake of fire. 
Then the consulnmation and the bliss shall be fully 
experienced. The forgiven shall follo,v the Lalub 
"\vhithersoever He goeth. He shall see the King in 
His beauty; he shall sit do"wn at the ll1arriage 
supper of the Lamb. In God's' presence he shall 
exult in the fulness of joy: at God's right band he 
shall receive pleasures for evermore. He shall be 
enriched with all the delight ,vhich God can give; 
he shall be enrolled ,vith all the glory '\vhich God 
can confer. Why? Because no stain of iniquity 
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Temains. He has cc "Tashed his robes, and made 
thenl \vbite in the blood of the Lamb." 
This sk.etch but scantily displays h01Y blessed is he 
\VhOS8 transgression is forgiven. Heaven must be 
reached anu eternity exhausted before the full 
blessedness can be known. 
A solenln inquiry springs quickly from this 
glorions vie,Y. All men should inquire, Is this 
blessedness ours? Are we among the cOlnpany of 
the forgiven? They are thus happy ,vho by the 
,Spirit's guidance h8Jve accepted the Gospel-provision, 
and have truly fled for refuge into the extended 
arms of Jesus. They are thus happy \vho, seeing 
the conling flood of "wrath, have entered the only ark 
of salvation; and under a deep sense of iluluinent 
peril, of desperate sinfulness, have renounced self as a 
pit of ruin, and have trampled down all the rubbish 
of nlan-invented ren1edies, and have from the inmost 
sou1, aDd with unfeigned faith, and ·with devout 
thanksgiving, en1braced the full remission ,yhich 
God has decreed, ,vhich Jesus has bonght, and ,yhich 
the Spirit lovingly proclaims. Let such as meekly, 
adoringly avow that the renunciation and the recep-
tiun hDJve been transacted; that they have thus 
turned in shame and loathing from self; that they 
have thus closed with Jesus, not turn from a brief 
,vord of exhortation. 
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Go in peace: your sins, which are many, are for-
given you. But go and evince more a'nd more by holy 
walk 'your utter abhorrence of all'evit that deadliest 
luurderer of souls. Take not into your bosom again 
the viper "\vhose venom caused the death of Him 
""vho bought this blessedness: fondle not again the 
lllonster v/ho drove the nails into the Redeemer's 
.. 
hands and feet. C( How shall we that are dead to 
sin live any lo~ger therein? " (Rom. vi. 2.) 
Go, too, and meditate lllore and more on the grace 
and worth, and ,york of Jesus, the source of this 
blessedness. Meditate until your enraptured souls 
become one flame of love. To you 'which believe 
He is justly preciolls,-all preciousness. The for-
given should be always chiding their souls to clra1v 
nearer in faitb, in love, in praise. Hear the voice of 
the Church: " Tell me, 0 Thou whom Illy soulloveth 
1vhere Thou feeclest: I an) sick of love." "My beloved 
is the chiefest among ten thousand; He is altogether 
lovely." C( 'VhOlll have I in heaven but Thee: there 
is none upon earth whom I desire beside Thee." Go 
like\vise and tell others "\~vhat blessedness you have 
found. Oompassionate the miserable "\vhose sins 
relnain, and on WhOlll 1vrath abides; labour by the 
lnany means "\vithin your po\ver to call thenl from 
their fearful state, and bring them to your inestinl-
able bliss. -The forgiven enjoy not forgiveness alone: 
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the blessed strive to con1m unicate and extend their 
blessedness; the saved seek to enlarge salvation's 
ranks; the hea.ven-bound seek to journey heaven-
,va.rd in joyful cOlnpanies. They individually pray, 
(( Dra\v 111e: \ve ,vill run after Thee." They con-
tinually invite, "Come "\vith us." (( Blessed is he 
\vhose transgression is forgiven, and whose sin is 
covered." 
H 
x. 
REPENTANCE, THE PATH TO IT. 
l'Ilim hath God exalted with His rrigl~t hand to be a Prince 
and a Savio1l'r, for to give 'repentance to Isra~l, a,1icl 
forgiveness of sins."-AoTs v. 31. 
Ho,v wondrous is the revelation of this verse ! It 
unfolds a heavenly scene. In the centre Jesus 
appears, nlade in position "higher than the heavens," 
exalted to the right hand of the ~{ajesty on high, 
and thus advanced by distinct 'exercise of the Father's 
power. It specifies tvvo offices vvhich He is thuR 
glorified to discharge. As a Prince He shall ,vield 
the sceptre of universal rule; as a Saviour He shall 
dispense eternal blessedness. It displays Hin1 as, in 
consequence, bestoyving t,vo nlain gifts,-repentance 
and forgiveness of sins. 
Such is an outline of this vast Scripture. On the 
full expanse, hovvever, gaze Inust not tarry; the 
present theIne restricts thought to the union of 
repentance. and forgi veness of sins. These are 
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precious boons from the hand of Jesus: but He 
grants thenl not apart; they co-exist, as flowers of 
one stenl,-as songsters from the same nest. Is 
forgiveness vouchsafed? Repentance precedes. The 
heart \vhich has not been thus melted will not joy 
in pardon. If it delightedly basks in this sunshine 
it has reached the enlinence through the low valley 
of repentance. Th e rich harvest follo\vs seed so\vn 
in tears: the cheering rays shine after previous 
gloom. I-Iea venly "\visdom places repentance in this 
station; thus a troop of fallacies is dispersed, and 
Inany an ensnaring net of Satan js totally destroyed. 
S01110tilnes the enemy whispers to the awakened 
conscience, I-Io\v groundless are all fears! God is 
love: He "\vill not cast off creatures \v hOln His "\vill 
has formed: Hig boundless mercy interdicts. Thus 
he strives to retain souls in undisturbed impenitency, 
and lulls then) on pillo\vs of false hope. 
lIcrc it cannot be too strongly stated that God is 
rich in nlercy, and that His mercy endures for ever. 
But ll1ercy is not the total of His nlind. Let not 
the inlpenitent be deceived: unconditional forgive-
ness is a groundless phantoln. Let none who neither 
feel, nor hate, nor shun iniquity, beguile themselves 
\vith expectation of immunity.. Where is it written 
that pardons bless irrespective of the recipient's 
state? Flowers grow not on a rock. If mercy 
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alone can stay due punishment, none can be lost, 
and hell becomes a fiction. 
Again, Satan is wily to use even, the death of 
Jesus as a means of ruin. He artfully employs 
the cross so as effectually to check: real access to 
it. He sometimes allays soul-trembling by re-
minding that t~ere is a fountain ever near, potent 
to cleanse: he strives to induce ease by insinuating 
that the precious ~)lood hides all iniquity. Atone-
ment free and boundless is indeed the glory of 
the Gospel. Let it ever be adoringly 111aintained 
that the stream from Jesus' side obliterates the 
crimson stains. But is it true, that· His blood falls, 
without distinct jon, on transgressors? Look \vithin 
the precincts of pardon: a vast multitude appears, all 
beauteous in purity; but each is marked \vith the 
stamp of penitence and faith: each has \vept for 
sin, and fled in contrition to the cross. Such is the 
Saviour's testilTIony: studiously He fralues connect-
ing links. " Thus it is \vritten, and thus it behoved 
Christ to suffer, and to rise frOln tb e dead the third 
day; and that repentance and reluission of sins 
should be preached in His nalue among all nations." 
(Luke xxiv. 46, 47.) Repentance precedes remission; 
relnission closely follovvs. 
Peter on the day of Pent.ecost sounds the san1e 
note. FuJI of the Holy Ghost, he had pressed appall-
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ing guilt on the consciences of the cro\vd; he pointed 
to their hands, stained \vith the Redeemer's blood; 
he boldly added, <c God hath made that same Jesus, 
\vhom ye have crucified, both· Lord and Christ." 
(Acts ii. 3G.) Then instantly he showed repentance 
as the direct path to obliterate their crin1es: "Repent, 
a.nd be baptized everyone of you in the nanle of 
J e8U8 Christ for the remission of sins." There is 
pardon through the Crucified, pardon even for His 
murderers: but it nlust be sought in the appointed 
way of penitential grief. 
Once 1110re, the same Apostle chides the wonder-
ing cro"wd in Solomon's porch. He cloaks not their 
frightful deed: he charges them \vith the sin of sin~. 
" Ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired 
a 111uf(le1'er to be granted unto you; and killed the 
Prince of Life." (Acts iii. 14, 15.) But away \vith 
despair. There is hope, bright and sure; there is all 
hope (-;ven for such guilt: but it shines only ·in the 
pafh\vay of repentance. They \vho stifle consciousness 
of the evil, perish; they 'who confess ~nd be\vail it, 
live. ((Repent and be converted, that your sins may 
be blotted out, \V'hen the times of refreshing shall 
crime froln the presence of the Lord." (Acts iii. 19.) 
Such is the voice of heavenly truth,-such are 
the inspired tidings. Hence the ambassador of Jesus 
.~s privileged to beseech, 0 ye sons of men, loathe 
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your polluted course; let tears of penitence attest your 
broken spirits. 00111e, snliting upon your breasts, 
t.o the atoning cross, and you shall be· 1velcomed, and 
your sins all purged away, and no sight of theln 
again appear. Be wise then: (( Humble yourselves 
in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up." 
(J an1GS iv. 10.) ,,"He tbat covereth his sins shall not 
prosper; but 1vhoso confesseth and forsaketh them 
::;hall have mercy." (Prov. xxviii. 13.) 
But "\vhen repentance is thus comnlended, its 
essence should be accurately stated,. Oheats n1ay 
aSSUlne fair forn1: all SOlTO"\V is not godly SOlTO\V. 
IVlany Inay acknowledge the plague of sin with no 
true feeling of contrition: even te~rs 11lay fio"\v 
, without heart-v{eeping. Weeds have senlblance of 
s"\veet flo"\vers: tinsel may glitter like the purest gold. 
Hence it is ,veIl that a discrilniDating glance should 
survey the features of Gospel-repentance. Let then 
its properties be tested: thus error's dovvnvvard 
slopes may be escaped, and counterfeits be detected. 
It is possible to perish "with a lie in the' right 
hand. 
Genuine repentance is a threefold cord. Three 
ingredients compose the CllP: three rays co III bine to 
form the pencil. The follo,ving phases are united. 
I. Contrition: which \vrithes under deep pain. 
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II. Confession: "\vhicb humbly pours forth the 
bursting agony. 
III. Abhorrence: vvhich flees the hated cause of 
th is distress. 
\\Then these deep feelings meet: repentance lives, a 
gi.ft froln heaven. From these standpoints let this 
grace be now l:;urveyed. 
1. C~on tritiou. This is no sha1low, superficial, 
transient enlotioll. It is not a slender reed, a sum-
Iner brook, a luorning cloud, the early devv. It 
penetrates the lo,vest recesses of the beart, and 
shakes the fabric "\vith a giant band. It causes a 
very earthquake in the ill\vard 111an: it beholds "\vith 
horror tbe blackness, fi1th, and heinousness Df sin,-
its rankling sting is keenest misery. It is not 
content ,vith reviling it as injurious to fair faIne, as 
a blight on temporal IJrospects, and as the parent of 
reproach and shame: it discerns it, as rebellion 
against God. It beholds its in1pious ,hand uplifted 
against a loving Father: it loathes its character, as 
dark in ingratitude, t;reachery, impiety, and heartless 
hardness. The thought is torment that this monster 
llas been so enlbraced. Contrition is thus an awakened 
anguish for ind\veUing and outbreaking sin: its acts 
evince its depth. 
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Is not this prominent on the prophet's picture: 
" I ·will pour upon the house ofDavi~, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of 
supplications; and they shall look upon Me \VhOln 
they have pierced, and they shall ,mourn for Him, as 
one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in 
bitterness for Hi"m, as one that is in bitterness. for 
his firstborn." CZech. xii. 10.) Here is a melting 
image ! We see the writhing misery of the broken 
spirit. 
Let it here be added, that "vhen such godly sorro,v 
rends the soul, relief is near; for a blessed promise 
closely hastens to console: "In that day there shall 
be a fountain opened to the house of David and to 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for unclean-
ness." CZech. xiii. 1.) 
Next the graphic instance of repentant Ephraim 
gi ves light. Contrition strains his very heart-strings. 
God in His sovereign grace had put forth a chasten-
ing hand: the agony of the sDlitten spirit soon wails. 
Mark the record: "I have surely heard Ephrainl 
belnoaning himself thus, Tb ou hast chastised llle, 
and I ,vas chastised as a bullock. unaccustomed to 
the yoke." Then prayer goes forth, "Turn Thou 
lne, and I shall be turned: for Thou art the Lord 
my God." Let the result be noted. The contrite 
heart thus mourns: "Surely after I' turned, I 
REPENTANCE, THE PATH TO IT. 105 
repented; and after that I was instructed I sn10te 
upon my thigh: I ,vas ashamed, yea even confounded, 
because I did hear the reproach of my youth." (J ere 
xxxi. 19.) 
l~nother Vi8W of this agony is supplied by Peter. 
He n1iserably faUs, and Jesus turns and looks upon 
hiln. In that piercing eye there ,vas reproach ,vhich 
brake the heart,-and love \vhich bound it up. He 
felt the lleinousness of his iniquity. No restraint could 
cloak his contrition: "Re \vent out and "wept bit.terly." 
It is sw·eet digression to observe how mercy flies 
to raise the do,vncast. The morning of the resur-
rection COlnes. At the ·sepulchre the angel bids the 
,vondering ,vomen to be tl1e messengers of glad 
tidings; but Peter is especially remelnbered: "Go 
your \vay, tell His disciples and Peter, that lIe goeth 
before you into Galilee." A.nd as that blessed day 
advances, the risen Saviour seeks the trembling 
clis8iple in his lonely shanle. For when the two 
hastened back from Emmaus they found the eleven 
ga.thered together, and them that were \vith them, 
saying, "The Lord is risen inueed, and hath appeared 
to Si1110n." This, contrition is an essential ingredient 
of repentance, and this godly sorrow ever hastens 
to nestle in redeeming arms. 
II. Confession. Can this mantling cup not over-
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flo\v? Oan the wounded heart thus sluart, and out 
of the abundance no utterance burst forth? The 
burdened spirit cannot pine in silence: contrition jn 
its lo",vest depths looks upward to the Inercy-seat. 
It lingers not, but hastens to God's footstool: t.here 
in tears it relates its Inisery. Sorrow gives ",vings: the 
very burden qU"ickens speed. It is conscious that 
God is not ignorant, but it seeks relief in telling its 
woe. Daniel gives example. Thus he testifies: "I set 
n1y face unto· the Lord God, to seek by prayer and 
supplications, ,vith fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes: 
aud I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made Illy 
confession, and said, ,Ve have sinned, and have C0111-
lllitted iniquity, and have done 1vickedly, and have 
rebelled, even by departing from Thy precepts and 
frOin Thy judglnents." (Dan. ix. 3, 4, 5.) He opens 
the sluice of confession, and casts off his load in 
keeping l10thing back. Ivlercy hears and joys to 
c0111fort. C( And ,vhiles I ",vas speaking, and praying, 
and confessing l11y sin and the sin of Iny people 
Israel, and presenting Iny supplication before the 
Lord 111Y God for the holy lllountain of 111Y God; 
yea, 1vhiles I ,vas speaking in prayer, even the n1an 
Gabriel, ,v-hon1 I had seen in the vision at the begin-
ning, being caused to fly s\viftly, touched 111e about 
the tilne of the evening oblation." (Dan. ix. 20, 21.) 
There is simiJar instance in the heart-slnitten 
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prodigal. He feels his crushing ,vickedness: his 
heart is full and Inust find vent. "I will arise and 
go to my Father, and will say unto HilTI, Father, I 
ha,ve sinned against heaven and before Thee, and am 
no n10re "\vorthy to be called Thy son." But pardoning 
love prevents h1111. "'Vhen he "was yet a great way. 
off his Father saw bin1, and had compassion, and ran, 
and fell on his neck and kissed him." Contrition 
11ll1st confess, and forgiving tokens aTe pressed on 
tho confessing lips. 
Such, too, is the testirnony of David: (C I ackno\v-
ledgec1 ll1y sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I 
not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto 
the Lord; and Thou forgavGst the iniquity of my 
sin." CPs. xxxii. 5.) 
Let., too, the tender notes from apostolic lips be 
beard: "If \ve confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us froln all 
unrighteousness." (1 John i. 9.) Thus contrition 
\vrithes, and confessjon 50bs, and pardoning mercy 
calros the breast. 
III. Abhorrence. To· complete the lineaments, 
h(1J.red of sin and resolute abandonment Inust be 
added. Natural emotions may bewail iniquity; truth 
may confess its prevalence vvhile the heart remains a 
stranger to utter loathing, and looks vvith lingering 
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fondness to,vards its ,vonted ways. Thus Pharaoh, 
terrified by appaJ]ing judgme'nts, mourns, "I have 
sinned against the Lord your God, and against you. 
Now therefore forgive, I pray thee, my sin only this 
once." (Ex. x. 16, 17.) But' the lament was as a 
flitting shadow: it s\viftly passed a\vay. The heart 
was unnloved: evil as evil, was not hated. 
" Saul, in momentary relenting, aSSUUles the peni-
tential garb, ,vhile his deadly passion was unslain. 
The fearful picture of the Psalmist is still life-like: 
"When He sle"\v them, then they sought Hinl: and 
they returned and enquired early after God. Never-
theless they did but flatter Him \vith their lnout.h, 
and they lied unto Hiln "\vith their tongues. For 
their heart ,vas not right ,vith Him, neither 'v ere 
they steadfast in His covenant." (Psalnl lxxviii. 
34-37.) 
Seeluing repentance then nlay nlake unreal show. 
But ,vben the Spirit 'iluplants this grace loathing 
abhorrence takes deep root. The ,vhole heart is 
steeled in stout aversion: its every faculty and 
po\ver arise in irreconcilable enlnity: the whole 
inward Ulan comnlences warfare without truce, and 
tramples it down beneath detesting feet, and he\vs 
it to pieces vvith unsparing severity. It wars not 
only against some forms of evil; it entirely, abso-
lutely, universally loathes its every shape and 
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sen) blance. It hates it in its very essence, as the 
ellelUY of God, as execrable in itself, as the misery 
of the 'world, as the viper "which drank the life-blood 
of the Saviour. It has been \,visely said, C( In true 
repentance every affection of the soul turns a\vay 
f1'0111. sin; love says, I will elnbrace thee no lllore; 
(les'iITe says, I will never long after thee more; 
delight says, I \vill never take content in thee lllore; 
hatTed says, I will never be reconciled to thee 
Jnore; fe(~"t says, I \yill 'watch, lest I be surprised 
hy thee Dlore; gT'ief says, I 'will lllourn and lament 
because the soul has been beguiled by thee; hope 
says, I \villlook to Christ, that the poor soul n1ay at 
length get victory over thee." Thus true repentance 
flees frOI11 all sin. 
Such is the essence of this gra.ce. They \vho are 
wise \vill anxiously inquire \vhether it is their 
established inmate. 
ITo",T much bangs on the decision! It is beyond 
dispute that \vithout repentance there is no forgive-
ness, and \vithout forgiveness wrath must abide for 
ever. Perhaps the search leaves some disquieted 
\vith doubt. They may sigh, Would that genuine 
rt-pentance gave indubitable signs! But "wherefore 
this shivering in a cheerless region? Doubtless no 
hurnan efforts can create a heaven-kindled flame' , 
but "\vhat are the offices \vhich Jesus ever lives to 
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execute? "He is exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repent.ance to'Israel, and forgiveness 
of sins.'? Let prayer plead with Him: He will 
ans,ver, and pour dovvn this blessing, and carryon 
the holy work, until jn thorough brokenness of heart 
and hUluble confession, and firm departure from all 
evil, the peacef~ll realms of pardon are attained. 
XL 
FAITH, 
TIIE l\iEAl'IS OF OBTAINING IT. 
"Th,'ouah 11£s nCl1ne whosoever believeth in Hi1n shall 
v 
Ireceive Te1nisston of sins. "-ACTS x. 43. 
HERE precious tidings direct the anxious soul to 
peace. Can the fainting sinner hear the glad 
assurance and Dot revive? Can he "\velcoD1e it, and 
not. rejoice ,vith joy unspeaKable and full of glory? 
Blessed be the Father of mercies, that His ,vord 
cont(11ns it ! Blessed are they ,vhose hearts through 
the Spirit savingly embrace it. Their life is high in 
grateful bliss: they revel in the riches of forgiveness. 
It has been fully sbo'\vn that countl~ss sins stain 
Aduln's race. Without remission endless misery is 
the universal doom: God's frown repels and heaven 
is barred: the transgressor is shut up in hopeless-
ness: his feet tremble on the abyss of ruin. But this 
Gospel is a message of remission, and points to the 
road by ,vhich it is approached. All "who believe in 
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Christ, whatsoever their \vretched course may have 
been, are uplifted from the depths of guilt, -and 
J'aised to salvation's heights. Trumpet-tongued is 
the proclamation, and everlasting is its echo: 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved: ,,_cc '\vhosoever believeth in Him shall 
receive remission of sins." 
'"' 
For ever this word is settled in heaven. Truth 
peris11es: Iioly Scripture loses its fairest charm: 
revelation is not a.n unerring guide: there is no 
sure path and no firm prop, if faith in Jesus grasps 
not forgiveness. This grand position is no\v reached. 
It is a sequel to the preceding topic. 
The holy link which 'connects forgiveness and 
repentance has been marked. The Gospel-,varning 
has been heard,-that none sit down at the rich 
. banquet of the pardoned, but lowly penitents, \vith 
hearts bleeding for sin, and lips hunlble in contrit.e 
confessions, and feet fleeing every evil way. 
But now the kindred truth appears. The pardoned 
not only walk in the ]o,\v valley of penitence; they 
moreover mount up,vard on '\vings of faith. The 
graces of repentance and faith may not be parted. 
Where the Spirit plants one, He surely adds the 
other: where one· lives, the other thrives. If one 
be absent, the other has no place: they lead in 
concert to forgiveness. 
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Let t.his essential grace, then, now be vie\ved. It 
is from heaven and heavenly; it craves forgiveness 
and it surely gains; it seeks and truly finds; it 
knocks and the door yields: it extends a hand \vhich 
instantly is filled, and closes to retain the prize. It 
bends au a,doring head, \vhich gloriously is cro\vned, 
ana in the cro\vn this bright je\vel spa.rkles: "through 
I-lis 11[\;111e ,vhosoever believeth in Him shall receive 
remission of sins." 
I. The necessity of faith clailns foremost place. 
As Christ alone can efficaciously procure; so faith 
alone can instrumentally appropriate. It is un-
doubted that all pardon results froin the "\vork of 
Christ. He alone earnR it: repetition of this truth 
can never ,yeary. On His cross He purchases 
it; by IIis blood lIe gains it; by His death He 
secures it. Every attribute of God beholds the 
111 igh ty victim, and is infinitely satisfied. Justice 
surveys sinners sprinkled "\vith this stream and 
testifies, It is enough. No claims and, no den1ands 
ren1ain: \vrath allow"S that its fury is extinct, that 
every vessel is ch\ained, and no drop left. Thus 
th e \york of Christ is the full price of pardon. 
Iniquity is obliterated by it) and is no more found. 
Sins are covered, and they disappear: forgiveness 
finds at the cross open door for its full exercise. 
I 
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But ho,v is interest in this efficacious work 
obtained? Who can claim Christ's death as their 
rescue, and His blood as their redemption ?Who 
can, in clear conscience, realize beneficial portion in 
the finished w·orlc? 
Participation in all Ohrist's merits is the exclusive 
privilege of tho.,se who are members of His body. 
If any are not one with Him, His ,vork to them is 
as a severed branch,-a thing of nought. His suffer-
ings are in vain where no vital union can be shown. 
None outside the ark ,vere saved. None escaped the 
avenger of blood, unless within the gates of refuge. 
Bread gives no nourishment unless received into the 
system. Renledies only heal "Then duly used. A 
sinking luariner who spurns the life-boat courts a 
watery grave: none reach their home ,vho stray in a 
vvrong path; so none gain pardon but the sheltered 
jn Ohrist's fold. 
N O\V faith is the connecting grace. It is the eye 
w bich sees HilTI, the heart ,y hich longs for HilTI, the 
palate which feeds upon Him, the foot ,vhich runs 
after Him, the hand ,vhich grasps HilU, the strength 
,vhich holds Him, the holy boldness which cannot be 
restrained. It ventures to His arlllS, and hides itself 
in His "rounds, and washes in His blood, and reso-
lutely refuses to be parted from Him. Thus faith 
unites, connects, cements. Thus property in the 
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Saviour is obtained. No other tendril t\vines around 
the stem. Love delights in Him and adores; hope 
sees the riches of the promised inheritance and 
rejoices; IJatience \vaits long and is not ·~tVeary; zeal 
toils and thinks all labour light; prayer brings each 
'\vaut to Hilu, and \vrestles until it gains reply; 
praise sounds the glories of His name, and thrives 
on ea.rth that it may thrive the nlore in heaven. 
But these gTaces separately and collectively \vin not 
interest in Hin1: faith alone effects this union. 
Hence as Christ is indispensable to procure 
forgiveness, so faith is necessary to gain oneness 
"\vith Hin1; therefore every true minister cries, 
"Through IIis name whosoever believeth in Him 
shall recci ve remission of sins." Hence solemn 
"warnings raise a checking hand: (( He that be-
lieveth and js baptized shall be saved, but he that 
believeth not shall be damned." (Mark xvi. 16.) 
The J3aptist uttered \yords of unchanging truth: "He 
thn,t believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; and 
he that believeth not the Son shaH n9t see life, but 
the 'wrath of God abideth on him," (J ohn iii. 36.) 
It is added by the faithful and true witness, C( If ye 
l.elieve not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins." 
(J ohn viji. 24.) 
II. Faith's actings next demand attention. It is 
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a stirring principle: it kindles a burning fian1e, and 
gives sure proof of life; it is vigorous, and it ",yorks 
,vith ·vigour; it is energetic, and it puts forth energies. 
The seed frOln ,yhich it springs, the sap vvhich in-
vigorates, are alike divine. Therefore it grows, 
expands, exhibits blosS0111S, and bears fruit. 
It sees the vanity and eIllptiness and vyorthless-
ness of hunlan 'vork. It kno\vs that self brings 
ruin, but cannot repair; it is conscious that man can 
add sin to sin, and pile up Inountains of trans-
gression, but· is utterly weak to ren10ve one a,ton1. 
It allo,Ys that eterna.l condemnation is deserved, and 
that the guilty can construct no extricating p.1ea. 
Therefore it flees froln self as fro In a plague-spot: it 
rejects it as a crun1bling reed; it seeks Dot remedy 
fron1 ,vhat is poison. Thus in thorough self-aversion 
it speeds directly to the sure refuge. 
It has enlightened judglnent. It forlns unerring 
estin1ate: it adjusts all helps and 111eans ,vith ,vise ' 
discrin1ination; it seeks a fabric \vbich has firn1 \valls 
and bulwarks; it knO\Y8 that lnauy graces 8\yeetly 
adorn a pardoned soul, but that not one holds saving 
merit: it feels that repentance \vill n10urn, and ",vail, 
and \veep, but that no flo\ving tears obliterate one 
speck of sin. It looks to Christ, and Christ alone, to 
wash and cleanse. 
r t knO\\Ts that love ,vill brightly burn and ra.ptur-
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onsly a.dore, and constrain the ,villing feet to run 
'with joy the heaven\vard path; but it invests not 
love \vith po'\Ver to gain forgi.veness. It looks to 
C~brist, and Christ alone, a.s the one efficacious source. 
It delights ill hope, as a cheerful cOlnrade Inounting 
\vith glad \vjng to the heaven of heavens, and vie"\v-
ing' 'wit.h open eye the riches of the glorious home, 
and list.ening \vith anticipating ear to the ceaseless 
halleluja.hs, and foreseeing the ages of eternal bliss; 
but it rejects it as the price of the expanded 
blessedness. It looks to Christ, and Christ alone, as 
earning the 11lany Inansions and the \veight of glory. 
I t has keen relish for the V\T ord. In those rich 
l'f'"stures it finds s\veet food: froll1 those deep \vells 
it dra\vs refreshing draughts; in that clear lllirror it 
boholds enchanting sights; in that divine school it 
leflrns transporting lessons; but it regards it only 
as a passive instrument used by the Spirit to convict 
anJ teach. 'Vhile tben it incessantly traverses the 
precious pages, it never trusts to tbeln as tbe source 
of life. It looks to Christ, and Christ alone, of 'Nhom 
the f:3acrcd voltune is the \vitness, and \vhose saving 
truths it ,vondrouslv reveals. 
01 
It listens especially to Gospel-invitations. They are 
many, preciolls, tender, full of constraining love. It 
recei yes t.hern as calls to flee the \vorlcl and all the 
transitory things of sense. But while it thus prizes 
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this treasure, it gives it no wrong place. It heeds 
the voice, and hastens to Christ as tbe one home to 
'v hich they poi.nt. 
Siluilarly it luxuriates in the ,vide field of the 
promises. It expatiates in their illimitable range: 
it blesses God for their varied richness and im-
measurable extep.t. It sees that they give pledges 
of all blessedness, and proclaim the Triune Jehovah 
as the believer's en,riching portion. Ib thus receives 
the title-deeds of beaven, and joys in the earnest of 
the coming glory. 
But while it receives such rapture froln the 
prolnises, while it trusts theln as 'c Yea and Amen 
in Christ," it seeks not pardon in this asselublage of 
delights: it kno"\ys that they contain no efficacious 
help. Christ and Christ only can deliver: from 
Ifim alone it dra"\vs prevailing pleas. 
Again, faith uses vvith high expectation all means 
of grace. It oft seeks audience at heaven's throne: 
it doubts not that ans"\vers \viII come, and strength 
be obtained and mercy granted; its very breath is 
prayer. It obeys the precepts: C( Pray al\vays;" 
" Continue in prayer;" "Pray without ceasing." It 
finds, too, constant calls to praise. Thus it encircles 
the high throne with adorations: jn the house of its 
pilgriluage it begins the undying chorus of thanks-
giving. It-devoutly joins too in public rites: it goes 
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gladly ,vith the holy flock to the appointed house of 
prayer; it is an antepast of heaven to unite with 
,Yorsbipping crowds in confessing sin, and supplicat-
ing aid, and uplifting the melody of grateful joy. It 
thus delights in public service; but above all it finds 
}Jallo\ved food in the sacramental feast. There, in 
consecrated elements, in the broken bread and out-
poured wine it realizes Christ's saving sacrifice. In 
these signs and seals it gazes on Him hanging on 
t.he accursed tree, laying do\vn His life, shedding 
His blood, purchasing pardon. But while it thus 
revels in the means of grace, it fully kno\vs that they 
a.re the shell and not the substance, the pathvvay 
and not the end. Its eye intently rests on Ohrist, 
and Christ alone, as procuring, meriting, deserving, 
obtaining, buying, winning the forgiveness of sins. 
Thus the actings of faith al\vays tend to Christ: it 
turns to Him as the needle to the pole; it never 
pausG~ until this rest is reached. Are any elate with 
hope that this inestimable treasure is their own? 
Deep self-examination must precede assurance: faith 
is in1personated by many counterfeits. ' 
Let men be\vare of mere intelligence, ,vhich 
r1 wells in the head, but passes not beyond this 
vestibule. Ho\v many readily bo,v before the reve-
lations of Scripture: they confess that they aTe 
sinners; they see clear evidence that the cross has 
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been erected, and that Jesus died thereon, and that 
its province is to bring salvation. But here they 
pause: they only give historic credence to. indubit-
able facts; with no advance beyond this, there is no 
real possession of Christ's benefits. The devils knov{ 
all this. The heart, the affections, t.he spirit are not 
here enlivened;", there is no close personal reception. 
Such belief mounts not to the faith ,yhicb grasps 
forgi veness. 
Let elnotions be suspected ,yhich for a ,vhiJe 
flutter and soon expire. In tin1es of sickness and 
distress, under the lively teaching of the earnest 
preacher, '17hen a\vakening providences speak loudly, 
n1any n1elt and 'veep, and extol the preciousness 
of Christ, and express ac1nliring delight. Such is 
the cOlllpany of the stony-ground bearers: the 
soil is scanty; 110 root sinks deep; no fibres cling 
to Christ. There is no indissoluble cement: trials, 
telnptations, scoffs, ridicule, reproach, assail; this 
seeming faith then vanishes as Sllloke before the 
breeze. Such feeling is not the faith vvhich secures 
sin's pardon. Such telnporary movelnents stir only 
to subside. 
Sonle adva.nce further. They kno\v their need; 
they see Christ's worth; they take sonle steps 
towards Hinl; but they cast not themselves ,vhoUy 
on I-lim. They embrace Ifim with divided love: 
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they only take in part His sacrificial offering. They 
are ready to rejoice in all His dying "work; but they 
cannot unbar every bolt of the heart, and admit 
Hilll to reign absolutely, universally, unreservedly. 
They cannot bring every thought into thorough 
captivity to IIis obedience. Some darling sin ll'lUSt 
still be fondled; some holy precept lllUst be slighted. 
But saving' faith is an honest grace: it follows 
C~hrist fully; surrendering every feeling and desire 
to Ilis 'will, consecrating every facult.y of mind and 
body to His service. No partial reception secures 
forgiveness. 
There is, too, an indolent, inert faith, \vhich 
8prings not to life-long labour. Faith kno'ws its 
obligation, and strives by ",yorks of love to testify its 
gratit.ude. The constant cry is, "Lord "\vhat ,yilt 
~rhon have n1e to do ? " In paths of ardent zeal it 
presses to\varels the prize of its high calling. Ener-
g8tic faith alone is bound up in the bundle of 
forgiveness. 
rrhere is, too, a profession '.vhicb never gro\ys. 
True faith at first may be a tiny plant; it may rear 
but a slender head: but if it be of heavenly seed, 
c1e,vs from above '.vill nourish it, and ripening rays 
"win luake it fruitful. The heirs of this inestimable 
gift should live blessing Goel that He bas so enriched 
then1. They should incessantly ponder the grand 
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truth, "Through His name whosoever believeth in 
Him shall receive remission of sins." They should 
love and work as children of God through faith. 
And that they may ripen in this joy, they should 
wax stronger in the prayer, "Lord, increase our 
faith." 
XIL 
JOY, THE FRUIT OF IT. 
CC Son, be of good cheer)· thy sins be fm'given thee."-
l\iATT. ix. 2. 
'THE tree of forgiveness" shaken by the hand of 
{;:titb, pours do\vn Tich fruits. From the sho\vers of 
descending blessings let holy joy be now selected. 
This bright inmate of the believing heart quickly 
springs froln the glad tidings: "Son, be of good 
cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee." It is the product 
of tbis s\yeet assurance: it is among the rays which 
spnxkle from the absolving \york of Christ. 
lrhe cavillers "\yho first heard the \vondrous "\vords, 
(( thy sins be forgiven thee," rightly reasoned, "Who· 
can forgive sins but God alone 1" But He Who thus 
speaks is the mighty God; Deity is His inseparable 
property: He usurps nothing beyond His own pre-
rogative ·when with authority He dispenses pardon. 
_~R God He purchased, and as God He gives. Pardon 
is a Inyth, except it be divinely given; it is like 
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the city ,vhich hath foundations, whose builder and 
Inaker is God. 
But ,vhen faith gains this resting-place joy IllUSt I 
ensue; doubts, fears, hesitations flee, All the black 
clouds of terror, anguish, dismay vanish; bealus of 
bright light shine joyfully around: thanksgiving and 
the voice of nl~Jody d,vell on rejoicing lilJS; s\veet 
echoes repeat, (( Be of good cheer; thy sins be for-
given thee." 
To aninlate faith let the scene of this utterance be 
visited. The spot vvas Capernaulll, the place iu 
,vhich Jesus often rested, as His adopted honle. 
The nalue suggests ,varnings, ,vhich it ,vould be 
olnissiol1 not to heed. In privileges, ad van tages, 
opportunities, this city ,vas exalted llnto heaven; 
nevertheless it ,vas brought do,vn to hell. Blessings 
,vithin reach ,vere spurned; the day of grace ,vas 
uniluproved: therefore the voice of condeulnation 
thunders, C( It shall be 11101'e tolerable for the land of ' 
Sod om in the day of judgment than for thee." Let 
all take notice: their state is fatal to ,vhonl the 
Gospel COUles and ,yorks no saving change. 
IIere Jesus ,vas unfolding His glorious truths: as 
a prophet He ,vas revealing the ,vay of life, the 
only renledy for Rin. 'Vhen He 'taught, 111ultituc1es 
thronged to hear; but seldonl ,vas anxioty nlore 
earnest. Luke relates, that (( there ,vere seated 
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nroullc1 IIilll Pharisees and doctors of the law out of 
every to\Yll of Galilee, and J udffia and J erUSalelTI." 
J\,Ia rk, adds that the concourse ,vas so excessive "that 
there ,yas no room to receive then1: no, not so much 
a.s about the door." 
These eager listeners won great re\\·ard. Not only 
did they receive lessons luighty to save, they more-
over 'witnessed a llliracle of 111ercy; tbey heard, too, 
the annOUl1Cenlent of sin forgiven, and witnessed the 
resulting joy. "Son, be of good' cheer; thy sins be 
f · 1" orglven t ee. 
Here is encouragelTIent to seek with diligence all 
Ineans of grace. Divine pow"er is adjunct to the 
,yords of life. A preached Gospel is the channel in 
\vbich the Spi.rit flo\vs into hearts 'with converting, 
reviving, sanctifying Inight. 
A_ttention is no\v attracted by a strange appearance. 
Four 111en advance bearing on a bed a palsy-stricken 
friend. Their desire is obvious, their motive is not 
hid: they are intent on reaching Jesus; they are 
eager to place an afflicted con1rad~ at I-lis feet. 
They bad received faith that Jesus ,vas able and 
-.villing to relieve; that He \vielded po\ver to dispense 
.1,11 cures: this persuasion prompted their intrepid 
steps. 
But no'.v an obstacle threatens to defeat their zeal. 
The thronging cro\vd forbids approach; no avenue is 
• 
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open through the dense mass. But ardent faith 
cannot be baffled. This grace labours and wearies, 
not: it has wondrous skill to in vent and persevere; 
it scorns to succumb, and thus proceeds to triumph. 
This narrative is a conspicuous proof. All approach 
is choked: be it so;-the roof may be reached. It is 
.. 
not easy ,vith such a burden to ascend; but these 
friends SUrlYlOunt all difficulties: they stay not, until 
the top is gained. They discover the spot ,vhere 
Jesus stands; they force an opening through the 
covering; they lovver the pallet, and thus the palsied 
sufferer lies before Jesus. 
Misery is now prostrate before Inercy; infirmity 
is now admitted to the presence of tbe great Healer: 
the sick is novv at the feet of J ehovah-Ropbi. 
(Ex. xv. 26.) 
There is no staten1ent that the paralytic uttered 
an imploring word: but there was eloquence in the 
dumb spectacle; and Jesus read the language of the 
act, and understood the supplicating look. Large is 
the promise to those '\vho ask: they vvho seek find, 
and often receive beyond their ,\varmest hopes. But 
sOlnetin1es before the lips speak He gives. It is so 
here. Jesus addresses hilu: C( Son, be of good cb eer ; 
thy sins be forgiven thee." 
He knew that the root and core of malady is sin; 
lIe read the real anguish of the afflicted heart; I-lis 
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omniscience discerned the deep-seated pain; His 
skilful mercy applied the true remedy. He gave 
assurance that the oppressive evil was removed, and 
He bade the sufferer to take the full joy of pardon. 
He kne"\v that bodily recovery "\vith a soul unhealed 
could bring but evanescent joy. "That is the worth 
of an undiseased frame holding a sin-sick soul ~ He 
sa\\T, too, that the palsied man no"\v lying at His feet 
had ,yell-grounded expectations of relief: He pities 
the unhappy case; He honours the manifested trust; 
He blesses the undaunted effort. He freely dispenses 
pardon: "Son, be of go?d cheer; thy sins be forgiven 
thee." 
Oh, precious assurance! happy hour! blessed man! 
Ho"\v rich is the harvest here reaped by faith! What 
joy would bound "\vhen this voice of mercy reached 
hjs ea.rs! 'Vhat love and gratitude would kindle! 
AJI is brigh~ and lovely \vhile Jesus is pronlinent : 
the scene darkens ,vhen eyes turn to man. "He is 
fairer than the children of men: grace is poured on 
His lips." Evil too frequently pollutes the sons of 
earth. Here is ~ad proof. Certain of the scribes 
now say ,vithin themselves, "This man blasphemeth." 
They heard Him claim the power of forgiving sin; 
.they knew such gift to be the sole prerogative of God. 
Their eyes were blinded: the light shone in darkness. 
They recognised not the Person in their midst .. 
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Jesus perceived in His spirit their evil surmises. 
He proceeds to shiver" their vile unbelief, and to 
manifest the glory of His Godhead. He asks 
"Whether is easier to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee, 
or to say, Arise and walk 1 " 
Let it be observed, He institutes no cont.rast 
e. 
betvveen the cOll1parative facility and difficulty of 
forgiving sin and dispelling sickness. Each act "is 
far beyond the power of man; eacll ,york requires 
omnipotence. .. 
The outvvard pretension is the matter of present 
inquiry. Jesus proceeds thus to meet the cavil. It 
rnay be regarded as an easy thing to say, "Thy sins 
be forgiven thee," because forgiveness is an act con-
sun11nated in the invisible vvorld, in the court above, 
far beyond ll1an's faculties to discern. If the pre-
tension be e111pty boast there is no po'\ver to detect 
and to expose. But it is no easy tbing to say, "Arise 
and ,valle" This clailn is subjected to patent vie,Y: 
a failure convicts of undue assull1ption, and sbo'\ys 
intention to in1pose. But if the latter po'\ver be 
evidently displayed tbe forlner can no 1)101'e be ques-
tioned. He then triull1phantly n1aintains His clainl: 
"That ye Inay kno,\y that the Son of ~ian hath 
po"\ver on earth to forgive Rins, He saith to the sick 
of the palsy, Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thy 
bouse." Let the sceDe be closely'\vatched. If there 
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be failure) if the helpless continues helpless, Jesus' 
pO\\Ter to forgive is \\Trapped in doubt. If success 
follo"\ys, if Inalady freshens into health, then doubts 
vanish) a.ssurance stands firlTI, persuasion is estab-
-lished: it is indubitable that Jesus on earth can 
forgive sins, and is mighty and eternal God. 
The issue puts the crown on Jesus' head. 1\1:ark 
rela.tes: "In1n1ediately he arose, took up the bed) and 
"\vent forth before t.bem all." J eSlls' po"\ver shines 
forth as the sun in his strength. He stands victor 
over prostrate doubts: He manifests ability to forgive 
sins. The palsied instantly is whole: the ·wasted 
sine'\vs are braced; the trembling lin1bs are clothed 
"\vitb renovated strength: he takes up the bed on 
"\vhich he recently "\vas n10tionless. The marvelling, 
tbe ~nl1a.zed, the a've-struck multitude open a passage 
for hjn1; and he so recently carried, because he could 
not stir, no"\v strides as a strong nlan, carrying the 
burc18n of his bed. 
\~Vho can fail to be convinced 1 "\Vho ,vill not give 
praises and adore ! Jesus is able to forgive sins, and 
He is J esns still: I-+is never-failing property is power 
(1n(: ,villingness to blot out transgressions. 
'rhe nliracle is ended. 'Vithout controversy Jesus 
grants forgiveness according to His "\vilI. Let the 
corollary he received, that the sense of sins forgiven 
"\vin fill tbe heart "\vith holy joy. A s\yeet train of 
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confidence and peace vvill follo"\v the assurance: (( Son 
be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee." 
It may be boldly asked, Where sense of this for-
giveness is seated in the soul, "\vhat can trouble or 
disnlay 1 What blessedness short of heaven's realities 
can exceed the conscious happiness 1 
The Inan thus cheered looks up,vard: no clouds, no 
darkness hide his Father's face; no chill discourages; 
no frown repels: paternal smiles beam graciously. 
Every aspect speaks reconciliation, adoption, favour. 
It must be so; for the cause of alienation has dis-
appeared. No sins renlain to provoke wrath; no 
barriers check the strealll of overflo,ving love. Shall 
he not sing, "I alU of good cheer; my sins are for-
. " gIven me. 
Holy confidence may no,v confront the attributes 
of God: not one can press a charge against hinl. 
Justice brings no n10re demands: it grants full 
acquittal. The lavv no more ro11s its tremendous 
thunderings and forks its bolts to dash into perdition. 
Its n1enaces are only fierce against sin; but the 
pardoned man no n10re provokes. 8h311 he not 
boast, (( I aln of good cheer; my sins are forgiven." 
He enters boldly into the court of conscience, and 
fears not to commune concerning the transgressions 
of past days .. The faithfulluonitor accuses .not: it is 
fit ease, because these sins are blotted from the 
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recording tablet. He exclaims, "I aln of good cheer; 
Illy sins are forgiven me." 
Satan, too, is spoiled of his terrific weapons. He 
cannot bind the blood-"\vashed, nor drag him to the 
fiery cell. Shackles are broken; he has lost. his power 
to enchain. Sins are reluoved by pardoning grace./ 
The bappy song is heard: "I am of good cheer; my 
sins are forgiven lue." 
,Vhen sickness comes,its presence calmly announces 
speedy deliyerance from the burden of the flesh. 
\Vhen death displays its dart it has no terrors: its 
comn1ission is to bring the pardoned spirit into the 
sight of the King in His beauty. The judglnent-seat 
"\vill be the scene of final acquittal; eternity will be 
the cloudless day in \vbich delights "\vill find no end. 
The true believer, counts this joy his OWll. Hence 
it is no presulnption to adopt the enraptured song, 
"I am of good cheer; my sins are forgiven lue." 
But there are son1e "\yho may not thus exult: th,ey 
have no title to this assured joy. It is alone the 
property of those "\vho have embraced J'eS\lS as their 
full redemption, a~d ,vho count all things but loss 
for the excellency of His knowledge. Let those who 
hitherto have stood apart seek close interest in Hilll 
'without delay. He waits to be gracious. Let hesi-
tation no more detain: weak resolves often perish. 
Hell is peopled with Satan's irresolute and procras-
tinating dupes. 
XIIL 
LOVE, THE FRUIT OF IT. 
"Her sins, which are 1nany, are jor,qiven; for she loved 
1nuch. "-L UKE vii. 47. 
THESE ,vords occur in a Gospel-story. The narrative 
is exquisite in pathos and exuberant in charn18 of 
diction; but it is 111ainly precious as enforcing 
lessons of eternal truth. It belongs only to St. Luke. 
Let it be approached "\vith adoring gratitude to the 
Holy Spirit for guiding the pen of this Evangelist 
to record it, and "\vith hnnlble prayer tbat in His love 
1-Ie may apply it to prolllote salvation. 
The pronlinent features inculcate that a realjzed 
sense of l)ardon kindles the £lanle of fervent love. 
It nlust be so, for the hno,vledge of much forgiveness 
. cannot fail to fan affections into ardent blaze. 
The pathvvay to this ll1ain ilnprovenlent leads 
through pastures of refreshing incident. c,r err 36.) 
Sinl011, one of the Pharisees, c, desired Jesus, that fIe 
would eat "\vith hinl." That sect, as a class, regarded 
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Him 'with suspicious enlnity; but here a liberal nJind 
shrinks not froln hospitality. He calls Hilll to his 
board. Happy are they ,vho honour Jesus: He will 
honour thenl. Happy are they who ·welcome Hiln 
to th eir hearts and hOlnes: He COlnes the aln10ner 
of blessings. 
Jesus cornplied: cc He went into the Pharisee's 
honse, and sat clo,vn to meat." He is ever ready to 
cln1'V near ,vhen called. If He is absent from our 
< 
bosoms the fault is ours: we fail to open the door, 
and crave His entrance. 
(Ver. 37.) A 8tartling approach Do"\yaU1aZes the 
assembled guests. The circumstance is heralded by 
"Beholdl" Observe,-lnark,-ponc18rl vVho is this 
stranger ~ A \VOlna.n comes, infalnous in the city as 
a· sinner. Her nalne is not recorded: but her conduct 
sho\ys her spiritual condi.tion.' The unkno"\vn is of 
the heavenly family: her name is in the Lamb's 
book of life. 
r t is error to idel1-tify her "\vith ~1ary of I\iagdala. 
The appearance of the 1\iagdalene in the next chapter 
forbids such thought; and no evidence sbovvs that 
the 1\ia.gdalene, though grievously tormented, ,vas 
vile in degrading sin. This stranger was a native of 
the city in ,vhich Jesus ,vas no'Y a guest, and there 
she ,vas notorious for polluted course. 
Tidings had reached her that Jesus sat at meat 
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in Simon's house.. The narrative i'ecords no previous 
intervie\v ,vith Hiln; but the account compels the 
conclusion that she was no stranger to Him,-that 
she had acquired knowledge of ·His grace and po,ver, 
-that her heart "ras warm in hope of rescue frOll1 
the mire of sin and. unclean slavery,-that she looked 
through Hin1 for pardon and salvation: hence her 
affections gJo'ved, and love blazed brjghtly. 
Her conduct n1anifests this state. Let bel" acts be 
noticed. Her heart was breaking ,vith desire to 
testify her grc"1t.itude, and openly to honour Hinl. 
She could not resist the torrent of her feelings. She 
must dra \v near: she is deterred by no fear of 
obstacles; she disregards the charge of violating the 
world's proprieties. She took, perhaps, the best of 
her possessions,-· probably procured for personal 
embellishnlent,-her alabaster box of ointnlent; she 
passed the door; she reached . the guest-chaln ber : 
·she sa\v her Lord; she rushed to the object of her 
love; and as He reclined on the couch befor~ the 
table, s11 e took her station behind Him. 
Can she see Hinl and be thus near, and enlotion 
not overflo\v ? No: her heart luelted. Tears flow'ed 
so copiously that t.hey bede,vecl I-lis feet; \vith her 
st)~eaming hair she ,viped a,vay the fast-falling flood, 
and then in the fervour of her holy Jove she pressed 
these feet with her lips, and perfU111ed thenl ,vith 
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the fragrance of her balsam. T~e picture vividly 
proclailued ho\y she loved Jesus. 
But \vhence this mighty glow of love? Her 
heart thus burned because her soul had received 
hopes of forgiveness. No other answer satisfies. 
Did Jesus forbid her, or repel? They little know 
His heart \vho doubt that He vie\ys tenderly tokens 
of love from those \vhom He loved before the 'world 
began. 
,.At this point it requires sonle violence to turn 
from the affecting vie"T, and to fix our eyes on the 
host. He "\vatched, and was offended. He reasoned, 
Can Jesus allo\y the touch of one so fallen and 
in1.pure ? He concluded that her character \vas 
undetected: h'e suspected that a prophet's pene-
trating l\:no\vledge could not enlighten Hinl. He 
thought \vithin hinlself, No Inan of God \vould 
have pernlitted such loying signs fron1 one \vho is 
notoriously a sinner. 
Such notions prove utter ignorance of the heart 
of Jesus. The reproach of the Pharisees and Scribes 
is the glory of :fIis Gospel: "This man recei veth 
s1nners, ai1d eateth 'with them." Happy are they \v ho 
can gratefully respond, This vvitness is true; delighted 
experience endorses it. 
Jesus now. sho\V's that He is a prophet in high 
sense; that He could read the "Torkings of the heart, 
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and kne\v ho\v to apply -seasonable instruction. 
Replying to the inward feeling, He said, C( Simon, I 
have s0111e,vhat to say unto thee." He then delivered 
a simple parable, and added a question vvhich touched 
the core of the ,vhole scene. (( There ,vas a certain 
creditor, vvhich had t,vo debtors; the one o,ved five 
hundred pence, the, other fifty." Thus both ,vere 
deeply indebted; but the debt of the one exceeded 
that of the other in tenfold degree. "And \vhen 
they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave thenl 
both." Who can hear this, and not \vith adoration 
recognise the Gospel-sche111e? -V\T e are all deeply in 
debt: Vle are utterly bankrupt: v{e sta.nd cOllvicted 
at the bar of God. But we are not cast into prison 
until we pay the utter1110st farthing. Free forgi ve-
ness is within our reach. 
There n1ay be vast difference of out\vard g'uilt; 
but every sin is a debt, for ,vhich no culprit can 
Inake satisfaction. The least offender is incapable 
of cancelling his obligations: the greatest and the 
least are equally insolvent. The least cannot enter 
heaven 'without free forgiveness froln sovereign grace; 
the greatest is adn1itted by the saIne door. 
Jesus asked Silnon, ,Vhich ,vill Inost love? The 
Pharisee replied, "I suppose that he to vvhom he 
forgave Inost.'" The conclusion is right: love ,vill 
be in proportion to the amount of the felt benefit. 
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Jesus approved the judgnlent; and then, ,vith 
touches of tenderness and po\ver, contrasted the 
ardent love of the pardoned intruder with the cold 
reception of the host. He pointed to the 'VOlnan at 
His feet: "Simon, seest thou this wornan? I entered 
into thine house, thou gayest },ie no ,vater for l\:ry 
feet:" she has sent forth strealTIS from the fonntains 
of her eyes; she has \\Tashed thenl ,vith her tears, 
,vhile bel" napkin has been the hairs of her head. 
Ho,v little was thy love! Ho"\v great ,vas the feeling 
of b er heart! 
"Thou gayest Ine no kiss:" thy lips never pressed 
1\1y bro,v; but this \YOlnan, from the tilne I came jD, 
hegiDning from the first 1110m'ent and never pansing, 
has devoured }.iy feet "with kisses. Ho\v cold 'va~ 
thine affection! Ho\v ,varnl \vas hers! 
" I'l1y head ,vitl1 oil thou dic1st not anoint." Thou 
clidBt not bring the cheapest unguent for IV1y head; 
but she hath anointed ~1y feet \vith aromatic balsau1, 
,vith costly myrrh. Ho\v scanty ,vas thy gratitude! 
Ho\y profuse ,vas hers! 
He then tonch~d the 111ainspring of her conduct: 
11 e disclosed the deep spring of her rapturous 
affection. This fervent elnotion arose from Inighty 
1110tive. She loved thus largely, thus intensely, 
because much had been forgiven her. She had 
grasped pardon: she believed that her many 
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sins vvere all forgiven. Her 'much love gave 
evidence. 
Perception of luuch pardon never fails to a,vaken 
such rapture. Grace covering ilumenslties of evil 
begets immensities of grateful manifestation. He 
'who is raised fron~ the lowest depths lllounts on 
loving vvings to the highest heights: the greater 
the burden renl0ved, the s'i\rifter do the "\vings fly 
up\\rard. Jesus added the converse: ((To vvhon1. little 
is forgiven, the sanle loveth little." The heart, 
conscious of but little relief, "\varlllS ,vitb scanty love. 
The debt seenlS slnall; the release is requited by 
s111all gratitude. 
The reproach conveyed to the Pharisee is keen, 
though tenderly expressed. Coldness of love results 
from pardon poorly prized. No blaze of gratitude 
breaks forth, because no burning obligation has 
been felt. 
Let not the erroneous thought intrude, that this 
penitent ,vas forgiven because of bel' love. Love is 
not the cause, but the effect of forgivenss. It 
precedes not, but it surely follo,ys: it produces not, 
but it is the certain result. This "roman loved not, 
until she kne"\v her large, her full, her ullnlerited 
pardon; but then 'love, as the sun enlerging fronl a 
cloud, shone in full splendour. 
Thus the Gospel subjugates the heart. (C VVe love 
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Him because He first loved us." The believer 
realizes, (C He loved 111e, and gave Hinlself for me." 
Responsive love breaks forth, ~fy heart, Illy soul, 
n1y body, an are His. 
There is rich gain in this devoted love. Let the 
scene be again visited. The penltent retired not 
before Jesus gave a snliling look and cheering ,vord : 
He now spake with all authority, and sealed her 
pardon. He said, "Thy sins are forgiven thee." 
In her service she ,von assurance; in 11er ,york of 
love she earned a harvest of abounding comfort. 
J esns illlprints on her heart that her sins ,vere all 
behind His back, and blotted out of the book of 
renlem brance. 
But He dismissed ber not ,vithout pointing to tbe 
instrumental cause of her success: "Thy faith hath 
saved thee; go in peace." She had heard His \vords'; 
she had been persuaded; she believed, and doubted 
not: she may no\v go to her hOlne to repose under 
the shadow of assurance, and to live in the calm 
serenity of reconciliation. All peace ,vas now her 
heritage: she had right to enter on the tranquil 
domain. Such the narrative. The in1provement of 
this touching scene shall be brief. 
• 
I. This ,vornan was abominable in guilt. She 
had ,vallo\ved foully in sin's mire. But she heard of 
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Jesus: she obeyed His call. Sense of vilest evil 
formed no barrier; it urged her .for,vard: she cast 
herself on Hiu1, and ,vas saved. This case, ,vhich is 
no solitary gem in the Gospel-casket, loudly encour-
ages. 0 h, sinner, though your sins be as scarlet, 
COlne to the Savio'Qr, and they shall be \vhite as 
sno\v; though they be red like crimson, COllle, and 
they shall be as \vool; though they be piled as 
nl0untains upon mountains, Ifis cleansing blood, His 
covering righteousness, shall hide alII Are you as 
full of nlalady as the notorious leper? A persecutor, 
a blasphenler, an injurious one, as Paul? As occupied 
by Satan, as J:\fary of lVIagdala,-as thoroughly aban-
doned, as IVlanasseh, - as dishonest as Zacchens? 
Only COlue! He is pledged to cast out no suppliant. 
COlue, and you shall be ,velcol1led. All \vho look to 
the cross, as the sl1litten Israelites to the uplifted 
serpent, shall be healed. They ,vho cry to Hinl in 
the faith of the dying thief shall enter Paradise. 
II. All ,vho can truly testify t.hat they have 
, 
accepted the Savionr, and have looked \vith peni-
tence and faith to Hilll, and have plunged into tbe 
open fountain, and have \vrestled \vith I-lim for 
nlercy, a:nd are clinging to Hilll \vith elubracing 
arll1S, should bless God for His grace to\vard thel11. 
Let thenl en1ulate the exanlple of this grateful 
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,yoman and sho"\v forth their love. Let thenl mani-
fest it ,vith the lip, and encircle His throne ,vith the 
luelody of constant praise, and chiue their dull sOllls: 
"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is "\\Tithin 
111e bless His holy nanle. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, 
::tnd forget not all His benefits, Who forgiveth all 
thine iniquities." It should be exhibited, too, in 
l1nren1itted self-dedication. "Here we offer and 
present unto Thee, 0 Lord, onrselves, onr souls and 
bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice 
unto Thee." 
All the 111eans entrusted to their ste\vardship 
should be laid on fIim, their a1tar. Especially they 
should labour to advance His kingdom alTIOng the 
sons of Inen, ,yhether they be the ignorant at home, 
or the perishing in heathen-i Ni1ds. This is the test 
of love "\vbich Jesus asks: "Sinl0n, son of Jonas, 
]ovest thou lYle ~" again, "Lovest thou lYle?" and. 
again, "Lovest thou }.fe III ore than these? " "Feed 
1\ly sheep." "Feed IYIy lan1bs." It is doubtf111love 
,vbich toils not in proclaiming Christ. 
III. Abundant love reaps abundant harvests of 
delight. This loving servant gained the authorjtative 
assurance, "Thy sins are forgiven." So they "\vho 
labour devotedly for Him ad,rance far into those 
s"\yeet gardens of joy, 'where the light of His 
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countenance casts bright bealns around,-\vhere the 
pure breezes of the Spirit bring inward health and 
freshness,-\vhere flowers of precious promises diffuse 
fragrance,-where laden trees drop fruits of peace, 
-\vhere melody continually sings of safety, security, 
full redemption, eternal salvation. They "\vho love 
'" 
Hill1 1110st, and "Torle lllost for Him, nl0st frequently 
receive the tidings, "Thy sins are forgiven thee." 
This assurance is "\vorth ten thousand worlds. It 
gives so much that n10re can scarcely be desired. It 
nlakes every step on earth a sure and rapturous 
advance to the strong city of \vhich salvation is the 
"\-valls and bulwarks, and forgiveness is the' open gate. 
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"There is forgiveness VJith Thee, that Thou. 1nayest be 
feared. "-PSALi\I cxxx. 4. 
IN the train of feelings "\yhich issue from the 
forgiveness of sins, filial fear now claims a place. A 
brief introduction will pertinently bring out this 
point. 
Gospel-truth is ever armed "\vith mighty po··wer. 
It is an instrument of wondrous force: it enters the 
hevxt, as leaven into meal. It cannot be other\vise; 
for it is nothing less than an all-conquering "\veapon, 
framed and ,yielded by the Holy Spirit. It is a 
voice from heaven, and cannot speak in vain. 
As it proceed~ from God, so to God it tends. It 
sl:Jirs the soul to fly aloft: it detaches it from debasing 
commerce with mere earthly matters; it reveals 
celestial objects. This sight always transforroR: "We 
all, "\vith open face beholding as in a glass the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the same inlage from 
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glory to glory, even as by tbe Spirit of the Lord." 
(2 Cor~ iii. 18.) It wins to that cOlnmunion which by 
sure process restores the heavenly likeness, and 
establishes the predestined confornlity to the Son of 
God. 
"Then the Apqstle, in burning fervour, speaks of 
Christ loving the Church and giving Hill1self for it, 
that He ll1ight sanctify and cleanse it by the \vashing 
of ,vater, he en1phatically adds that the acco111plisb-
lTIent is "by the 'Vord." (Eph. v. 26.) 
It cannot be too frequently enforced that this 
'~T ord thus triulTIphs because it is not of earthly 
orIgIn. Its birthplace is not the hUll1an ll1ind; it 
o\vns 110t reason as its parent: it springs directly frolll 
the courts above. It is like the strcalll of the 
l~pocalypse: "He sho\ved ll1e a pure river of \vater 
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding ou t of the throne 
of God and of the Lan1b." (Rev. xxii. 1.) And as 
",vater nlounts to its o,vn level, so Zion's strealllS seek 
Zion's heights; as rivers rest not until they reach 
the ocean's bed, so God's O'Vll truth rolls surely to 
the npvtTard h0111e. 
I-Iappy are they ,vho delight to breathe the 
atlTIosphere of revelation: souls thrive \vhich are 
invigorated in this ilTImortal clinle ! 
It is folly to spend 1110ney 011 that \v hich is not 
bread, and labour Oll that \vhich profiteth not: ra.ther 
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let the enriching nutriment of this food be sought. 
One result instantly follows: such students advance in 
faith, in holiness, and e,rery godly grace. If this were 
fit opportunity, ho\v easily Inight the dark converse be 
exhibited. Who are they ,vho stray and guide into 
vicious and licentious life 1 These misleaders are 
the pupils of the school of ignorance: the proud 
despisers, or bold impugners, of the Bible. It must 
l)e so. If truth be banished, the Holy Spirit has no 
sphere; and if He be absent, Satan undisturbed 
rules his benighted captives. When light is excluded, 
darkness bas unmitigated sway; then steps stumble 
in paths of peril. Hence exclusion of truth is the 
sure parent of a blind progeny, who show the 
lineaments of their father the devil. 
This position might be largely amplified. The 
connection of ignorance with floods of sin is traced 
·with ease. Similarly a patent link connects spiritual 
intelligence and true nobility of life. 
But the subject directs to one exemplification. 
The Scriptural sense of forgiveness creates filial fear 
of God. 
I. To help elucidation, let an unreal hypothesis 
be luade. Let it be supposed, in opposition to all 
fact, that forgiveness exists not. Let God be placed 
jn a character immeasurably alien; for a momen~ 
L 
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let Him be imagined, as strippe4 of His inseparable 
attrib~te, and known only as an unreality. 
It is painful to fabricate such position: the pious 
u1ind shrinks from its sight. 
It is supposed, then, for the salce of clearer 
reasoning, that forgiveness is a visionary notion; 
that unmixed wrath is God's one feeling towards all 
sinners; that His heart is one abode of vengeance; 
that His look darkens with unvaried fro,vns; that 
His hands wield only weapons of destruction; that 
His breath fans no fialues but tornlent; that He 
knovvs no relentings; that tender compassion is a 
stranger to His heart; that mercy is not seated on 
His throne; that His inimitable resources only act 
to vindicate His honour, and to pour do,vn requital 
upon transgressors. For a moment let this supposi-
tion be adrnitted, remelubering always that it is 
untrue. 
What would be the frightful result? What .feeling 
,vould surely rage vvithin the conscious sinner's' 
breast? He js not ignorant of his countless provo-
cations; he knows that Omnipotence is justly his 
enemy; he sighs, Can mercy give no aid! But on 
this hypothesis mercy has no being. There is no 
forgiveness in the courts of heaven: therefore hope 
instantly,vithers. There can be nothing ,in prospect 
C( but a fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 
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indignation, which shall devour the adversaries." 
There is no door of escape, no refuge, no covert from 
the inlpending storm, no hiding-place from the near 
tempest. The sinner is doomed to brood over utter 
hopelessness. 
In apprehension of inevitable woe, the heart 
,vould harden into very stone. Every feeling would 
be frozen into ice; every. affection would congeal. 
If there is no loving Father in the world above, 
there can be no child-like reverence on earth. 
Goit-- would only be dreaded as an inexorable Poten-
tate, reigning to inflict misery. Hence there would 
be on e ,vide-spread feeling of slavish hatred. Th e 
hopeless sinner ,vould reason, What profit can arise 
from seeking to please Him 1 No devoted service can 
melt or turn: there is no ear open to receive cries; 
there is no eye to regard devoted efforts. Why 
sbould man seek favour, when all study "would b.e 
valn? Thus malignant rancour 'Nould hold unchecked 
dominion; every evil passion would riot unrestrained; 
all barriers would be removed, and .defiance would 
unfurl its standard: bold and reckless rebellion 
would savagely \ prevail. Hence, if there be no 
f(H'giving God, sullen hardness would make earth an 
an tepast of helL 
II. Let a curtain drop on this unreal scene. 
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C( There is forgiveness with The~, that Thou mayest 
be feared." What p~"oclamation can be louder 1 C( To 
the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, 
though ,ve have rebelled against Him." Let His 
voice be heard: "I \vilI cleanse theln from all their 
iniquity, whereby they have sinned against Me; and 
I will pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have 
si.nned, and ,vhereby they have transgressed against 
Me." (Jer. xxxiii .. 8.) And again: "None of bis 
sins that he hath C01TIlnitted shall be mentioned unto 
him." (Ezek. xxxiii. 16.) 
Our God is a God ready to pardon. He multiplies 
to pardon. Forgivenesses, in ever-flo'\ving strealns, roll 
down from the deep springs of His eternal love. 
His treasure-house is full of pardoning grace: the 
sinner; pleading the narne of Christ, Inay enter in, 
and revel in the abundance of forgiveness. These 
mercies never fail: they never can be exhausted. 
They are large as Deity itself: they extend to every 
form and mode of iniquity. No mountain of trans-
gression is so lofty that forgiveness cannot over-top 
it; no ocean of iniquity is so vast that forgiveness 
cannot exceed it. The heart of God, in Christ, ever 
beats with this forgiving love: His hands are ever 
open largely to cispense it. From everlasting His 
'~isdom formed the sclleme which gives f~ee scope to 
this overflowing mercy. 
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lVlighty hindrances opposed this grace. These 
obstacles have already had much thought; but 
Scripture teaches to add line upon line. Let re-
capitulation then proceed. The majesty of the holy 
kingdonl 111Ust be kept inviolated: it must be 
magnified, exalted, and raised very high. This result 
is gloriously secured. Sin is punished; "wrath is 
inflicted; vengeance receives all dues. But the 
l)erson of the sinner is exempt: a Surety, a Su b-
stitute is found. This Surety is strong, nay ahnighty, 
to endure, and w boll y qualified to represent. God's 
"well-beloved Son,-His Fello\v by eternal generation, 
D1an's brother by the assumption of man's nature,-
undertakes to expiate: "He is the propitiation for 
our sins." In Him every hindrance is swept to 
immeasurable distance; in Him every plea for pardon 
is supplied. The contrite sinner may fly to the 
n1ercy-seat, and be\vailing his iniquities, may plead, 
Jesus died for these transgressions. In the garden, 
on t.he cross, He presented Himself a full, and perfect, 
and sufficient atonement. In testimony that every 
debt is paid, He rises again, and shows Himself 
infallibly alive. To perfect salvation He enters as 
triulllpbant Conqueror into the courts of heaven, and 
sits as unceasing Intercessor on the right hand of 
the Majesty on high. Thus pardon may be humbly 
craved as a blessing purchased, earned, merited, 
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deserved, decreed. Forgiveness thus implored knows 
not delay: it descends, filling the heart with joy and 
the lips with praise. A loving voice thrills through 
the soul: "Son, be of good cheer; thy sins, which 
are many, are forgiven thee." "Go in peace. Thy 
faith hath saved thee." 
Sweet is the result. The joy is so real, that even 
the reality of heaven can scarcely augment. Let 
the happy recipient be viewed. He tightly grasps 
forgiveness as his ovvn: a deep conviction fills hinl 
that iniquity shall not be his ruin; that his luany 
transgressions shall not svveep hinl to perdition; that 
no condemnation threatens hinl; that he stands 
before God spotless and clean, through sprinkling 
blood, and bright and beauteous in the robe of 
llndecaying righteousness. He realizes that God 
is his reconciled Father ; Jesus his cOlnplete Saviour; 
the Holy Spirit bis indwelling light, and guide, and 
consolation; heaven his proluised abode; psaln1s 
of victory and songs of triumph his heritage for 
ever. 
Can a happier change be felt! Darkness is gone, 
and the true light shines; tU111ultuous passions calm 
into the reign of holy peace; tremblings have ceased; 
dread of God has fled. "The desert rej oices, and 
hlossoms as the rose." "Instead of the thorn, COll1es 
up the £r tree j and instead of the brier, con1es up 
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the myrtle tree." -"The ransomed of the Lord 
return and come to Zion, with songs and everlasting 
joy upon their heads: they obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing flee away." 
Filial fear has banished slavish trembling. The 
IJardoned believer realizes his adoption into tl~e 
household of faitl1 and family of God. He is no 
more afar off: his desolation as an outcast is 
exchanged for citizenship with heaven, and fellow-
heirdolll with all saints. He exclaims, "This God 
is my God for ever and ever!" This God is my 
Father while eterllity rolls on! "I love Him because 
He has so loved me."· "'\Vith every faculty of mind 
a.nd .body I will serve HimJ and show forth His 
praise. I will shun, as a viper, departure from His 
vvays; I ,yill reject offence as a poisoned cup; I 
,yill ,vatch my every thought, lest any root of 
bitterness should arise; I ,vill guard the portal of 
111y lips, lest "any evil sound should issue; I will 
strive to walk even as Jesus walked, and to abound 
, 
,vith fruits of righteousness to the praise and glory 
of His name. Thus he ,vho lately trembled as a 
slave, warms into the loving child; and the criminal 
,vho sought concealment, no,v craves closer union. 
His ear is ever listening for directions; his lips 
continually cry, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to 
do ? " His loins are girt for daily service; his feet 
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are shod with preparedness for ,york; bis one pathV\Tay 
is unfeigned obedience. 
Thus the sense of forgiveness melts, and softens, 
and converts. The sweet captivity of love pre-
vails. A -reconciled Father is adored, Whose guiding 
eye is always sought. Others may abstain frOlll 
.. 
evil, through selfish fear. The disgrace, the reproach, 
the loss of fame and friends may deter; but the par-
doned soul sees a loving Father in every command, and 
vile ingratitude in each transgression. He feels vvith 
David: " Against Thee, Thee only have I sinned, and 
done thjs evil in Thy sight." He reasons wIth holy 
Joseph: "How can I do this great "\vickedness and 
sin against God ? " He realizes His amazing mercy, 
and love constrains him to make God's ,viII his chief 
delight. He knows that grace purchased pardon for 
him; so he lives as one bough~ bya. price, and bound 
to glorify God with his body, soul, and spirit, ,vhich 
are no more his o "\Vll. 
The truth is thus incontrovertible,-that the full 
recept!on of the Gospel leads to filial fear of offence. 
He is the saintliest man ,vho most entirely embraces 
the glad tidings of complete remission. 
Hence the wisdoln of constantly striving" to gro,y 
in grace, and in the kno"\vledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ." The continuous· charin of 
life should be to gaze on Jesus, and to study the full 
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achievements of His work; the daily station should 
be beside His cross. Intelligence into the purport, 
aim, end, fruits of His dying love, should be the 
mind's pursuit. 
Thus assurance ,vould flow like a river through 
the soul. The first voice from the cross should be 
ever resounding in enraptured ears: "Father, forgive 
them:" bestow the n1ercy "\vhich this blood procures. 
Blessed, indeed, are they "\vho rejuice in evidence 
that their iniquities are forgiven and their sins 
covered. They go from grace to grace; they enter 
on paths of joyous service. Their's is the fear that 
loves, and the love that fears. 
xv. 
~1INISTERIAL DEOLARATION. 
" lYhosesoever sins ye ?'e?7~it, they are ?"e'l}~£tted 'Unto the77~; 
and uJ!~osesoeve1" sins ye retain, t7~ey are retained."-
JOHN xx. 23. 
THE resurrection-day 110\V verges to,vards its close. 
The tiluid disciples seek conCeal111ent in their upper 
chaluber. Varied emotions would doubtless agitate 
their breasts: pronlinent ,vas fear lest J e\vish hate) 
,vhich sle\v the Shepherd) nlight pursue the flock. 
lIence precaution closed the door. 
Vain v{ould be the effort. to depict their thrill of joy 
"rhen Jesus Hiluself, piercing all barriers, stood in 
their luidst: a spiritual body kno)Ys not the clogs of 
flesh a.nd blood. Thus He appears before their 
startled eyes. IIis vojce then calms their fluttered 
hearts ': I{is benediction 'vas, "Peace be unto you;" 
and His voice besto,Yed it. In tender love He 
sho\ved to t.heir sight) and offered to their touch, sure 
evidence that He ,vho died DOW lived: "Then \vere 
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tbe disciples glad "\vhen they saw the Lord." (vel'. 20.) 
Again the blessing,· "\vhich He purchased, and now 
gave, fell from His lips: "Peace be unto you." . He 
died, He rose, He ever lives, that His disciples luay 
abound in peace. 
Thus tranquillized, they receive light as to the 
office which they must no"\v discharge. As He was 
commissioned fron1 above, so too "\vere they: the 
sa.me voice called Hilu and them to Gospel-"\vork. 
God only makes a ~!inister. (ver. 22.) "A.nd when 
He had said this, He breathed on them, and saitb 
unto theIn, Receive ye the Holy Ghost." 
By symbol, the Spirit proceeding from the Father 
and the Son, is given to guide and help. Without 
1-1is light and aid all luinisterial efforts are as 
sounding brass and a tinkling cyn1bal. To preach 
and labour in. the Spirit is alone success. Words 
follow high as the heavens in grandeur, deep as 
ocean's caves in mystery: "Whosesoever sins ye 
remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose-
soever sins ye retain, they are retained." 
Many comments here have gone astray, and many 
errors have found birth. Let reverent caution 
cahuly conteluplate. Rashness strives to wade 
through seas of difficulty: wisdom sits on the 
beach, content to mark the ripple breaking on the 
shore. 
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It is obvious that some mistakes are here refuted·, 
and some grand truths iUlplied. 
I. Priority of Peter. An apostate Church, as 
bold in arrogance as it is false in creed, seats Peter 
on a pinnacle of eminence, and claims the same 
~ . 
rank for all ,vho occupy the Petrine chair at Rome. 
On a previous occasion this Apostle received the so-
called pOvYer of the keys: hence on the day of 
Pentecost he opens the door to Jewish multitudes, 
and subsequently adlnits the Gentile Cornelius. But 
here the authority is not limited to one: it is equally 
extended to all. No singular power is conferred on 
Peter: no peculiar crown ~nvests his head. Like 
honour is alike bestovred on all. Rome's hollo,v 
pretensions burst· as an inflated bubble; the 
foundation crumbles and the fabric falls. Papal 
supremacy as an heir-loom fronl Peter is the shado,y 
of a shade. He wills no legacy, ,vho has nothing to 
bequeath. 
II. Ministerial assumption. A lTIOnster-error has 
stalked forth from this text. Simply to state it, is 
fully to refute: its hideous features when seen scare 
from it. Literality has been strained to state that 
ministerial office boasts the inherent privilege to 
remit or to retain the sinner's guilt; that. such 
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authoritative acts are validly confirmed in heaven; 
that absolution thus given or withheld, is release 
from penalty or retention to perdition. 
Can that be true interpretation "\vhich thus hurls 
God from His high throne, and exalts a creature to 
His place 1 Can it be heaven's decree that man 
should thus be sovereign judge, and sit on God's 
tribunal, cc showing himself, that he is God" 1 
(2 Thess. ii. 4.) This is the very mark of antichrist. 
For ever let the truth be held that God only can 
forgive sin. To Him and His dear Son the sole 
l)rerogative belongs; and woe to the hands which 
impiously would seize it! If such assun1ption could 
be claimed, "That need remains for D1inisterial toil, 
and "\vatchfulness, and ceaseless study, and agonizing 
prayer? At once humility departs, and silly man is 
exalted to save and to condemn. 
Did they "\v hose ears first caught these words 
receive such thought 1 Did they boast of investiture 
"\vith such prerogative 1 If so, wherefore did they 
cast a veil over it 1 Wherefore did they not openly 
display it 1 \ 
Let their acts be pondered: on no occasion do they 
put forth such power. Instances abound in which, if 
possessed, it might aptly have bBen shown. Behold 
Peter at Samaria. Simon evinced outrageous sin; 
the Apostle's address to him is," Repent, therefore,. 
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of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps 
the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee." 
(Acts viii. 22.) Simon, in reply, supplicates no 
human pardon, but "\visely subjoins, " Pray ye to the· 
Lord for me." 
Paul bewails the unkind desertion of all friends. 
He deeply feels'" this ,vant of faithful love: he 
utterly forgives it. In the overfiowings of his ,varm 
heart, ,viII he absolve? His conduct teaches that 
he claimed not' tb e privilege. . He sin1ply adds, (( I 
pray God that it may not be laid to their charge." 
(2 Tim. iv. 16.) It cannot be too often shouted, 
"To the Lord our God belong n1ercies an d forgi ve-
nesses," and to Hiln alone. 
III.· Ministerial privilege. But surely these ,vords 
have grand import: relnission and retention 111Ust 
be in some sense given. And given they are, in 
glorious meaning: a noble trust is placed in minis-
terial hands. Ministers are arn1ed ,vith vveapons to 
subvert the reign of Satan, and to diffuse salvation: 
the trust is the glorious Gospel of the grace of GO(l. 
" Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature." Their work is to publish declara-
tions; to tell of God's eternal and never-changing 
grace in Ohrist; the dying love of Jesus on the 
cross; the utter obliteration of all offence to those 
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"\vbo seek shelter in His wounds; the free forgiveness 
of all \vho wash in His blood; the full remission 
• 
through His vicarious death; tbe cancelling of every 
debt through payment of the Substitute; the en-
durance of the law's curse in proxy sufferings. ThuR 
the Gospel is an entrusted proclamation. 
lvlinisters are sent by God, even as Christ 'vas, 
to call sinners to accept this proffered mercy. "Ho, 
everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters; and 
he that hath no money, CODle buy and eat; yea come, 
buy wine and milk "\vithout money and 'without price." 
"Look unto 1\fe and be ye saved." "Come unto 1\1e, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I ,viII give 
you rest." "This is a fai thful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ J eSl1S came into the world to 
save sinners." "Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh 
a"\vay the sins of the "world." "Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." Such is the 
tenor of the ministerial cry: such some notes of the 
Gospel-trumpet. All who hear, and believe, and hide 
themselves in Christ, are pardoned, absolved, saved. 
But ministerial lips are enjoined not only to call 
Hind to allure, but also to give faithful warning. 
"If ye believe not that I am He ye shall die in your 
sins." "He that believeth not shall be damned." 
cc He that believeth not the Son shall l1:ot see life; 
but the ,vrath of God abideth on Him." " Neither 
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is there salvation in any other.; for there is nODe 
other nam~ under beaven, given among men, \vhereby 
ye must be· saved." 
The proclamation loudly thunders that sins are 
retained to all who reject this mercy, and" neglect 
so great salvation." "Behold, ye despisers, and 
perish." In this sense ambassadors for Christ relnit 
sins and retain: they are the instrunlental means 
to cancel guilt, or to rivet the c~1ains of everlasting 
woe. . Thus they open and close heaven: thus they 
admit and exclude. Thus" whosesoever sins they 
ren1it, they are relnitted; and whosesoever sins they 
retain, t.hey are retained." This language, ho\\rever 
strong, is no hyperbole. Is it not silnilarly said, 
(( Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; 
continue in them, for in doing this thou shalt both 
save thyself and theln that hear thee" 1 (1 Tinl. 
iv. 16.) 
Current tern1S may sometimes have a tinge of in-
exactness. Shall Scripture therefore not cond escend 
to use them, that truth may come do,vn to man's 
infirmity 1 Instances of la.x utterance abound. A 
man is sinking in the billows; another directs him 
to a floating plank: it is seized, and the man thus 
rescued exclainls, You have saved me: I o,ve Illy 
life to you. In rigid precision the instrument is 
not the cause; but the loose terms convey no "Trong 
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idea.. Thus when floods are rising, a secure sleeper 
roused from his peril and urged to seek a neighbour-
ing eminence, in gratitude ackno'\vledges his ,Yarning 
friend as his deliverer from death. He ,vho calls 
inmates from a burning house is not inaptly sty led 
the preserver of their lives. He '\vho directs to 
111eans of safety is named as if he ,\vere its 
author. 
IV. Ministerial power. If this grand privilege be 
clainled, feet must tread in tbe appointed path. Apos-
tolic trophies are only won by apostolic weapons: to 
remit or bind, the Apost1e's doctrine must be preached. 
One theme pervades their teaching: there are no 
nlists, no baltings, no uncertainties. Christ shines 
as a very sun beam through each utterance: He is 
the centre round which all thought8 revolve. The 
subject is as infinite as His deity: there is all variety, 
\vith no diversity; there is constant ne\vness '\vith 
unvarying unity. The testimony of Paul is clear: 
cc "l e preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a 
stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 
\ 
lout unto them \vhich are called, both J e'\vs and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God<' (1 Cor. i. 23, 24.) 
Thus apostolic ministers are unto God a s,veet 
savour of Christ in them that are saved, and in thenl 
lYl 
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that perish; to the one- they are the savour of life 
unto life, to the other of death unto death. 
When Christ is lifted up He draws all nlen to 
Himself. The word returns not void. Converts fly 
to Him as "doves to th~ir windows: they spring up 
as among the grass, as willows by the watercourses." 
But ",vhen another Gospel .is set forth 'w'hich is not 
another, when preachers utter Christless notions and 
man-made conceits, darkness continues dark, hard-
ness becol1les harder, no hearts are softened, evil is 
not eschewed, Satan's kingdom is not spoiled, bis 
subjects multiply, his prison fills. Such is the 
terrible and sure result. Vain is the light-house 
",vith its lanlps unlit; a muffled trumpet calls not 
to battle; a sign-post directs not, with its letters 
indistinct. If guides be blind, the' straight patll 
will be lost. But let Christ be proclailned clearly, 
fully, ,vith no reserve, with loving hearts, ",vith burn-
ing zeal, with gloyving unction, and "\vith apostolic 
faithfulness; then" whosesoever sins ye remit, they 
are remitted unto them; and '\vhosesoever sins ye 
retain, they are retained." 
XVI 
A MODEL FOR I~iITATION. 
" FOTgiving one anotl~eT, even as God, /01' Cltrist's sake, hath 
forgiven YOU.."-EPHESIANS iv. 32. 
DIVINE forgiveness is here commendeJ as a pattern. 
High and heavenly is the prescribed walk. Precepts 
fron1 God admit no lo"\ver standard: His children 
111Ust ever strive, the Spirit helping, to be holy, as 
He is holy; to seek perfection, as their Father is 
perfect; to purify themselves, even as Christ is pure. 
This Dl0ulding in celestial likeness is mainly formed 
by study of the Word. The sacred truths, to \vhich 
thoughts there are led, produce resemblance: this is 
a general position. 
1 
The present subject points to especial instance. 
The art of forgiving ,vill be best learned by gazing 
on God, set forth in Scripture as the glorious Model. 
The students in this school ,viII be conspicuous on 
the stage of life: forgiving one another, even as 
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God, for Christ's sake, h~th forgiven then1. Let the 
example first be viewed: the duty ,vill then take a 
clearer forIn. 
I. The Exan1ple.-Grace has been seen as the 
deep source from ,vhich forgiveness springs; the 
cross has been uplifted as the procuring price ; r~pre­
sentative atonelnent has shone forth as the central 
luminary of the Gospel-systelu: the surety-death 
has been exhibited as its axis of rotation. God, 
acting in the elelnent of Christ crucified, acquits 
the sinner. His anger subsides; the torch of "\vrath 
is que.nched; remission is "von; pardon "\vaves an 
olive-branch of peace. Thus God forgives, and 
stands forth as a Model for instruction. 
(1) Is it asked, To \vhat does forgiveness deal 
such n1ercy 1 It is replied, To every forIn of evil; 
to sin in its every phase; to every violation of the 
la,v; to vile omissions and to \\Torse cOlnn1issions; to 
boundless provocations; to repeated insults; to irri-
tating affronts. It forgets the ingratitude ,vhich re-
pays kindness \vitb ill-treatment; it remits the debt 
of ten thousand talents; it \vipes out robbery, and 
sacrilege, and \vrong. Hateful is this spectacle; but 
forgiveness overlooks the totallnass. 
(2) Is it further asked, On whom does forgiveness 
look with rescuing eye 1 The answer is, It s111iles Oll 
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creatures who have daringly defied the great Creator, 
and trampled on His gentle rule; on children requit-
ing their paren ts' love with enmity, and "\vonnrling 
their breasts ,vith shafts of hate; on subjects "\van'ing 
a.gainst their rightful King, and harbouring foul plots 
of treason; on servants withholding obedience from 
their Master, and )vasting goods entrusted to their 
care; on men striving to seat Satan on the throne of 
God. Such is a picture of graceless man. From 
these forgiveness t~1kes the filthy garments, and in 
their place gives heavenly robes. 
(3) The inquiry follo\vs, What moves God thus to 
forgive? No inducement from the side of man 
appears; no streaming tears persuade; no penitence, 
! 
no contrition, no shame, no confession of iniquity, no 
acknowledgment of guilt, no do"\vncast heads, no 
stricken hearts, urge melting pleas; no promises of 
change besiege the mercy-seat; no vain excuses 
strive to avert just 'Nrath. Why then should 
criminals be spared? It is a fruitless task to seek 
a cause from earth: there is no motive but the 
heart of God. 1 Grace reigns. Grace forms the 
scheme jn "\vhich forgiveness works. Through the 
atoning blood, through the obedience of the Son of 
God, a heaven-high fortress is erected, in vvhich the 
sinner may find sheltering mercy: in tbis fabric 
every stone is laid by grace. Thus God freely 
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pardons, moved by the illlpulse o'f His love. When 
man deserves all woe, pardons dispense all blessings. 
" Such is beaven's example. It is bright as the eternal 
day; it is perfect as its Author; it is glorious as 
God. 
II. The Duty.-They ,vho rejoice in forgiveness 
are exhorted to elllulate the grand Exemplar: (( For-
giving one another, even as God, for Christ's sake, 
hath forgiven you." 
The precept thus to act assunles that opportunities 
\vill occur. The story of each day gives nlelancholy 
proofs. While Satan is at large, evil ,vill not be 
dornlant: at every turn its hateful inlage will be 
seen. The moral picture of this earth is sad. Love 
exerts not universal sway; kindness breathes not as 
an encircling elelnent; tendernesR flo,V"s not as a 
perennial streanl; truth spreads not as pervading 
atlllosphere,-on the contrary a S\VarlU of provoca-
tions buzz with irritating sting. " 
Let direct acts of cruelty, injustice, ,\vrong, not 
now be named: let the lesser excitenlents of ~he day 
be marked. A fly nlay teaze, a reptile may disturb: 
thus peace is ruffled without flagrant deeds. Ho,v 
often are pure motives mis~represented,-the rightful 
fact distort8d,-calumnious reproaches cir"culated,-
disparaging reports diffused,-unjust suspicions enter-
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tained,-base charges whispered! Hearts are ,vounded 
by the poisoned shafts of slander; and fair .falne 
blasted by muttered insinuation, or the untruth of 
suppressed reality. Thus the causes of vexation are 
a prolific brood: rare is the day which kno\vs them 
not. Hence angry feelings will be prone to rise; 
indignation ,viII chafe against restraints; fretfulness 
\vill suggest that to resent such treatment is alike 
. becoming and praiseworthy. 
Let not such feeling nestle in the mind: let it 
expire before it ~an gain birth. Resentment grows 
not in the Gospel-garden: it is a weed of heathen 
,vilds. Reproach is not th e language of the school 
of Christ. Evil must not meet evil, nor sin compete 
"\vith sin: such conduct reflects not heaven's rays, 
nor shows the features of the great Exemplar. Such 
en1ing steps stray "\videly from the heavenly rule. 
The unforgiving spirit Iuay sometimes frame 
excuse. It may be said that provoking conduct 
has been cruel, undeserved, and oft-repeated,-that 
much pain has been inflicted, and much loss in fame 
and character and property sustained. Doubtless 
there is aggravating cause, or no vindictiveness would 
rise. Waters are calm when no wind blows; the 
viper stings not unless touched; if no fire burns, no 
smoke ascends; the engine moves not without 
steam. 
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When the irritating cause is great, the door is 
,videly· open for Ohristian principle to stalk forth. 
Oircumstances n1ay render rebuke most easy; the 
offenders Inay be po,verless to escape; the injured 
hands may hold the rod. These advantages give 
large opportunity for Godlike spirit -to shine brightly: 
the Model SJ10WS all power forgiving utter weakness. 
A secret thought will sometimes lurk" that such 
precept is beyond the po,ver of luan; that human 
shoulders are too weak to lift such loads. Doubtless 
unaided man js a frail reed. But wherefore is he 
ever ,vithout aid? He who cOlnmands is ever near, 
and ever able to brace the nerves and to supply 
all strength. A child sinks not beneath a weight 
,vhen the parent lends supporting arn1; a ,veale 
man on a giant's back can do grand work; Moses 
, 
called to face a mighty monarch, shrinks not ,vhen 
assured, "Certainly I ,viII be ,vith thee." The hosts 
of Midian ,vere mighty: how can Gideon repel 
theln? He heard the ,vord, "Go in this thy might;" 
and again, " Surely I ,vill be with thee." The pro-
Inise was sure. "The s,Yord of the Lord and of 
Gideon" gained the victory. 
The tilnid fleeing on the battle-field are often 
,vounded in the back: the brave march on and tread 
down foes. . Jonah seeks escape from duty, and 
nleets the stornl and prison in the deep. He, ,vho 
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obeys the call from heaven, finds to obey is strength. 
Is it not 'v ritt en, (C He giveth po\yer to the faint, 
and to them that have no might He increaseth 
"-
st.rength"? (Isaiah xl. 29.) And again? c: He that is 
feeble among them shall be as David, and tbe house 
of David shall be as God, and as the angel of the 
Lord before thee." CZech. xii. 8.) 
He spake what he had found, ,vho said, "I can do 
all things, through Christ w bich strengtheneth me." 
(Phil. iv. 13.) They who strive to "forgive one 
another, as God, for Christ's sal{e, hath forgiven 
them," ,viil find the mandate to be ability. 
He understands machinery best ,vho sees it in its 
"work. Let instances then appear, in vvhich grace 
helped believers to forgive. Are any smarting under 
cruel usage, worn do"\'vn by savage and relentless 
hate ?-Stepben's dying scene gives counsel. Could 
death be more unmerited and nlore inhuman? He 
stood the saintliest of the saints of that day; the 
H o]y Ghost dwelt in hilll in abundant measure: it 
,vas his joy and constant 1Nork to preach Christ Jesus 
and to call sinners to the 'wayof life. But malice 
thirsted for his blood. Amid the shower of crushing 
stones, reproach stains not his lips: there is no 
call for retribution to avenge bis cause. "He kneeled 
down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge. And ,vhen he had said this he 
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fell asleep." (Acts vii. 60.) Grace triumphed over 
nature's ilupulse. God's precepts through God's 
help, can be obeyed. Sweet is the word, "Say not 
thou, I ,viII reCOlllpense evil, but \vait on the Lord, 
and He shall save thee." (Prov. xx. 22.) 
Paul brings' cOI:roborating proof. He stands accused 
at the imperial bar: he is denounced as seditions, 
an d causing peril to the state. No friend appears 
to intercede in his behalf, to testify his innocence, to 
bear witness to his blalneless course. As ,vith his 
Lord, so it is 110'V "\vith hinl: all forsook hinl and 
fled. But his Lord's own Sl)irit strengthened hinl. 
Christlike, he gently writes, C( A~ lny first ans,Yer, 110 
THan stood "\vith me, but all n1en forsook me. I pray 
God that it may not be laid to their charge." Strong 
,\\Tas the provocation to conlplaill and to resent; but 
he ,vas enabled to inlitate heaven's ~{odel, and to 
forgive, as God, for Christ's sake, had forgiven hilU. 
Thus in the effort there "\yill be success. 
Let it be added that Christian profession ilnplies 
a forgiving spirit. What is the heaven-taught 
prayer? What is the constant utterance in public, 
in the clo~et, on the knees ?-" Forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors." "Forgive us our sins, 
for \ve also forgive everyone that is indebted to us." 
Is this reality, or lTIockery? Let not hypocrisy 
insult the mercy-seat: let not the plea be false 011 
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which forgiveness is implored; let not untruth 
arrest the wings of mercy. Here let it be noted 
that "",hen the lesson of prayer is ended, for-
giveness js the point to which our Lord reverts. 
Solemn are the concluding ,vords, "If ye forgive 
men their trespasses, your heavenly Father ,viII 
also forgive you; but if ye forgive not men their 
trespasses, neither ,vill your Father forgive your 
trespasses." Let not the ,Yarning be in vain. 
The thought then is untenable, that to forgive is 
to surmount impossibilities. The apostles "\vhen ex-
horted to this grace, conscious of insufficient power, 
prR,yed, "Lord, increase our faith." (Luke xvii. 5.) 
Let help be similarly sought. The hand which held 
the sinking Peter is nenr to aid. Difficulties ,vill 
vanish: duty will become delight. Smooth is the 
path in which feet often tread. 
XVII. 
... 
CONDEMNATION 
OF .AN UNFORGIVING SPIRIT. 
" So likewise shall illy ll-eavenly Fatl~er do also unto Y01l, if 
ye from your hearts forgive not every one l~is brother 
thei'J" trespasses."-l\1ATT. xviii. 35. 
THE parable of a luan, alike a debtor recelving 
mercy and a creditor showing none, thus ends. The 
,vords impress the main lesson of the picture; they 
unveil its prolninent feature;. they exhibit the in1-
portant point on ,vhich the eye should rest; they 
avvaken the echo which should reverberate from the 
perusal. 
The warning sho,vs that unforgiveness from God 
is the doom of those viho forgive not heartily, gladly, 
universally, unreservedly, every offending brother 
his every offence. To withhold forgiveness fronl 
offending man is proof that there is not forgiveness 
from the offended God. "With what measure ye 
mete, it shall be measured unto you." 
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Such is the inference. It is most distinct. }Iay 
an expository review of the story instructively 
impress it. 
At the entrance a caution may not be ill-tin1ed. 
The parable teaches that the unforgiving shall no~ 
find forgiveness. Such is the appalling truth. But 
Inisapprehension must not here delude. It would 
be grievous error to infer that forgiveness on man's 
part constitutes in any sense the originating cause, 
and moving spring of divine pardon. God is not 
thus actuated. But still none have interest in His 
absolying grace ,vhose hearts are stern in unforgiving 
l1ardness. 
Let discrimination analyse the case. The fountain 
of forgiveness of sin is grace: the purchasing price 
is the God-nlan's blood; the recipients are the 
chi1dren of eternallove,-the flock given to Christ in 
counsels of eternal wisdom. They are loved, because 
Qod ,villed to love them. They are forgiven, because 
Christ's blood has paid the total of their debt. They 
have washed in the fountain opened Ior all sin and 
uncleanness, beqause the Spirit bas made them 
'Nilling in the day of His po\ver. They have, too, 
forgiving hearts, because the same Spirit bas softened., 
melted, hallowed them, and established His reign of 
gentleness and love. 
This forgiving spirit is sweet evidence that they 
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are sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise "\vbich is 
the earnest of the heavenly inheritance. Without 
it there js no scriptural warrant for joying in the 
reluission, which belongs only to the family of faith. 
He, who forgives not from his heart his brother all 
his trespasses, bears on his front those unrelenting 
'" 
features which exclude fron1 fellowship vvith the 
forgiven. 
These thoughts lead to the graphic lesson of the 
parable. Let advance be made ,vith eyes fixed on 
the focus to which the rays tend, and only pausing 
to gather \varrantable in1provenlent from the enl-
hellish ing circuIllstan tials. 
The scene thus opens (vel'. 23): "The kingdonl of 
heaven is likened unto a certain King, "\vhich "\vould 
take account of his servants." The reflecting mind 
instantly turns to our heavenly Father, arrayed in . 
all po,ver,-the sovereign Ruler of the universe,- _ 
who divides to His servants their several talents) 
arranges their opportunities, and is about to 
institute the scrutiny of final reckoning. They are 
wise who walk and speak. and live and work as they 
"\vho know that they luust be made manifest before 
the judgment-seat, and that everyone" luust receive 
the things done in his body, according to that he 
hath done, "\vhetber it be good or bad." . 
(Ver. 24.). C( When he bad begun to reckon, one 
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Nas brought unto him which owed him ten thousand 
talents." Enormous is the amount. Astounding is 
the debt. It almost surpasses calculation. A terri-
fying thought, arises: All nlen are debtors to God's 
justice, and who can reckon the inconceivable 
immensity of the obligation? Illustrations fail to 
span· infinity: no ,vords can paint a boundless 
l11agnitude. Count all the stears w bich . sparkle on 
the breast of night, all the sands which form the 
ocean's bed, all the drops ,vhich constitute its 
billo'\ys,-superabounding sins exceed. Pile them, 
and the pyranlid overtops the highest summit of the 
heavens. Let the ten thousand talents of trans-
gression be estimated, and terTor 111Ust petrify all 
hearts. Despair must sink into the lowest dust. 
(Ver. 25.) "But forasmuch as he had not to pay, 
his Lord commanded hiin to be sold, and his ,vife, 
and childTen, and all that he had, and payment to 
be made." The sinner's condition is utter insolvency. 
In himself his only property is sin. Darkness 
cannot create light; sin cannot cancel sin; debt 
cannot liquidat~ debt: therefore, if justice takes 
j ts course, irretrievable Tuin must ensue. The 
sentence is just: "Bind him hand and foot, and cast 
him into outer darkness." 
(Ver. 26.) cc The servant therefore fell down and 
\yorshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience '\vith 
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n1e~ and I ,vill pay thee all.''- In agony the debtor 
is prostrate on his knees. He urge.s no denial: he 
makes no excuse; he pleads no extenuating circun1-
stances. His importuning language is confession. 
He prays for respite. Seemingly bereft of reasoll, 
he prol11.ises an inlpossibility,-even full restitution. 
Let the sinner "learn hence to sink into the depths 
of contrition, and to u·tter only cries for mercy; but 
let him esche\v the notion that he can make by his 
o\vn efforts, and in his o\vn perSOll, any repayment. 
Such error Inay not be inferred from this portion of 
the pictorial scene. 
(\T er. 27.) ~'Then the lord of that servant was 
1110ved ,vith c0111passion, and loosed hin), and forgave 
hinl the debt." The narrative s\veetly 111anifests pity, 
forgiveness, libeTation. It is an exhibition of the 
Gospel of free grace. Our heavenly Father is rich 
in cOlnpassion: mercy is I-lis precious attribute. It 
constitutes a grand portion of His essence: it reaches 
nnto the heavens: it endureth for ever. It provides 
11leans in J GSUS throngh 'v hich the chains fall fron1 
the sinner's hands, and the prison-cell is Dot bis 
doonl. An obliterating decree expunges the "Thole 
clain1. 
But the servant's enornlOUS debt ,vas brought 
clearly to his vie\v, before he sought or could esteeln 
remlSSIon. So by the Spirit's po,ver the sinner ll1USt 
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be taugh,t to feel his hopeless, lost, and ruined 
state, before he ,viII extend the band of faith to 
grasp the free-grace pardon, or can value its full 
blessing. 
The scene now frightfully changes. Surely the 
debtor thus graciously forgiven, ,vill be melted into 
one flood of tenderness! Surely all his thoughts, 
a.nd ,Yords, and acts will now£o\v in placid streanlS 
of gentleness! 
It is far otherwise! ,The story thus proceeds 
(ver. 28): "The same servant ,vent out, and found 
, , 
one of his fello"T-servants, whicho\\red hinl an 
hundred pence." He goes out. Happy are they 
'who ever abide in closest fellowship \vith God 1 In 
keeping near is safety, happiness, ,and holy living: 
in the slighte~t departure is peril, tenl ptation, 
do\vnfaU. 
This recipient of such goodness Illet a fello\v-
debtor ,vho o,ved an hundred pence,-an evanescent 
stun compared with his o\vn debt just remitted: it 
scarcely amounted to a nlillionth part.' Offences 
tow'ards our fello,v-men, though very grievous and 
:nost vile, have pigmy form beside our giant-sins 
against our God. 
(Ver. 29.) "And be laid hands on him and took 
him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou o\vest. 
And his fellow-servant fell do"\vn at his feet, and 
N 
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besought hirn, saying, Have patience 'with me, and I 
will pay thee all." 
He hears the entreaty which he so recently had 
urged. He had prevailed. He is novv supplicated 
by the like petition, and he miserably hardens. The 
heart of unrenew~d man appears in odious colours: 
the nether n1illstone is of softer material. 
(Ver. 30.) C( And he ,vould not, but went and cast 
him into prison till he should pay the debt." Un-
relentingly he consigns his fello\y-servant to the 
dungeon more justly merited by himself: he sternly 
inflicts the penalty so tenderly remitted to his prayer. 
Unmelted by a sense of his free and full pardon, he 
freezes into icy cruelty. 
(Ver.31.) "So when his fello\v-servants sa\v ,vhat 
was done, they were very sorry, and came and told 
unto their lord all that was done." i\iany eyes look 
,vatchfully around, and pitiless obduracy even here 
awakens indignation. Many Christian hearts, in 
Jueek complainings unto God, call down attention to 
surrounding misery, and pray Hilu to put forth His 
mighty hand to check. all evil and redress all wrong. 
Now the final scene is reached. (Ver. 32.) "Then 
his lord, after that he had called him, said unto 
hilTI, 0 thou wicked servant." For the first tinle 
reproof goes forth. "I forgave thee all that debt 
because thou desiredst me; shouldest not thou also 
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have had compassion on thy fello\v-servant, even 
as I had pity on thee? " If the n1ercies of redemp-
tion, and the tenderness of the God of all grace fail 
to produce meek, loving, gentle, forgiving temper, the 
evidence is clear and sad, that the Spirit who uses 
the Gospel as His conquering power is not present. 
In such case the unsubdued heart has not been 
allured into the arms of Jesus. To receive Him is 
to become partaker of His love: to abide in Him is 
to abide in heavenly-mindedness. The unmercifq.l 
are not'meetening through grace for heaven, where 
the congenial song is praise for forgiveness without 
end. Is not the warning plain: "He shall have 
judgment without mercy that hath showed no 
lllercy" ? 
eVer. 34.) "And his lord ,vas wroth, and delivered 
hilU unto the tormentors till he should pay all that 
,vas due unto him." 
Such is the awful conclusion. Let its solemn 
purport sink deeply into pondering thoughts. 
(Ver. 35.) (( So likewise;" in like measure, and 
the measure is torment till all is paid, (( shall My 
heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your 
hearts forgive not everyone his brother their 
trespasses." U nrelentings will fallon the relentless: 
they \vho spared not will not be spared: there is no 
pity for the pitiless. 
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I 
It should not be wholly oluitted that one occur-
rence:bere has raised perplexity. An inference has 
been wrongly sought, exciting some clouds of doubt. 
It appears that the 111ercy granted to the unnlerciful 
servant was subsequently revoked. It has hence 
been imagined tbat a sinner forgiven to-day may 
through aggravated sin, be subsequently condemned. 
It is sufficient to reply that such fears are wholly in 
opposition to the \vhole tenor of Gospel-teaching. 
When God forgives, He forgives \vhol1y, and for. ever. 
(( '~lith Him is no variableness, neither sbado'\v of 
turning." "He hateth putting a,vay." "Repentance 
is hid fronl His eyes." Let it be added that this 
injurious inference is' drawn not from the main 
lesson of the parable, but from its descriptive dresG. 
The circumstantial drapery of' a parable brings 
into clearer light a Inain lesson, but it never 
111ay be unfairly pressed to establish any doctrinal 
position. 
Let none then cavil, but let all hold fast tlJe 
rightful lesson. Let honest inquiry penetrate the 
heart, and see if any traces of enmity, malice, re.sent-
ment, still linger. If so, let humble prayer ascend 
for increase of gra.ce, that we may forgive the pounds 
due to us, and so may rejoice in evidence that God 
has forgiven our ten thousand talents.' He nlay 
trust that God has forgiven him ,vho feels that he 
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can forgive all injuries. ~Iercy to others is reflection 
of Inercy from above. 
Here the thought can scarcely be repressed, Ho,Y 
perfect is the Gospel-rule! If it had s\vay, the breast 
\yould reselllble the ocea.n in repose: no storm ,vould 
ru:ffle; no angry passion ,vould disturb. Peace 
,vould "\valk hand in hand ,vith joy, and every pulse 
tbe love. The promised scene ,vould da\vn: "Behold 
the tabernacle of God is 'with men, and He will 
d\vell with thelll; and they shall be His people, and 
G-od Himself shall be with them, and be their God." 
(Rev. xxi. 3.) 
ETERNAL GLORY THE ULTIMATE 
CAUSE. 
"A.fter this I beheld, and, lo, a great 'Jnultitude, which no 
man could nU'Jnber, oj all nations, and kindreds, and 
peo)Jle, and tong'lleS, stood b~fore the throne, and before 
the Lal1~b, clothed rwitl~ 'lohite robes, and pal17~s in their 
hands J. and cried 'loith a loud voice, saying, Salvation 
to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and 'z{'nto the 
Lamb."-REv. vii. 9, 10. 
THE vvorth of forgiveness ,viII not be fully kno,vn 
until time swells into eternity. To enliven hope 
and to encourage, strengthen, and elnbolden faith, 
the Holy Spirit "\vithdra,vs the veil, and presents a. 
prospect of the endless raptures '\vhich ,viII then 
become reality. To this scene revelation here 
u 
invites. Let revering hearts no\v intermix, and reap 
SOlne first-fruits of the harvest ,vhich forgiveness 
,vill then surely reap. 
I. The time. When shall this bliss c'ommence ? 
It dawns when the endless age shall have arrived, 
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a.nd Jesus shall have "delivered up the kingdom 
to God, even the Father; "\vhen He shall have 
put down all rule, and all authority and p0'\1Ter." 
(1 Cor. xv. 24.) When the peaceful S\\Tay of 
t,he millennial prelude shall have brightened into 
fuller, richer p_erpetuity; "\vhen C'the gTeat ,vhite 
throne" shall be removed, because its ,york is 
finished; when death and hell, and \vhosoever ,vas 
not found written in the Lamb's book of life, are 
swallowed in the lake of fire (Rev. xx. 14), and the 
righteous shall have passed into life eternal. (lVlatt. 
:xxv. 46.) This day is sure]y coming. Let us in 
~pirit meet it, and ask, Will it find us in the 
rejoicing throng, whose sins are pardoned through 
the 1lood of Christ? 
II. The number. " Lo, a great multiude, which 
no man could number." How blessed is the sight! 
During the earthly state the redeemed appeared to 
be a little fiock,-a tiny speck in a dreary "\vaste, a 
rare flo'Ner in a 'veedy desert. The solitary pilgriln 
often sighed, ~c I, I only, am left." But no\v ho\v 
changed is the scene I The collected throng baffles 
enumeration: to count the happy hosts eludes 
aU power; numbers are impotent to reach their 
expanse; no vision can embrace them: their 
horizon has no bound. On the right hand and on 
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the left they stretch beyond all gaze: in the front 
and in the rear their vastness spreads beyond all 
Ineasure. They are "a great multitude, which DO 
luan can number." They all on earth had sins as 
countless as their countless throng; but all. their 
sins are now forgiven! 
Ho)v wondrous is the blood of Jesus! Ho,Y. 
matchless is its worth! The result is ,vortllY 
equivalent of its expenditure. All the efforts of the 
revealing Spirit, all the labours of ministers ,yho 
agonized in prayer and toil, all the devotedness of 
11lissionaries and martyrs ,vho counted not .their live.s 
dear unto theluselves, ,vere ,veIl spent to prolll0te 
this end. Amid this vast assenlblage shall ,ve have 
place? W ecannot fail, if ,ve tread the appointed 
"\vay. This great 11lultitude found pardon at the 
cross. 
III. Whence caIne they 1 Once they "were 
sinners upon earth, but no\v they are gathered safe 
around t.he throne. They COlne fron1 every part and 
portion of our globe; out of every nation, and all 
tribes and people and tongues. The Gospel-trulupet 
sent forth a world-wide note: "Their ,vord ,vent 
into all the earth, and their sound unto the ends of 
t.he ,vorld." Tl~e ,vord cannot go forth in vain: ~'it 
shall not return unto Me void; but i~ shall aCCOlll-
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plish that '\yhich I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereunto I sent it." Here is fu~filment of 
the prolnise: here is the illilnitable crop gathered 
from earth's wide field. Let, then, the faithful 
nlissionary, ,vbether in the obscurity of" distant 
clilnes, or under tropic sun, or amid tb e savage 
"" 
inmates of the northern sno,v, be bold and fear not. 
Re is gone at heaven's bidding, to do heaven's ,vork: 
his l11essage ,viII triulnph; the cross will conquer. 
The Spirit through the \:~T ord 'will give life, and 
souls ,vill be born again, unto forgiveness, and join 
the happy throng. The call has reached us: at the 
bidding have we fled to Christ? 
IV. Their position. "They stand before the 
throne, and before the Lamb." Distance no more 
intervenes: separation's barriers have fallen. Sin 
once spread veils between the sinner and God's 
smile; ignorance interposed mists, and unbelief 
"\vrought blindness. But sin no more obstructs. 
Thus forgiven nlultitudes stand in the very presence 
of their God anld of the Lanlb. They have reached 
the grand consummation of all their holiest hopes; 
they enjoy fulfilment of their most 'wrestling prayers; 
t.hey gaze fully, clearly on the face of God, and live. 
The rays of His glory shine upon them, and they 
endure the blaze, and perish not: rather they bask 
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exultingly in His light. They read the expression 
of all His love; they ponder the open volume of His 
heart; they kno,v even as they are known. Shall 
we stand among them and thus see God? It 
,viII be 'so, if \ve are sprinkled with the redeeming 
blood. 
v. 
b " ro es. 
Their robes. "They are clothed in ,yhite 
Sin had stripped them of the garb of 
innocence, and polluted them ,vith filthy garments; 
but sin is all forgiven, and no defilenlent renlains. 
But ho\v is their raiment thus beauteous? " They 
have ,vasbed their robes, and n1ade then1 \vhite in 
the blood of the Lamb." They plunged into the 
clea,nsing strean1. In faith they hastened to the 
remedial laver : its po\ver ,vas suprelue. Through its 
virtue the scarlet stain becalne as sno\v, and the 
crin1son dye became as wool. Shall \ve thus shine 
above the brightness of the sun? Have ,ve thus 
,vashed? 
They sa\v, too, by faith, the glorious obedience 
which Jesus in man's nature achieved. They put 
on the Lord Jesus Ohrist as ,a covering nleet for 
the n1arriage-supper of the La1l1b. They utterly 
e~ehe\ved an n1erit of their o\vn, and they received 
Hiln, and r~ioiced in Hiln, and gloried in' HiDl, as 
the Lord their yjghteousness. ShaH ,vo be silniln,rly 
ETERNAL GLORY THE ULTI~fATE CAUSE. 187 
clothed? There is no doubt, if our shelter is in 
Christ. 
VI. "'\Vhat is uplifted in their hands? They 
"rave palms. This en1blen1 prqclaims triumph and 
joy. Heaven is the place in which warriors rest, 
and the rejoicing sing. In the \vorld numerous foes 
arose against them: their struggles were many; 
their conflicts were fierce; the battle ,vas long; the 
fight was incessant. 
But no\v victorious feet tread on the neck of every 
enemy. Sin never can again assail: the tempter 
can no lllore allure or threaten. Death has done its 
\vorst, and now they live securely in repose; the 
conquered grave has given up its prey; hell has no 
po"\ver to harm: enemies are s\vallo,ved up in 
victory. In token of this triulllph they flourish 
palms. 
Shall our hands hold these pledges of successful 
com bat? Good bope is ours, if we are fighting the 
good fight of faith, and are overcoming by the blood, 
of the Lamb. 
But the shout of triumph is a shout of joy, and 
palms express exuberant delight. The sin-forgiven 
drink deep indeed of the ever-flowing river of 
boundless bliss; but at present no tongue can tell, 
no image can depict, no heart can realize their 
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full pleasures. They have all the happiness "\vhich 
God can' confer; they have all the delights \vhich 
the infinite capacity of glorified bodies and glorified 
spirits can contain. Ho\v wondrous is the amount! 
\Vho can estimate the pleasures at God's right hand 
for evermore! It is all thejrs,-all theirs for ever. 
They feel it: they kno\y it: they avo\v it: and in 
full realization every hand of all the innumerable 
nlultitude raises high its palm. Shall \ve be happy 
in this happiness? The promise is sure to us, if the 
expiating blood has cleansed us from sin's polluting 
stain. 
VII. Their shout. Open the ear of faith and 
hearken. "They cried with a. loud voice, saying, 
Salvation to ollr God, which sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lanlb." When the assenlbled 
COlnpany of the redeemed thus fill the lllC1l1Y 
11lansjons, what is the first sound heard? Salvation! 
Every voice is raised to cause the glorious home to 
echo and re-echo vvith the cry,-Salvation! They 
all realize, Vl e are salved; \ve are saved for ever! 
Salvation is our's; ,ve have reached salvation's 
shore; we have ent8red salvation's realnls; ,ve hn,vc 
obtained salvation's prize. "Salvation to our Goel, 
vvhich sitteth 'upon the throne, and unto the Lanlb." 
Ofttimes in the ,vorld thanksgiving "Tas upon tbeir 
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lips: grateful notes "\vere their frequent song; they 
delighted to ascribe praise. But now, for the first 
time, realized sa.1vation is the sum of the ascription 
to their God. All their gratitude and all their joy is 
concentrated in this grand shout: "Salvation!" They 
kno"\v "\v ha.t they possess, and they kno,v, too, ho\v 
they obtained it. Is there thought of self, and 
human merit, or lua.n-earned heaven? The thought 
is abhorrent to a saved soul. It is far otherwise: 
all salva.tion is o~ free grace. (( Salvation to our 
God, which sitteth upon the throne, and unto th~ 
Lamb." The Father decreed it, "\villed it, p):,.aned 
it. His love chose everyone of that vast concourse 
in His Son; His grace gave the "Thole number to 
be His bride, His je\vels, and His crown; His 
"\visdonl contrived the mode by "\vhich they should be 
cleansed from every stain, and gloriously enrobed in 
righteousness; and by the Spirit's po,ver be purified, 
n1eetened, sanctified. Every stone in salvation's 
beauteous fabric was selected, prepared, placed by a 
loving Father's hand. '.' Salvation to' our God!" 
The chorus adds, "and unto the Lamb." Salva-
tion unto J esus,-the appointed, the expiating, the 
satisfying, the accepted Sacrifice. By His blood He 
purchased, by His sufferings He won, by His cross 
He earned, by His passion He procured salvation. 
To Him, and to His dying love and atoning merit 
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be the praise. Without His death they must 
have died; through His death they live. Without 
His cross they n1ust have passed into perdition; 
through His cross they hold salvation. Salvation is 
rightly ascribed to Him, for salvation is from His 
finished work. Hence sounds the melody of their 
... 
grateful hearts. Fit is this Inusic for the redeemed to 
pour forth, for heaven to hear, for the Father and the 
Lalnb to receive! 
Here is the consummation of the bliss of the 
redeemed: here is the consummation of the ,york of 
forgive~ness. God'is glorified. }.Lll praise to His free 
grace. (C Grace to it; grace to it !" is the universal 
and heaven-w'ide, heaven-long tribute. 
Others indeed are present, who have no share in 
this forgiveness,-even all the angelic hosts. Can 
they thus witness the joy of the forgiven, and hear 
this glory ascribed, and be unmoved ? No: they 
fall before the throne on their faces, and worship 
God, saying, "Amen; blessing, and glory, and 
·w-isdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, 
and' might, be unto our God for ever and ever. 
Amen." 
Is not forgiveness a blessed gift? Are not they 
happy who have gained it? Until ,ve reach this 
rest of glory, while still we toil and struggle, while 
still we bear the pilgrim's staff,-let us love and 
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praise, and give glory to our God and unto the Lamb. 
Let our heaven begin before this earth is passed. 
Let faith exult before sight da"\vns; let hope take 
realizing flight; and let the constant feeling of our 
inn10st souls be, "Salvation to our God, "\vhich sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lall1b." 
